HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD IN THE CHURCH ROOM ON MONDAY 30 APRIL 2007 at 7.30pm

Present:  Chairman Cllr Miles and Cllrs Burden, Cross, Fickling Offord, Stanley and Waller. Clerk: Alan Cater 

Residents present:  Rosemary Gilkes, Harold Hart, Peter Hart, Frank Jarrett, Angeline Turner and John Turner
1. Apologies 
None



 
2. Minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 25 April 2005

Cllr Stanley proposed that the minutes be adopted.  Cllr Fickling seconded this.  This was agreed unanimously.

3. Matters Arising

There were no matters arising

4. Chairman’s Report

Cllr Miles welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave a brief report on planning.  Since the last Parish Meeting, there have been no new properties built in the Parish, only alterations and extensions to existing buildings.  The Parish Council has received applications for two sites to be included in Cherwell DC’s Local Development Framework.  In both cases, we have supported Cherwell DC’s view that the sites are unsuitable for development and should not be included.  We have moved forward on an Affordable Housing Scheme for Hornton.  James Alcock, Oxfordshire’s Rural Housing Enabler, gave a presentation on Affordable Housing at the last Annual Parish Meeting and as a result it was decided to explore the possibility of a scheme for Hornton.  A survey was carried out and the results were that 53.8% of the community were in favour of a small Rural Exception Site and there was a need for 6 houses.  Several sites were put forward and of these the Pavilion Car Park is the preferred site.  At the moment, Oxford Citizens Housing Association and Leadbitters are involved in preparing an assessment of the stability of the bank.  Isis Architects are preparing elevations for 4 houses and from this a viability study will be carried out.  We will keep you informed on this project as soon as we have more information.  He thanked everyone who helps maintain the village by mowing the greens, picking up litter etc and asks them to keep up the good work.  Its down to their hard work that Hornton is such a beautiful village.
5. County Councillor’s Report
The Clerk read out a report from George Reynolds.  He apologised for not being able to attend.  Very little has happened at County level to affect Hornton.  The quarry situation is settling down as far as Hornton is concerned but the Hornton presence at the Ironstone Meetings is welcomed.  A recent document about waste sites included Hornton Grounds.  This was probably because of inert waste in the past but it will clearly never be a normal waste site.  Varneys Garage was also included because scrap yards are waste sites.  This site does have permission for housing so it is only likely to be included as an adjunct to the garage.  The final list will come out in July/August and a speedy response may be needed if the Parish has any problems.  A general document on sites for new quarries should be out shortly and this needs to be read carefully as quarry operators / land owners have been known to “try it on”.  The school goes from strength to strength but we need to watch out for any County or Government interference in school size.  Although it should not affect Hornton, Drayton School becomes an academy in September. The advice on highways is that Oxon CC should be told and continue to be told.
6. District Councillor’s Report

The Clerk read out a note from Cllr Webb.  
PLANNING - The process to produce the Local Development Framework (LDF) is still ongoing. This process has produced many enquiries / issues from villages including Hornton.  I am pleased to hear that the planning issue for the fence at the Playground is now resolved.  RECYCLING - Cherwell DC remains one of the top Councils in the country. COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES - The DC is encouraging clubs and facilities for Seniors.  The Bus Pass /Travel Token Scheme has been improved.  CAR PARKING MACHINES - There has been criticism of the new machines in Banbury where motorists now have to quote their registration number.  The old machines were due to be replaced and the more modern machines include this feature.  THE HOMELESS AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING - The DC is working on reducing the number of homeless.  Some Affordable Housing is required in new developments and identification of other sites is being encouraged.   PARISH PLANS - The LDF Process has highlighted that it is useful for villages to identify their future needs and requirements.  The development of a Parish Plan is time consuming but there are benefits in identifying potential issues.  REVIEW OF RURAL STRATEGY - There is to be a review of roads, buses etc in rural communities.  Cherwell DC already subsidises transport but is aware that there are issues.  SPORTS CENTRES - The cost of the Spiceball Centre improvements has raised comments.  Bicester and Kidlington Sports Centres have already been revamped and Spiceball does need attention.   There is to be a review of the costs of reopening the Woodgreen Open Air Swimming Pool.  HORTON GENERAL HOSPITAL - Cherwell DC continues to maintain pressure in order to retain the Horton.  It acknowledges that the Protest Group is playing a valuable part in ensuring that local views and feelings are made known and publicised.  This pressure need to be maintained.
7. Finance & G.P. Report

Alan Cater as Responsible Financial Officer, distributed copies of the Parish Council’s receipts and payments for the year together with a Consolidated Summary of the Parish Council’s Accounts.  These will be audited during the next few weeks.  During the year the Council increased the precept by £500 to £5,000.  The previous year-end balance of £2,041 was only increased to £2,058 his year due to an exceptional payment of £1,796 for repairs to the sewer pipe under the football pitch.  General Admin costs were reduced by £380 as a result of sharing the Insurance premium with the sub-sections.  Total balances including subsidiaries are £107,968 (down from £125,086).  This follows major expenditure on Playground equipment and the JUMPA facility.  The Subsidiary Accounts continue to be maintained entirely separately from the main Parish Council account.

8. Roads and Highways Report

THE FOOTPATH BETWEEN WEST END AND THE CHURCH - Discussions on the improvement of the footpath continue.  Despite the Parish Council’s concerns regarding the slipperiness of the York Stone, the Conservation Manager at Cherwell DC insists that the same materials or similar must be used.  She believes that stopping or redirecting the rain water from the properties either side of the footpath and from West End will solve the problem.  This remedial work must take place before any work on the footpath commences.  The cost of using York Stone will be very high and could take up most of Oxon CC footpath maintenance budget for the whole County!  Some alternative source of funding will be required.   EROSION OF THE VILLAGE GREENS - The Parish Council attempted to improve the situation on the small triangular Green by installing a “No Parking on the Green”.  Despite this there were occasions when cars parked alongside the sign!  Within a few days, the sign was broken as were two subsequent replacements.  A new sign will be considered for the Winter months when the grass is wet.  One side of the small triangular Green has been greatly reduced by builders’ lorries driving past the parked cars.  Oxon CC Highways were approached to see if an area of parking could be provided in front of the School.  This would be on a surface which allows grass to grow through.  However, the potential cost of £20,000 plus was beyond the means of the Parish Council.  FOOTPATH AT TOWNSEND OFF MILLERS LANE - Oxon CC cleared this footpath last week.  It is hoped that opening it out will prevent it becoming too muddy during wet weather.  This will be reviewed and the surface will be stoned if necessary.  TREES ON THE GREENS - It was necessary to pollard the willow tree on the corner of Bell Street as a matter of urgency following high winds.  Two new cherry trees have been planted on the Green near to The Manor House to replace those that have died off.  GRASS CUTTING - The Parish Council is very grateful to those residents who regularly maintain the Greens and other areas of the village on a voluntary basis.  OTHER WORK – This week Oxon CC repaired potholes in Pages Lane and near Wroxton Brook near the S Bend.  The excessive amount of mud near the entrance to the Motor Cycle track been reported.

9. Allotments Report (John Fox Charity)
Cllr Burden presented the report.  Numbers of tenants are slightly down on last year, with currently 7½ being let.  This could be partly caused by recent dry Summers and Springs but if anyone would like a challenge and a 1 or ½ chain allotment it is not too late and they can contact either Alan or myself.  The entrance gate has been kindly restored by Tom Gibbs free of charge so we are very grateful to him.  I have had reports of dog owners walking their pets through the field so I hope that all owners remember that dogs should be kept on leads at all times.  There is a sign on the gate but this could do with a repaint.  I am pleased to report that the 12 trees planted on the perimeter of the field (6 oak and 6 walnut) are all growing well.  To conclude, I would like to thank Bill and Adrian for once again mowing the paths and to wish all tenants a successful season.”

10. Playground Report

Cllr Miles presented the report.  “The Committee consists of Don Wain (Chairman), Neil Shadbolt, David Jarrett, Paul Burden, John Offord and David Miles (Secretary and Treasurer).  The Committee has been fairly active this past 12 months.  In addition to mowing, strimming and generally keeping the Playground tidy, we have had safety surfacing installed around all the equipment.  As a consequence, we are now in the process of landscaping the eastern corner of the Playground and will be turfing this in the near future.  After a long period of negotiation between all the parties concerned it was decided to erect a 1 metre high fence.  This will consist of green powder coated roll top weld mesh panels which will be bolted to the original posts.  We are now in the process of having plans drawn up for a new access ramp for the Playground because the existing ramp is very difficult to negotiate with pushchairs, prams and the mowing machine. This will run from east to west behind the front wall of the Playground and it will stretch from the Springs Mobile safety surfacing to the end of the new fence.  When the plans have been completed we will be submitting them to Cherwell DC for approval and then we will be applying for a grant as the ramp will also be suitable for disabled use.  We will also be repainting the rocket this year.  We held our annual coffee morning in the Playground in August and raised£178 for the Helen & Douglas House Hospice.  The weather was kind and a good time was had by all.  We have been carrying out weekly inspections and ROSPA carried out our annual inspection in early January this year.  There were no major issues and our Risk Assessment was Medium Risk.
From the floor, Frank Jarrett commented that the Playground was popular and very well used.  Rosemary Gilkes mentioned a problem with the small swing which Cllr Miles confirmed was receiving attention.
11. Pavilion Report
No formal report was available.  The redevelopment of the Pavilion is currently on hold because of two colonies of bats in the roof.  A full survey is to be undertaken to define what is required.
12. JUMPA Report

Cllr Fickling read out the report from Steve Woodcock (Chairman). The JUMPA area is now successfully completed with the final element of planting done just after Christmas.  The two storage lockers have unfortunately proved too flimsy and one has been removed for safety reasons and the other will be replaced in due course.  A more robust solution is now being sought.  Overall the area appears popular for both football and tennis, with the school also regularly using it for various activities.  A small financial contribution for use has been promised by the school, which is obviously welcome.  There is a reasonable balance from previous fund-raising to help ensure that the area can be looked after and maintained to a high standard.  Some further work to remove the damaged willow and generally tidy up the boundary is planned.  The relatively informal booking system has been successful and generally there have been minimal problems with the area, other than incorrect dismantling of the tennis net and the occasional bike or roller blade being on the court (which will damage the surface).  Whilst usage is healthy, there are further opportunities being looked at to arrange, for example, tennis coaching for youngsters.  The Committee has continued to meet to arrange maintenance and a low level of fund-raising to help pay for repairs etc.  Their continued hard work and enthusiasm is much appreciated.
13. Hornton Primary School Report
Cllr Offord presented the Report.  Number of children on role 81.In the summer of 2006 Wendy Clifford retired after 13 years as Head.  A special event was held at the pavilion allowing past & present children & parents, staff, governors and representatives of the village to show their appreciation.  Following press advertising and the film advert made by the pupils, as seen on the BBC & ITV, 8 applicants applied for the post and Hilary Childs (who was our deputy head) was appointed.  Since her appointment we have a number of very successful parents meetings to highlight the way forward for the school.  We are looking for members of the community to come into school and share their experiences with the children.  A grandparent’s day was held last November and we wish to build on that with the wider community.  Last autumn class 3 had a fantastic weeks residential visit to North Wales albeit with a little rain!  Sport continues to grow in the school with groups from the school wining competitions in Tennis & Tag rugby.  Training in hockey, football and imminently golf have also been included.  Other after school activities includes computer club & homework club.  Music continues to grow following the establishment of a trust to manage Mike Webber’s bequest to school.  Pupils took part in the “Children singing for Children” event at St. Mary’s Church, dancing and a Gamelan orchestra workshop.  Many are now learning the guitar, drums & the clarinet with support from school.  Our association with Peachtree Pre School continues to grow and we plan to have an integrated Foundation Stage Unit with them by September this year.  To achieve this, a small extension to the rear of the schoolhouse is planned.  The Parents Association continues to work tirelessly for school organising events and raising funds.

14. Ironstone Liaison Committee Representative Report
Cllr Miles presented the report.  The restoration of Hornton Grounds Quarry is now complete.  The only operations Peter Bennie Ltd carry out now are wall stone chopping and cutting stone for masonry products.  The stone for this is imported from other quarries.  Peter Bennie Ltd are intending to move their buildings up to the top end of the Wroxton Fields Quarry this Summer.  They will be sited near to the quarry entrance adjacent to the A422.  This is because they have almost quarried all the land nearest to North Newington and they wish to quarry from where the buildings are now up to the A422 next.  They also intend to start work on phase 2B of Wroxton Fields Quarry in the Autumn – this is the small field opposite the quarry entrance and the stone from this will be used for wall stone chopping.  This stone will replace the stone presently coming from Alkerton quarry which is almost all played out now.  Peter Bennie Ltd are at present applying, on behalf of the landowners, to fill the Alkerton Quarry with inert waste when it has become completely played out.  They have also applied to fill the flooded field on the opposite side of the A422 to the Wroxton Fields Quarry with inert waste.
15. Neighbourhood Watch Report

The Clerk read out the Report from Jenny Bowes.  After a thankfully uneventful 2006, with only 4 incidents being reported in Hornton, most of which were thefts of tools from garden sheds, 2007, has, unfortunately got off to a worse start.  A house burglary took place in February at mid-morning in Eastgate in a property that is generally occupied.  In March, prowlers were disturbed in Millers Lane in the early hours looking at a Landrover in an area which is not visible from the public highway.  In both cases, the police response was good but it does suggest that, in both instances, a degree of planning and prior knowledge was involved.  With an increase in building activities in the village at the moment there are a lot more strange vehicles and people in the village, most of which are completely legitimate.  It is, however, even more important that we look out for people acting strangely and either call 999 if a crime is being committed or 0845 8 505 505 if we see something suspicious.  The concerns over the parking on and around the village green by parents delivering and collecting children remain, with the Parish Council now actively trying to find measures to help the situation.  The finances of the Neighbourhood Watch remain healthy with a balance of £571.92 and it is hoped that the annual barbeque will take place again this Summer.  We would like to thank Ginny Britton once again for all her efforts in the past in keeping our Neighbourhood Watch scheme running.  To finish by stating the obvious, we are very lucky to live in such a friendly and safe environment and if we all help to look out for one another it will stay that way.
16. Hornton & Horley Brownies Report

Cllr Offord read out the Report.  Currently have 15 brownies on roll.  They come from Hornton School, Shenington & Banbury.  Special activities this year have involved: Attending the St. George’s Day Parade, putting on a Panto for the parents & other siblings as a fundraiser to help with a trip to Legoland  In addition to normal running costs insurance costs £18 per brownie and we would like to thank the women’s working party for their donation, which makes a big difference to the finances of Brownies.  Finally, if anyone would like to help with Brownies we could do with another adult please contact Liz Hurst on 690175.

17. Hornton Youth Club Report

No report available.  Help with running the Youth Club has been sought this year.
18. Hornton Football Club

Cllr Cross read out the report from Mark Wright.  After gaining promotion to the Premier Division, this season was always going to be difficult.  Manager Stan Hillman has done a great job and by keeping together last year’s team and signing some new younger players, the Club has succeeded in maintaining Premier Division status.  Next season, he hopes to keep the momentum going but with only one side it is proving difficult to include the local younger boys.  In the future, the Club would like to run a reserve team but this will have to be discussed at length to ensure enough players would be available and to consider wear and tear on the pitch.  They would like to see improved changing facilities.  However the understand that the Village has decided not to undertake this project when the Pavilion is upgraded.  The Committee will discuss whether they have the resources during their AGM in July. 
19. 3 H’s Gardening Club Report

Cllr Cross presented the Report.  Club members enjoyed another good year.  The outing to Anglesey Abbey in Cambridgeshire was a great success.  The ever popular Mystery Tour was another good evening and at other meetings speakers included Mick West and Graham Soden. The Flower & Vegetable Show was very well supported and the judges commented on the good range of exhibits.  The Xmas Dinner was held at The Gate Hangs High which proved a very good choice.  To boost Club funds a very successful sale of garden tools and memorabilia was held in November and the Club also organised its first Bingo evening.  Joy Hillman remains Chairman.
20. Hornton Allsorts Drama Club Report

The Allsorts finally came out of semi-retirement for their Xmas Theme Night held in November.  This was a complete sell out and a very popular night.  Over £500 was raised to help towards the pantomime now planned for November 2007.  The pantomime has been chosen so watch this space!
21. Hornton Gossip Report

Cllr Stanley read out the report.  Both myself and Ann Hemmings hope that you still enjoy receiving and reading The Gossip.  The next issue will be compiled next week, after May Day.  Articles for inclusion in this issue will be very welcome either to me or Ann as soon as possible.  If you arte interested, all the back issues of The Gossip along with other memorabilia will be on display for you to read and look at in the Methodist Church on Sunday and Monday next as part of the Flower Festival, which this year is Hornton a Thousand Years of Oxfordshire.  We will also be serving cream teas on Sunday afternoon from 2.30pm to 5pm and there will be plants for sale in the Car Park on Sunday and on the Green on Monday, all proceeds for much needed Chapel funds.  So hope to see you there.  Once again, thank you to everyone who takes the time to send articles which make The Gossip such a good read. 
22. Keep Fit Club
Cllr Cross read out the report.  “Members of the Keep-Fit Club meet every Wednesday in the Pavilion from 7-8pm.  Since the new term started in the New Year, attendance has been particularly good, which is very encouraging.  The class has been running successfully for over 10 years and is suitable for all ages and abilities.  New members are always very welcome.”

23. Hornton Toddlers Report

No report available.
24. Resolutions or Questions
None

25. Any Other Business
· Harold Hart commented on the poor attendance.  The Chairman agreed that it was disappointing and thought that the lack of any contentious issues may be a factor.

· Peter Hart asked what the Parish Council’s view was on the loss of the Cycle Track for youngsters and were they prepared to support local use.  The Chairman commented that the only objection had been the noise and the suitability for national events.  It was agreed that this should be put on the agenda at the next Parish Council Meeting to consider whether local use should be proactively supported.
The meeting closed at 8.35pm.
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