HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD IN THE CHURCH ROOM ON MONDAY 27 APRIL 2009 at 7.15pm

Present:  Chairman Cllr Miles and Cllrs Burden, Griffiths, Jarrett and Stanley. Clerk: Alan Cater 

Residents present for Item 2:  L Bridgeman, A Turner, J Gibbins, R Cater, K Hartlett, L Cross, S Hillman, B Neville, S Parker, T & J Priest plus W & E Jeffs, J Short, F Jarrett and J Hyde, E Lewis, D Sadler who stayed on for the main Meeting


1.  Apologies 
Cllrs Cross and Offord and the following residents J Bridgeman, S Tweedsmuir, S & J Whitby, R & L Corke

2.  The future of the Church Room

This Item was chaired by Lindy Bridgeman of the PCC which is responsible for the Church Room.  She explained that it was good to have a forum to discuss this as, although the ultimate decision rests with the PCC, the Church Room is something special to the village and it is only right for people to have the opportunity to express their views.  She said that this is a head versus heart issue but confirmed that no decision has yet been made.  The Church Room is badly in need of refurbishment such as rewiring, heating, drainage, toilets including disabled access, re-siting of kitchen, roof work plus decorating and furnishing to make it attractive for lettings.  Just to get the basics done would cost upwards of £10,000 and this is likely to be an extremely conservative estimate and could well be double this.  Currently there is not a great deal of use and if it were not for the Ladies Working Party donation, outgoings would not be covered.  It would take many years to cover the outlay assuming that more use was made of it.  The Chapel is well used, the Pavilion has plans for refurbishment and if the proposed new school hall comes to fruition it will be available for use by the village.  Funding is therefore likely to be difficult if needs are covered elsewhere.  It will be necessary for the building to be closed if essential works are not undertaken.  One alternative is to sell it.  The PCC would be obliged to try and get planning permission in order to achieve the best possible price.  Suggested uses have been as a games room, reading room, museum, drop in centre, business use or as a dwelling.  It was explained that while it is owned by the PCC, the Oxford Diocese acts as Custodian Trustee.  This means that the proceeds of any sale would also be held in Trust and the PCC would receive the income only.  It may be possible to obtain agreement for some of the proceeds to be used for “ecclesiastical purposes” but this cannot be certain until a formal request is made.  It will not be possible to put the proceeds to other projects such as the Pavilion.  There was a useful discussion from the floor and from those who had expressed views beforehand, seeking clarification of ownership and what would happen to the proceeds.  This emphasised that the Church Room has a special place in the hearts of long standing villagers but it was acknowledged that legislation means that the building cannot be run on a casual voluntary basis as was the case in the past.  Mrs Bridgeman explained that the PCC would need to make some decisions at its meeting in approximately two weeks time and encouraged people to come forward with any other ideas.  An article will be placed in the Gossip so that everyone in the village is made aware of the problem.  A new Rector may be appointed shortly and if that is the case, the final decision could be put on hold until the new incumbent can consider the issue, possibly in the Autumn.  Mrs Bridgeman thanked everyone for attending and for their valuable contributions.
3.  Minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 28 April 2008
Cllr Stanley proposed that the minutes be adopted.  Cllr Jarrett seconded this.  This was agreed unanimously.

4.  Matters Arising

3.1.  At the last Annual Parish Meeting it was suggested a Pay Phone be installed at the Pavilion.  The telephone line has been retained and the Pay Phone will be installed once the positioning is agreed after the improvements at the Pavilion.
5.  Chairman’s Report

Cllr Miles welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  Cllr Reynolds, the County Councillor was unable to attend and Cllr Webb, the District Councillor had sent his apologies and had forwarded a written report..  He then gave a short report on planning.  Since the last Parish Meeting, there have been no new properties built in the Parish, there have only been alterations and extensions to existing buildings.  We have moved forward on an Affordable Housing Scheme for Hornton.  The proposed location for this is the Pavilion Car Park.  The Oxfordshire Rural Housing Partnership is proposing to build 4 units and because of the cost implications of such a small scheme, they have decided to lump us in with some other small schemes to make a larger scheme of 30 units.  They are at the moment bidding for funds for this larger scheme.  The next stage will be to update the Housing Needs Survey to make sure the houses are still required and then a period of Public Consultation before any building works takes place.  He thanked everyone who helps maintain the village by mowing the greens, picking up litter etc and asks them to keep up the good work.  It’s down to their hard work that Hornton is such a beautiful village.
6.  County Councillor’s Report

Not available – see District Councillor’ Report.
7.  District Councillor’s Report

The Clerk read out a note from Cllr Webb who sent his apologies.  “This year Cherwell has restructured it officers and offices, lots of new titles and some new faces, but still delivering to our "customers" value for money services. 
We have now been given the rating of an "Excellent Council".  The "ONE STOP SHOP" for all information, and information for those with internet access.  Finances have hit the headlines with this recession, and we are always scrutinising our recourses and finances. With the low interest rates which affect the Councils return on investments, you will welcome the fact that there will be no cuts to the services provided.  And we are still committed to our community plan 2016, delivering a better life in Cherwell.  We have the highest recycling percentage in the country, a big thank you to all our residents.  The latest document for comments was the Rural Strategy, I hope you have made comments on this.  Hopefully you met with the community police officers, PCSO Smith and PCSO Dale, on the 22nd April, when they did their Village introduction. The officer for Banbury Rural North is PC Philip Morris.  If any resident has any issues with services, recycling or planning, or issues with partnerships (police, public transport etc) which maybe scrutinized please contact me on 01295 730454.”  Cllr Webb has also agreed to take up the issue of residents not being able to use bus passes on the Dial-a-Ride Service.  Bus tokens only cover 10 round trips a year.
8.  Finance & G.P. Report

The Clerk distributed copies of the Parish Council’s receipts and payments for the year (including notes on any significant variations from last year) together with a Consolidated Summary of all the Parish Council’s Accounts.  The Parish Council has continued to control costs, down from £4,800 to £3,650, while building up a reserve for contingencies.  Once again it has maintained the Precept (the amount received from Cherwell DC from Council Tax) at £5,200 for the coming year.  During the year ended 31 March 2009, the balances on the main Parish Council Accounts have increased from £4,378.95 to £6,389.70.  The Subsidiary Accounts continue to be maintained entirely separately.

During the coming year some of the contingency reserves will be used towards the Hornton Stream flood alleviation project which will be to the benefit of residents living near by. 

9.  Roads and Highways Report

The Clerk presented the report
9.1.  Work has been undertaken on the footpath between West End and the Church.  A temporary surface is in place while work has been completed on installing a drainage pipe from the footpath through to the back of the Dun Cow.  This should prevent the risk of flooding again in the neighbouring properties.  We have received very good support from Oxfordshire Countryside Service at the County Council, Cherwell DC and the Environment Agency both with regard to the work and provision of grants (hopefully to be received shortly).  A particularly big thank you is due to Jonathan Short for all his hard work in organising and overseeing this project.  Thanks also to Mr & Mrs Fletcher, Mr & Mrs Gelling, Mr & Mrs Higgins and Lady Tweedsmuir for all their support and cooperation. It is hoped that that the footpath will be re-instated during May.

9.2.  There are ongoing discussions with Oxon Highways and residents to try and resolve the problem of the posts in the footpath in West End preventing access to the end of the road when cars are parked opposite. 

9.3.  There has been a delay in the provision of Portable Speed Indicator Signs although the locations in Millers Lane and Bell Street have been agreed with Cherwell DC.  From the floor, Mr Hyde commented on the speed of traffic along Quarry Road.  There is no speed limit so unless motorists are exceeding 60mph they are not acting illegally.  Consideration could be given to a reduction to say 50mph, but this would probably have little impact.  Mr Hyde also commented on the lack of gritting along Quarry Road during the snow.  It was explained that priority is given to bus routes.
9.4.  There are still some problems with vehicles parking on and damaging the Greens particularly at School times.  This continues to be monitored and the School Head reminds parents from time to time.

9.5.  The Public Footpath from the fields at the end of Townsend across towards Starveall Barn has been re-instated by Oxon Countryside Service.

9.6.  Last year’s disastrous resurfacing of the road through the village was partially rectified during the summer.

9.7.  We have received very good service from Oxon Highways who generally respond promptly when issues are raised with them. 

9.8.  As already mentioned by the Chairman, the Parish Council is very grateful to those residents who regularly maintain the Greens and other areas of the village on a voluntary basis.
9.9.  A letter has been received from Roy Tew of Eastgate Farm regarding the rights of way across his fields to the east of the village.  He asks that walkers stick to the designated right of way and avoid dogs running loose near the cows, especially during the calving season.  It would also be appreciated if dog walkers cleared any mess left by their dogs where the cows feed on the grass.  He points out that there is no right of way near the pool and that exercising dogs and encouraging them to swim is not conducive to enhancing the habitat for wildlife which is the objective.  The letter will be published in the Gossip and put on the Notice Board.
10.  Allotments Report (John Fox Charity)
Cllr Burden presented the report.  “Once again plots are being prepared for the coming season and considering the cold winter that we have just experienced they are looking in very good shape.  Rents are now in and at present we have 5 two-chain and 6 one-chains with the possibility of two further one-chain tenants if we can find someone with a plough.  There were reports last year of the increasing rabbit population eating some of the crops.  One gardener described the sight “At dusk you could watch them advancing from the bottom spinney like tribes of Indians”.  The two tenants in question have erected small fencing around part of their plots.  The John Fox Charity, which manages the field in which the allotments are in, consists of five Trustees made up of two from the School Governors (Duncan Raper and Simon Harris), two from the Parish Council (Paul Burden and Malcolm Cross) and one independent from the village (Ken Hartlett).  Its aim is to provide annual income from the piece of land which is then given to the local school.  In recent years, however, it has been necessary to insure the Trustees for liability, partly subsidised by the Parish Council.  It has therefore been suggested that the best way to achieve its objective is to sell the field with a covenant in place to protect the strip of allotments in perpetuity.  Proceeds to be placed in a high deposit account and interest paid to the school annually.  The next meeting is due shortly to discuss matters further.  I would like to close by thanking tenants for keeping their paths mown, also to remind dog walkers to keep pets on a lead while near to the seed beds. Lastly, I would like to wish all tenants a successful year.”
11.  Playground Report

Cllr Miles presented the report.  “The Committee consists of Don Wain (Chairman), Neil Shadbolt, David Jarrett, Paul Burden, and David Miles (Secretary and Treasurer).  The Committee has been fairly active this past 12 months mowing, strimming and generally keeping the Playground tidy.  We have also had bow top railings installed to the perimeter of three sides of the Playground and this work was undertaken by Direct Fabrications (Banbury) ltd.  Unfortunately due to a misunderstanding, a small section was missed out by the nut tree and this will be installed in the near future.  We have also had the mole catcher back again and he seems to have caught all the moles in the field at the moment.  In addition, David Jarrett has kindly repainted the slide steps free of charge so a big thanks to him.  We have finally got planning permission for the new access ramp but it has eight conditions.  We are at present in the process of having Structural Design Drawings for the ramp prepared by Wellan, a Structural Engineering firm and then we will be seeking estimates from local builders based on these drawings.  These estimates will then be used to apply for a grant for the ramp. We held our annual coffee morning in the Playground in August and raised £225 for the Helen & Douglas House Hospice.  We also held a Bingo earlier this month and raised £140 which we divided equally between the Thursday Club and the Hornton and Horley Brownies.  We have been carrying out our weekly inspections and ROSPA carried out our annual inspection in October.  There were no major issues and our Risk Assessment was Low to Medium Risk.”
12.  Pavilion Report
Cllr Jarrett read out the Report.  “The plans for the new extension have been passed by Cherwell District Council.  We have obtained three estimates to do the work, ranging from £82,000 to £95,000.   Steve Woodcock and Glen Walther have applied for grants to do the work.  A meeting has been arranged between the Pavilion committee and Oxfordshire County Council on Tuesday 28th April at 10.30 to see if they can help us with a grant.  The bonus ball lottery has been running since last September and is bringing in enough income to keep the Pavilion running without using any of the Reserve account which will be needed when work begins on the new extension.  Fundraising - Earlier this year we had a fundraising meeting and hope to arrange several events throughout the year. We hope these events will be well supported and promote the Pavilion:- 12 June - The return by popular demand of Reg Meuross  the other half of Hank Wangford fame with friend, 25 July – A Spanish Evening hopefully with Allsorts help,  23 August – Barbeque and Family Fun day starting at 12.30, 26 September – 60’s, 70’s & 80’s Disco, 7 November – Murder Mystery Evening with Allsorts help.  
Balance at Bank: Current Account £1,389.14 ; Reserve Account £32,286.92”
13.  JUMPA Report

No report received.  Comments were that this has been mainly a year for maintenance and limited fundraising.  No major expenditure.  The facility continues to be well used. 
14. Hornton Primary School Report
A Report from the Head Teacher was read out by Cllr Miles.  The year began with the building work to enlarge the School House to make room for the PFSU.  The Building work was finished in March and opened just before Easter Holidays. Mrs Clifford came back for the grand opening on a gorgeous sunny day.  The whole school and Peach Tree Preschool were very glad to be back together on site again.  Thanks to the village for their patience and support especially the Methodist Chapel and Village Pavilion. It would have been very difficult without these venues providing accommodation for classes.  Details of various class / school trips and activities were read out.  During the Autumn Term, Mrs Childs, the Head Teacher, was absent due to illness.  A School Council was formed, which gives children opportunity to share ideas about life in school as well as organize fundraising for play equipment.  Harvest service was held in the Chapel.  Each class did a presentation. The Harvest this year involved the ‘Readathon’ fundraising appeal for the Leonard Cheshire Home. Maurice O’Connor came and spoke to the children about disability.  Rev Jeff Chard led the Remembrance service at St John’s Church; the children planted crosses outside and class 3 watched the live broadcast of the service from the Cenotaph in London. A donation was sent to the Royal British Legion from school.  Tag Rugby: A group of children had reached the area finals and went to Bicester Rugby Club with all the finalists from the North of Oxford. Children in Need appeal: Mrs Offord arranged a collection for Pudsey bear.  Warriner Partnership Netball/ football festival was held. The School Association organised a Table top sale and Xmas bazaar in the school.  In the Spring Term, School was closed for 2 days for snow. Children enjoyed the opportunity for sledging!  We had a French student Teacher working in all the classes for 4 weeks, teaching French and Maths and also helping out in other areas.  Details of other activities were read out.  There was an Ofsted Inspection.  This Term, Mrs Childs and David Miles met with representatives from County regarding the building of a School Hall etc.  All the juniors ran in the Warriner cross country. None of them gave up!  Mrs Childs was very proud of their determination.  A busy term ahead of us with Maypole, Sats, arts festival at the Warriner School, sports day etc so we hope for good weather.  Hope to see you at our Summer Fete to be held on Friday 3 July after school followed by a Barbeque and Barn Dance in the playground or in the Pavilion if wet!  Thank you for all the support given to the school. Visits and offers of help are always very welcome.

15.  Ironstone Liaison Committee Representative Report
Cllr Miles presented the report.  Peter Bennie Ltd and Corus have recently submitted a planning application to Warwickshire CC to extract 200,000 tonnes of stone from around the Dry Hollow Quarry.  This quarry was worked by Hornton Quarries Ltd and they have now gone bankrupt.  The quarry is situated just inside the Warwickshire County border and adjacent to the A422 and is in Ratley, Edgehill and Upton Parish.  The workings will consist of the existing quarry and two small fields which are owned by the Thorne Family of Ratley.  It is intended to use wheel wash, weighbridge etc at Hornton Grounds and bring the stone out on to the A422 that way.  At the Wroxton Field Quarry, Peter Bennie Ltd will shortly be moving their buildings up to the top end of the quarry, as they have almost quarried all the land at Wroxton Fields.  The buildings will be sited near the quarry entrance and adjacent to the A422.  When this is done they will quarry where the buildings are now and up to the quarry entrance.  They have also stripped the top soil off phase 2B at Wroxton Fields Quarry which is the small field opposite the quarry entrance.  Because this stone is to be used for masonry products rather than hardcore, and the lack of orders for this due to the economic slowdown, no quarrying has yet taken place.  Also due to the economic slowdown, Alkerton Quarry has not yet been fully played out and so it has not yet been reinstated. 
16.  Neighbourhood Watch Report

The Clerk read out the Report from Jenny Bowes.  “2008/09 has, thankfully, been another quiet year.  As the weather is improving, unfortunately, so does the level of crime.  Over the past few weeks we have experienced an opportunist trying to gain access to the chapel, another unknown person trying to gain access to the back of the Gables and the theft of the Griffiths stone spaniel from their front garden. We have had several warnings from the Neighbourhood Watch about increased garden thefts and opportunists trying unlocked doors and windows.  If someone looks suspicious or is acting strangely and you think a crime is being committed call 999 or if you are unsure about a person and want to alert someone call Neighbourhood Watch on 0845 8 505 505.  The parking on and around the village green by parents delivering and collecting children seems to be escalating slightly so perhaps a letter to the school as a gentle reminder about considerate parking would be timely.   The Winter Warmer evening was well attended considering the freezing conditions and we managed to raise £118, thanks to all.  Two donations of £50 have been made to the Pavilion Extension Fund. The finances of the Neighbourhood Watch continue to be healthy and stand at £658.68.  The annual summer barbeque will hopefully take place again this year and is planned for Sunday 12th July 2008.  I met three Thames Valley Police support officers for North Oxfordshire at on open session in the Pavilion but it really did not achieve much and they advised that similar sessions were unattended.  I would just like to say a big thank you once more to all of the co-ordinators for their help and support in keeping our Neighbourhood Watch scheme running.

17.  Hornton History Group Report
The Clerk read out the Report. The History Group was formed in September 2007.  Meetings are held at The Swallows, Eastgate, Hornton, the home of Jane and Kevin Wain.  The meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month and new members are very welcome.  The Group managed to gather maps, photographs and information on the history of the local area.  It was then decided to collect items from 2008 to complete a book of Hornton 2008.  This had been previously done some years ago, by the WI.  A Cheese and Wine Evening was held on 25th April, 2008 to raise funds for the preparation of the book.  Another talk on the Quarry surrounding Hornton and District was held on the 2nd March.  David Robbins gave a very interesting talk on the quarrying of Hornton Stone and showed slides.  Colin Neville, who had worked at the quarry from 1958, also provided an old cine film to accompany his talk after David Robbins.  This was a very successful evening and further evenings on the history of the surrounding area will be held later in the year.  Hornton and the surrounding areas have a wonderful history and the History Group are very keen to pass on all information gathered for everyone to treasure.
18.  Hornton Football Club

No Report received.  It was mentioned that the team had reached the final of the Banbury & Jersey League Cup which was a very good achievement.  Unfortunately, they lost in the final to Bodicote Sports. 
19.  3 H’s Gardening Club Report

No Report received.  It was mentioned that the Flower Show will be taking place again this year.  A trip to Chartwell in Kent has been arranged and as usual there will be a Mystery Tour. 
20.  Hornton Allsorts Drama Club Report

There is nothing to report, although it is hoped that the Allsorts will be treading the boards again as mentioned in the Pavilion Report. 
21.  Hornton Gossip Report

Cllr Stanley read out the report.  “The next issue of ‘The Gossip’ will be compiled after May Day on Monday.  Articles will be gratefully received by myself or Ann Hemmings by the 1 May if possible.  We are now in our 18th year, and our village newspaper still seems to be as popular as ever.  The contents come from people in the village taking the time to write entertaining and informative articles.  Ann and I thank you all for helping us make ‘The Gossip’ such a good read - Long may it continue.”
22.  Keep Fit Club
The Clerk read out the report from Pauline Hart.  “The Keep Fit Club has been running successfully for over 15 years.  The class wintered in the Chapel but is now back in the Pavilion.  The club meets every Wednesday 7-8pm and is suitable for all ages and abilities.  New members are always welcome.” 
23.  Hornton & District WI

Reports were received from Angeline Turner and Trina and the Clerk read out a combination of the two. “It all started with a trip that Angeline Turner took to the Country Living Fair in London in Spring 2008.  She was casually looking at the WI Stand when she was asked whether her area had a WI.  She said no and was approached by the enthusiastic and wonderful Barbara Gray of the Oxfordshire Federation of WIs.  She said get 4 people together and in fact 15 turned up to discuss setting it up.  The Hornton and District WI was then formed in the Summer of 2008.  Our committee is evenly made up of ladies from Hornton and Horley whilst, I, as the sole Balscote volunteer, agreed to take up the Presidency of this new group from its onset.  Balscote PC and Wroxton PC kindly donated £100 each and Horley PC £25.  We have been running for approx. seven months now with an established membership of around 30 ladies of all backgrounds and ages - all sharing the same passion for the rural way of life and wishing to extend friendships and knowledge in a relaxed and happy atmosphere.  Having initially held our meetings at the Sports Pavilion we now meet regularly on the first Thursday of every month at the Methodist Chapel in Hornton.  Trying hard to accommodate all possible tastes, our speakers / demonstrations vary from learning about skin care and make-up, a talk on Monet's House and Garden, to a hands-on soft sculpture workshop!   We are also planning several Summer excursions including Horley Alpaca Farm, Snowshill and will, of course, be travelling to London to watch the stage performance of Calendar Girls later in the year.  We are a self-funding operation and to that end recently arranged a large fund raising event last Saturday (25th April) - an Expensive Mistakes Sale held in the Pavilion which raised £744.  We shall also have a stall at the forthcoming May Day Fete to raise our profile and we look forward to meeting villagers on that afternoon.  Although enjoying a healthy membership, we are always keen to encourage more members to join - a W.I. group is, after all, only as good as its' membership.  Finally, although I am unable to be here personally, I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to Alan for reading this brief report, to the people of Hornton (and Horley) and of course, to the Parish Council for your kind support in our new venture, one which I hope everyone agrees, has further enhanced the community life and spirit of this delightful village.  Many thanks, Mrs Trina Wilcock, President of Hornton and District W.I.
24.  Hornton & Horley Brownies

The Report from Liz Hurst was read out by Cllr Miles. “Brownies takes place every Monday 5-6.30pm.  There are 16 Brownies (with a waiting list of 10) who come from Hornton, Horley, Shenington and North Newington.  We take part in a number of activities like cooking, dancing, craft and sports.  We would all like to thank the Playground Committee for the generous gift of £70.  We, at present, do not know whether to take the Brownies out and about or just use it for general use.  In the last term we have learnt how to make fleece from Amy Harrison and have taken an agility badge.  We have learnt what it is like to be blind and deaf from certain activities which have given the Brownies an insight as to what it would be like by wearing blindfolds and ear plugs..  We are at present raising money for Woodland Trust as a large project throughout the Brownie movement.  It is lovely to see the girls gain confidence and give them some knowledge of the value of life.  Like our motto says “Think of others before yourself”.  Thank you once again. 
23.  Resolutions or Questions
The Parish Council will consider the issue raised about speeding along Quarry Road.
24.  Any Other Business
None
The meeting closed at 9.05pm.
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