HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD IN THE CHURCH ROOM ON MONDAY 28 APRIL 2008 at 7.30pm

Present:  Chairman Cllr Miles and Cllrs Burden, Griffiths, Jarrett, Offord, and Stanley. Clerk: Alan Cater 

Residents present:  None

Guests present:  Cllr George Reynolds
 (County Councillor)


1.  Apologies 
Cllr Cross



 
2.  Minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 30 April 2007
Cllr Stanley proposed that the minutes be adopted.  Cllr Offord seconded this.  This was agreed unanimously.

3.  Matters Arising

3.1.  Comment was made at the last Annual Parish Meeting about the poor attendance (6 residents). It is disappointing to report that no residents are present this evening.
3.2.  The clerk reported that it had been confirmed to Cherwell DC that the Parish Council’s objections to the BMX Cycle Track on land owned by the Harts was purely because of noise and the unsuitably for national events.  It supported the use locally.  Planning was nevertheless rejected by Cherwell DC.
4.  Chairman’s Report

Cllr Miles welcomed Cllr Reynolds.  He then gave a short report on planning.  Since the last Parish Meeting, there have been no new properties built in the Parish, there have only been alterations and extensions to existing buildings.  We have moved forward on an Affordable Housing Scheme for Hornton.  Oxfordshire Rural Housing Partnership has us down in their future commitments for 4 units.  This may have to be increased to 6 units because of the difficulty in developing the preferred site which is the Pavilion Car Park.  At the moment, the Architects are drawing up detailed plans for submission to the planning authority which will be presented to an open village meeting where everyone can have their say before the Scheme goes any further.  Some very provisional plans are on show this evening here in the Church Room.  He thanked everyone who helps maintain the village by mowing the greens, picking up litter etc and asks them to keep up the good work.  It’s down to their hard work that Hornton is such a beautiful village.
5.  County Councillor’s Report
Cllr Reynolds commented on various topics as follows: 
1. There was some concern regarding the review of schools.  However this should not affect Hornton where numbers are good and the school is being extended.  In fact most local schools are up to their numbers.  Head Teachers covering more than one school has been one idea being discussed but he believes that this would be part of a slippery slope and is very much against it.  The change to Academy status at Drayton School could potentially impact on secondary school options in the immediate area once things settle down.

2. Quarrying and minerals extraction has tended to move away from the immediate Hornton area.

3. Usage at Alkerton Tip should reduce as more recycling is done.  Much landfill will be replaced by incinerators which are likely to be sited in the south of the county.

4. The planning system at Cherwell DC is being changed.  There will now be one committee rather than north and south and it is planned that objectors and representatives will be able to speak and debate at meetings.

5. The Sports Centres in the area are now being run by a different company.

6. Council services will be available to residents at a one stop shop system both at Bodicote House and in the centre of town (likely to be at the Tourist Information centre rather than the present small unit in Bridge Street).
7. There has been a problem with the issue of bus passes where some 5000 people have been issued with two. 
6.  District Councillor’s Report

The Clerk read out a note from Cllr Webb who sent his apologies. Most of his points will be covered by Cllr Reynolds.  Cllr Webb is involved with Planning, Licensing and Environment and Scrutiny Panels.  Residents are invited to contact him if they have any problems.  There have been no more issues that affect Hornton as part of the Local Development Framework process.  The main is the potential spread from Banbury to Drayton and Hanwell.
7.  Finance & G.P. Report

The Clerk distributed copies of the Parish Council’s receipts and payments for the year (including notes on any significant variations from last year).  He apologised for not being able to provide a Consolidated Summary of the Parish Council’s Accounts as, despite an early request, he had not yet received accounts for the Pavilion and JUMPA.  During the year the Council increased the Precept by £200 to £5,200 to help increase the reserve.  The previous year-end balances of £2,058 were increased to £4,379 so the financial position is healthy and in excess of the minimum balance of 50% of the Precept, as recommended by the Auditor.  The Parish Council has been able to avoid increasing the Precept for the coming year. The Subsidiary Accounts continue to be maintained entirely separately.
8.  Roads and Highways Report

The Clerk presented the report
1. The footpath between West End and the Church -  Proposed improvements of the footpath between West End and the Church have been put on hold pending work being done to improve the flow of the stream which runs beneath it.  Discussions have been held regarding the stream with the residents affected, the Environment Agency and Cherwell DC.  Jonathan Short has obtained a quote 0f £12,000 - £14000 for re-piping the stream.  The Parish Council is willing to make a contribution and is also seeking a contribution from the Environment Agency.  It is perverse that Hornton Brook has been designated as part of the main River System and is likely to cause flooding of properties yet the Environment Agency claims no responsibility either for maintenance or improvements.
2. The Village Greens - There are still occasions when cars are parked partially or fully on the Village Greens (especially the small triangular Green which is becoming even smaller).  This happens particularly at school times.  The School Head continues to remind parents about this problem.  Notices have not worked and in fact were destroyed. A new seat (kindly donated by the Neighbourhood Watch Committee) is to be installed on the Green which will limit access for cars.  David Kings has kindly repaired the seat on the main Green.

3. Footpath at Townsend off Millers Lane - The clearing of this footpath by Oxon CC has been a great success and access is now very good even during wet weather.  Pete Joyner arranged for the surface to be stoned to improve access to the marquee for his daughter’s wedding and this has provided a lasting benefit for everyone.  Unfortunately one problem gets solved and another is created.  Some dog walkers are allowing their animal’s to foul the footpath.  Following a visit from the Cherwell DC Dog Warden, notices have now been put up.  There has been some improvement although the problem has not been completely eradicated.  There has been a similar situation on the footpath that runs through the garden of Cromwells.
4. Grass Cutting - The Parish Council is very grateful to those residents who regularly maintain the Greens and other areas of the village on a voluntary basis.
5. Village Lighting - Enquiries have been made regarding a street light for Eastgate.  Unfortunately the cost of connecting to the nearest point at the end of Pages Lane is exorbitant (up to £10k).  Neither Npower nor Oxon Highways have funds to make a contribution.  Solar power lights are still not effective enough for winter use.
6. Speed of Cars through the Village - The Parish Council has ordered two fixing points for Portable Speed Indicator Signs for Millers Lane and Bell Street.  These will be installed within the next month or so.
7. Resurfacing of the road through the Village - The re-surfacing that took place last summer was fairly disastrous with lots of loose chippings left behind.  A complaint was made to Oxon CC who reported that there had been problems with these contractors throughout the County.  They plan to have the work redone this summer.
8. Christmas Lights - Thanks to Roger Corke for the donation of new lights from the proceeds of his Guardian Column.  Thanks also to Maggie and Andrew Higgins for allowing us to use the power supply from their garage.
9.  Allotments Report (John Fox Charity)
Cllr Burden presented the report.  As with past years, planting is now under way after a cold early spring.  Rents have been collected and tenants issued with a list of rules.  At present we have 5 two chain plots and 5 one chain plots being tended, with two new tenants – perhaps we are following the current increase in demand with some areas reporting a I and 2 year waiting list possibly caused by the rising price of food, organic gardening and people going green (or in this case growing greens).  Whatever the reasons there is still availability to villagers whether they require a full, ½ or ¼ size so just contact Alan or myself as it is not too late.  The 12 perimeter trees have been checked and although the mature trees are thriving some of the younger trees have died – maybe as a result of animals.  We hope to replace these with more mature trees and better protection over the coming seasons.  I would like to thank the growers who keep their paths and land tidy.  I realise that it is a problem for some with neighbouring allotments lying dormant but hopefully we can fill these.  As one devoted gardener said “It’s a wonderful place just to sit down, admire the views and watch the buzzards overhead” and with that I wish all a successful season in 2008.  The Clerk reported that consideration is being given to finding two new Trustees for the John Fox Charity now that insurance is in place.    
10.  Playground Report

Cllr Miles presented the report.  “The Committee consists of Don Wain (Chairman), Neil Shadbolt, David Jarrett, Paul Burden, and David Miles (Secretary and Treasurer).  The Committee has been fairly active this past 12 months mowing, strimming and generally keeping the Playground tidy.  We have also had the mesh fence installed at the west end of the playground by Lionel W Gibbs (Hornton) Ltd and we are now awaiting them cutting the tops off the posts to complete the contract.  We have had the mole catcher in and he seems to have caught all the moles in the field.  In addition, David Jarrett has kindly repainted the Rocking Rocket free of charge so a big thanks to him.  We have finally got a set of plans drawn up for the new access ramp which are acceptable to Cherwell DC Planning Department and their Conservation Department and these will be submitted in the near future.  We will be replacing the dilapidated chain link fence at the west end of the playground with bow topped railings and it is intended to replace all the chain link fencing with bow topped railings in the near future.  We held our annual coffee morning in the Playground in August and raised £228 for the Helen & Douglas House Hospice.  The weather was kind and a good time was had by all.  We have been carrying out weekly inspections and ROSPA carried out our annual inspection in September this year.  There were no major issues and our Risk Assessment was Low to Medium Risk.  Cllr Miles read out some very complimentary comments from the ROSPA Report and this was the best report ever.
11.  Pavilion Report
Cllr Jarrett read out the Report from the Chairman, Ian Harris.  
1. Use of the Pavilion – The Pavilion is used on a regular basis by the Gardening Club and the Brownies.  For a number of months up to Easter 2008, the Peachtree Playgroup and Reception Class from Hornton School used the hall on a daily basis while an extension was built at the school.  During this time the Mother & Toddler Group and the Keep Fit Club moved to alternative sites but it is hoped that they will now resume use of the Pavilion.  Other occasional bookings continue to take place, some of which contribute to the general funding of the Pavilion.
2. Repairs / Maintenance – The building is in generally sound condition with no known major faults.  Some minor repairs are being held in abeyance until a final decision has been reached regarding the extension of the kitchen and refurbishment.  Most people will be aware that two surveys of the site have shown the presence of two species of bats during the summer months and this has had an impact on any proposed alterations and a special licence will be required before any building work can take place.  A sub committee met on the 24 April to discuss future plans and the most likely outcome will be to extend the kitchen as already planned and keep the roof space above the kitchen for the Long Eared bats.  Nesting boxes would need to be installed for the Pipistrelle bats.  Following a survey by a structural engineer, the proposal to open the roof space in the hall area is probably not practical as there are tie rods across the ceiling which are an essential part of the structure of the building and cannot be removed.  Repairs to the Pavilion road are planned as the surface is starting to break up.
3. Committee – I would like to thank all the officers and members of the committee for their continued support and work in keeping this valuable village resource available for use by individuals, clubs and organisations from the village.  We are always looking for new ways to use the Pavilion and ideas and suggestions are welcomed, as are new committee members.  Meetings are posted on the village board and anyone is welcome to attend.

Cllr Jarrett reported that he had not received any details of finances.

12.  JUMPA Report

The Clerk read out the report from Steve Woodcock (Chairman).  The JUMPA committee is now largely focused on limited fund raising, maintenance and grass-cutting/weeding.  The chairman would like to acknowledge the hard work of a number of the committee in doing this.  The area is well used and has proved popular with children and the school. The intent this year is to get a tennis ladder to encourage more adults to play and it is hoped that 5-a side football might restart with nicer weather.  CDC has visited the site to investigate what potential there is for the remaining scrub area to encourage wildlife and native plants. A further meeting is scheduled.  JUMPA's financial position remains healthy with just over £5,000 in the bank, recognising that maintenance costs will rise and there are already signs of some surface wear. Other costs have been incurred to repair minor damage, unfortunately some of it clearly deliberate.

 Overall however the area continues to provide a flexible asset for the village.

13. Hornton Primary School Report
The Head Teacher had not been available to prepare a report due to a family bereavement.  Cllr Offord, Chairman of the School Governors reported that the number of children is now 82.  The School is now in partnership with the Peachtree Playgroup.  Following the building work, the Peachtree Playgroup and the Reception Class are now back in situ.  A village open evening is planned for the future.  Class 3 has had a trip to South Wales and Class 2 has had a local trip out.  There has been continued close involvement with the parents.  Even with the new buildings and new teachers the school remains financially sound and is working within budget. 
14.  Ironstone Liaison Committee Representative Report
Cllr Miles presented the report.  Peter Bennie Ltd has recently submitted a planning application for some additional buildings at Hornton Grounds.  This is not to increase production of their wall stone chopping or masonry products but to simply improve the working conditions for their employees.  At the Wroxton Fields Quarry, they are ready to move their buildings up to the top end of the quarry as they have now quarried all the land nearest to North Newington.  The buildings will be sited near to the quarry entrance and the stone from this will be used for stone chopping.  The Alkerton Quarry is now just about played out and Peter Bennie Ltd is at present applying on behalf of the landowners for permission to fill with inert waste.  This is to alleviate drainage problems.
15.  Neighbourhood Watch Report

The Clerk read out the Report from Jenny Bowes.  2007 was generally uneventful on the crime front, which is very good news. We have had the odd prowler and milk theft so should still remain vigilant to keep the status quo over the coming year.  Once more we have had many building activities in the village bringing in a lot of strangers and their vehicles. Most of these are completely legitimate but it does, however, mean that we need to be aware of criminals using the activities as a shield. The advice, as ever, is if you see someone who looks suspicious or who is acting strangely call 999 if a crime is being committed or 0845 8 505 505 if you are unsure and want to alert someone.  The concerns over the parking on and around the village green by parents delivering and collecting children have been alleviated temporarily with the Peach Tree being based in the Pavilion for most of the past year, we wait to see how the situation progresses now that they are back on the school premises.  The introduction of the Winter Warmer evening was a great success and, despite us being non-profit making, we raised £186, thanks to all. The finances of the Neighbourhood Watch continue to be healthy and stand at £510.26 after spending £434 on a new seat for the Green.  The annual summer barbeque will take place again this summer and is planned for Sunday 20th July 2008.  We have gained two Thames Valley Police support officers for North Oxfordshire, which is welcome; we look forward to seeing them out and about in the neighbourhood.  We would like to thank Joy Clegg and Eileen Lewis for all of their help with the Watch as they have stepped down, however, Ruth Griffiths, Zoe Whitehead, Harriet Caviezel, Linda Morgan and Carole Campbell have all been recruited and are already doing a fantastic job. Thanks to all of the co-ordinators, past and present, for their help and support in keeping our Neighbourhood Watch scheme running.  We look forward to a crime free 2008.

16.  Hornton History Group Report
The Clerk read out the Report prepared by Kevin and Jane Wain.  The Group was started last September, mainly due to interest in the exhibition in the Chapel at that year’s May Day when several people expressed an interest in starting a History club.  We meet on the first Tuesday of the month and currently have about 10 members.  At the moment we are in the process of compiling a “Year Book” for 2008, detailing all aspects of Village life.  We are also filming interviews with some of the older residents of Hornton, asking them about their memories of growing up and living in Hornton.  We have a growing collection of old photos and memorabilia and plan various events later ion the year so that we can exhibit these.  Our first event was a Cheese & Wine evening last Friday but at the time of writing this hasn’t yet occurred!  Hopefully it was well attended!  New members are always very welcome, we are very informal, just come along on the first Tuesday to The Swallows, Eastgate or call Kevin and Jane Wain on 670716 
17.  Hornton Football Club

Cllr Burden read out the report from Mark Wright.  At the beginning of the season the team struggled and the loss of some key players resulted in low team morale.  However manager Stan Hillman introduced some younger players and from January onwards the team gained confidence and picked up some good results – the highlight of the season was winning the Benevolent Cup at Banbury United 2-1.  The season has ended with Hornton in the top half of the Banbury and Lord Jersey League and the club is in a good financial position with over £1,500 cash and approximately £2,000 in Building Society Shares.  Secretary Mark Wright has received a letter from the league regarding poor quality changing rooms.  If there is a long delay in the refurbishment pf the Pavilion then the club may have to look at improvement sooner rather than later.
18.  3 H’s Gardening Club Report

Cllr Burden read out the Report.  The Gardening Club is in its 21st year and from the beginning it has been an unqualified success and remains as popular as ever with membership around the 50 mark.  The outing was to Tatton Park in Cheshire and the Mystery Tour is now a well established date in the calendar enjoyed by many members.  Some old friends returned to give talks and the evening out was to Broughton Grange Gardens.  The Flower & Vegetable Show was again very well supported with the judges commenting on the high standard of entries.  All in all it has been another successful year.
19.  Hornton Allsorts Drama Club Report

There is nothing to report, although it is hoped that there may be a production later in the year.

20.  Hornton Gossip Report

Cllr Stanley read out the report.  The Gossip still seems to be as popular as ever due to the wonderful articles we receive from residents of Hornton.  The last two issues have been particularly good with us having to go to 8 pages.  Thank you everyone who takes the time to send us articles – we couldn’t do it without you.  Our next issue will be after May Day so that we can publish the results.  Any articles for this issue will be gratefully received either to myself or Ann Hemmings through the letterbox or by email.  Thank you to the Parish Council for helping to fund us.  We are short of funds at the moment and could do with a cheque if that is possible.

21.  Keep Fit Club
Cllr Burden read out the report from Pauline Hart.  Once again I am pleased to report that the Keep Fit club has been well attended over the past year.  Our class has always been held at the Pavilion but at the beginning of September, due to an extension being built at the school, the school had to move two of their classes to the pavilion.  This involved them moving and storing a lot of equipment there.  This then had to be moved to sides of the room before and after our class.  Space was limited for us.  We approached the Chapel about having our classes there temporarily and they were in full agreement.  The school was very appreciative.  It was a very satisfactory arrangement for all concerned.  We moved back to the pavilion after Easter.  We are always pleased to welcome new members.  The class is suitable for all ages and abilities.  We look forward to another successful year.
23.  Resolutions or Questions
Some residents have suggested that now there is a telephone line linked to the Pavilion a Pay Box should be installed.  This would be useful in emergencies.  Mobile phone reception is not good.  Any additional costs of line rental etc could be recouped by adjusting the cost of hiring the Pavilion.  This will be put to the Pavilion Committee.
24.  Any Other Business
None
The meeting closed at 9.05pm.
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