HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD IN THE PAVILION ON MONDAY 26 APRIL 2010 AT 7.30pm

Present:  Chairman Cllr Miles and Cllrs Burden, Griffiths, Jarrett, Offord and Stanley. Clerk: Alan Cater 

County Councillor George Reynolds also attended.

Residents present:  None

1.  Apologies 
Cllr Cross

2.  Minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 27 April 2009
Cllr Jarrett proposed that the minutes be adopted.  Cllr Griffiths seconded this.  This was agreed unanimously.

3.  Matters Arising

3.1.  At the last Annual Parish Meeting it was suggested that the speed limit on Quarry Road should be reduced.  This request was declined by Oxon CC Highways as only A roads are being considered for 50mph at present
4.  Chairman’s Report

Cllr Miles welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  He gave a short report on planning.  Since the last Parish Meeting, there have been no new properties built in the Parish, there have only been alterations and extensions to existing buildings.  We have made some progress on the Affordable Housing Scheme for Hornton.  This consists of 4 units which will be located in the Pavilion Car Park.  The car park will then be located further down the track at the end of the football pitch.  The Oxfordshire Rural Housing Partnership presented the proposed plans to the village at an informal meeting last summer, where everybody had the opportunity to have a good look at the plans and make their comments.  The consensus of the meeting seemed to be favourable.  Another meeting was organised at the end of last year with the prospective tenants and any other interested parties to show the internal layout of the houses before applying for planning permission. We have now moved to the next stage and ORHP are in the process of applying for funds and then submitting a formal planning permission.  He thanked everyone who helps maintain the village by mowing the greens, picking up litter etc and asks them to keep up the good work.  It’s down to their hard work that Hornton is such a beautiful village.  He also thanked Julie Stanley for all her hard work on the Parish Council as this is her last meeting as a Parish Councillor.
5.  County Councillor’s Report

Cllr George Reynolds apologised for the state of the roads during and after the extreme weather conditions during the winter.  The County had to follow national instructions with regard to gritting.  There has been a heavy demand for grit / salt bins (50 / 60 across the County) and this is unlikely to be met until about September.  He is aware of plans for the School and he suggests that this should be progressed as quickly as possible given the political situation and need for cuts.  Hornton’s planned Affordable Housing is well placed as many schemes are experiencing difficulties due to landowners hoping to obtain full land prices.  The contract will SITA for Alkerton Tip has been taken away with most landfill waste moving to Ardley.
6.  District Councillor’s Report

Cllr Webb was unable to attend but see report from Cllr Reynolds above.
7.  Finance & G.P. Report

The Clerk distributed copies of the Parish Council’s receipts and payments for the year (including notes on any significant variations from last year) together with a Consolidated Summary of all the Parish Council’s Accounts.  The Parish Council has continued to control normal running costs.  There have been significant one-off costs this year – approximately £2,000 towards the Flood Alleviation Project, £800 for Portable Speeding Signs, £350 for new photocopier and ink and £200 Valuation Fee for the Allotment Land.  During the year ended 31 March 2010, the balances on the main Parish Council Accounts have decreased from £6,389.70 to £5,007.45.  The Subsidiary Accounts continue to be maintained entirely separately.  It has been necessary to increase the Precept (the amount received from Cherwell DC from Council Tax) from £5,200 to £5,500 for the coming year.  This is the first increase for three years.  This is necessary to help cover the cost of borrowing £10,000 for the Allotment Land.  

8.  Roads and Highways Report

The Clerk presented the report
8.1.  Since the last Annual Parish Meeting, the Flood Alleviation Scheme has been completed and the footpath between West End and the Church re-instated. Torrential rain tested out the drainage and there has been no sign of flooding.  Grants have been received from Cherwell DC and The Environment Agency (£2,500 each) and their support together with that from Tony Baldry MP has been appreciated.  Thanks again to all residents who made a contribution and especially Jonathan Short for overseeing the project. 

8.2.  In common with the rest of the country our roads have been badly affected by the snow and ice.  Some of the potholes have been repaired but work is still to be completed around the Greens, off Millers Lane and Pages Lane.  Grit / Salt bins have been ordered for Eastgate and Bell Street.

8.3.  The Parish Council is supporting the proposal to reduce the speed limit along the Stratford Road from Wroxton to 50mph.  Priority is being given to A roads and the Parish Council request to consider a speed limit along Quarry Road has been declined.

8.4.  Speed measurement has demonstrated that virtually no cars are breaking the 30mph limit in the village.  However it is still perceived that, at times, drivers are not travelling at a reasonable speed.  The response to a request for a 20mph speed limit in the village was as follows: “The County Council is not currently progressing any further 20mph speed limits until the Oxford trial has been in place and effects assessed.  There are actually two types of limit, 20mph in which vehicles must already be travelling at less than 24mph, and a 20 zone where the roads must be traffic calmed to bring the vehicle speed down.  As you can see this would have a lot of environmental impact on small villages such as yours.”

8.5.  Portable Speed signs are now being placed periodically in Millers Lane and Bell Street.  Initially these were set at 34mph to allow for tolerance before the speed was illegal.  The Parish Council has pursued this and they are now being set at 30mph.  Additional speed warning signs are also in place to encourage drivers to travel at a reasonable speed.

8.6.  Parking on and around the Greens continues to be a problem.  Support from the Neighbourhood Police Unit is being sought.

8.7.  Requests have been received for the re-instatement of some of the Public Footpaths around the village and this is being pursued.

9.  Allotments Report (John Fox Charity)
Cllr Burden presented the report.  “With the long spell of warm spring weather we have been having recently, tenants are busy preparing their plots for the coming season. In spite of the long cold winter, the allotments are looking very well indeed.  Although the allotment land is quite high up, I am pleased to reportthat seed beds have not been affected by the Icelandic volcanic eruption!  Rents have now been collected, and at present we have a 6 - 2 chain and a 6 - 1 chain with a further 5 chain available to rent.  Because of attacks by rabbits, badgers, deer etc in recent years, I note some holders have fenced around the perimeter and even put up fishing lines to ward off pigeons. I wish them all every success with their efforts.  The John Fox Charity, which manages the field and consist of 5 trustees, are at present awaiting another meeting. Meanwhile Alan,our parish clerk, has contacted the Charity Commission and has found that we (the Parish Council) can compulsory purchase the strip of land that make up the allotments. We are now waiting for a valuation of the strip of land in question.  I would like to close by thanking tenants for keeping their plots tidy and remind dog owners to keep pets on a lead in that part of the field, and wish all the growers a successful year.”
10.  Playground Report
Cllr Miles presented the report.  “The Playground Committee consists of Don Wain (Chairman), Neil Shadbolt David
Jarrett, Paul Burden and David Miles (Secretary and Treasurer). The Committee have been fairly active again this past 12 months mowing, strimming and generally keeping the playground tidy. We have recently had the mole catcher back and the playground seems to be mole free at the moment. But I am sure that a new family of moles will soon move

in, it seems to be a constant battle with the little creatures. David Jarrett has kindly repainted the swings free of charge so a big thanks to him and we have installed a new swing seat We have not made the progress we had hoped to make on the new access ramp due to Wellan the firm of Structural Engineers we engaged to produce our Structural Design Drawings not coming up with the goods. So we have recently engaged the services of Andrew Baxter who is a local Structural Engineer and hopefully he will soon get things moving. Without the Structural Design Drawings we cannot get estimates from local builders and without the estimates we cannot apply for grants.  We held our Annual Coffee Moming in the Playground last September and raised £234.00 for Helen & Douglas House Hospice. We are holding our Annual Bingo on Monday 10 May in the Pavilion and the proceeds will go to children's groups in the village. We also intend to hold our Annual Coffee Morning in the playground in late summer and the proceeds will go to Helen & Douglas House Hospice.  We have been carrying out weekly inspections and ROSPA carried out our annual

inspection in September. There were no major issues and our Risk Assessment was Low Risk.”
11.  Pavilion Report
Cllr Stanley read out the Report.  “Since the last AGM a lot of progress has been made with the refurbishment of the Pavilion.  The Pavilion Committee agreed that the kitchen extension, heating system and general appearance of the building should take priority.  Thanks go to Steve Woodcock and Glen Walther who have obtained grants from SITA for £50,000 towards refurbishment and from Oxfordshire County Council of £5,000.00 when the work is completed.  To begin refurbishment the shell of the kitchen extension had to be built and G. Walther Ltd was awarded the contract.  This has been done although a temporary flat roof has been put onto it because of the bat situation.  A consultant has been engaged to advise, and obtain a licence for work to be completed - hopefully in the Autumn. The steps to the kitchen have also been altered and a retaining wall built.  T. Gibbs has been asked to put railings around this area.  The windows have been ordered from Fairmitre Windows and will be installed in the next few weeks.  Under-floor heating will also be installed in the near future.  Hopefully this work will not disrupt the general letting of the Pavilion, but it may have to be closed for about a month whilst the heating system is installed.  Because of all the works being carried out at the moment, fundraising is a priority.  The Allsorts put on a Spanish Evening in July.  What a wonderful evening we had and £358.30 was raised. Thank you Allsorts. Mark Bowes once again organised the very popular Annual Music Festival at the Pub and we raised £1,604.00 from BBQ and gate. Thank you Mark. Ann Joyner very successfully produced and directed the Panto ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ in February.  Thank you to all who took part, it was a brilliant production.  We didn’t know we had so many talented actors living in Hornton!  Proceeds of £2,388.00 went to Pavilion Funds.  Well Done!  She has also organised two progressive dinners, one last Autumn and one last weekend.  Thank you Ann for all your hard work. The lottery is still running although on a smaller scale.  May Day should also swell the depleting funds.  Thank you to everyone who runs a stall for Pavilion Funds.  Also a big thank you to Liz Jeffs who has taken the bookings for so many years, and the Committee, present and past, who have given their time and effort to provide such excellent facilities for our village.”
12.  JUMPA Report

No report received.  This has been mainly a year for maintenance and limited fundraising.  No major expenditure.  The facility continues to be well used. 
13. Hornton Primary School Report
No report was available from the Head Teacher has she has been stuck in China as a result of the Volcano ash problem. 
14.  Ironstone Liaison Committee Representative Report
Cllr Miles presented the report.  “All quarrying activities at Wroxton and Alkerton ceased at the beginning of March and the quarries have been mothballed for the time being, due to the continued slump in building activity in the area. The masonry products part of the business which is sited at Homton Grounds is still operating at the moment, but this is being kept under review.”
15.  Neighbourhood Watch Report

The Clerk read out the Report from Jenny Bowes.  Thankfully it has been another quiet year to report on the crime front.  The most worrying activity in our area has been the theft of fuel and machinery from farms, some of which involved violence. Speed Watch signs have been placed on Millers Lane and Bell Street and a flashing warning sign has also now been set up. Many thanks to Alan Cater for making this happen and to Ian Harris for pointing us in the right direction.  Parking on and deterioration of the greens remains a concern. The constant erosion together with an increase in the size of delivery vehicles means that the greens are really suffering.  The summer barbeque was well attended and £226.11 was raised, thank you to everyone who supported the event. A suggested date for this year’s barbeque is Sunday 18th July 2010.  The Winter Warmer took place for the second year in a row but the venue was changed to the Dun Cow with Gwyneth and Martin providing the warming mulled wine in festive surroundings. The Lucky Dip proved popular with the children, thanks to Carole for arranging this. Again, a big thank you to everyone for coming out in the cold to support us, a very welcome £60 was raised.  The current balance held is £744.79 after expenses and a small donation to the church window fund.  Lastly a huge thanks to all of the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators for their time and help with keeping our village watch operating.

16.  Hornton History Group Report
The Clerk read out the Report from Kevin Wain. “The history club have had another busy year finishing with a history evening at the chapel on Monday the 19th of April. The event was about the changing face of our villages over the years and featured our guest speaker Martin Greenwood. The event was started though by a 15 minute film which was the result of several interviews conducted over the last 18 months. The interviewees were the late Hilda Rump and Harold Hart plus Jean Gibbins, Olive Freeman, Jean Puddle, Phyllis Miles, Audrey Turner and Pam Wain. It was a fascinating insight into village life in their childhood years and as they lived their lives in Hornton. Much treasured memories that will now be kept safe for future generations. We have also now completed the 2008 year book so now have books for 1965, 1985 and 2008. We now plan to document more of Hornton's history over the coming year with the possibility of a village history guide, we are also planning another open evening looking at the civil war and the battle of Edge Hill. We would also like to gather more photos and documents to ensure they don't get lost and discarded over the coming years”.
17.  Hornton Football Club

No Report received.  The Club is looking forward to improved facilities at the Pavilion. 
18.  3 H’s Gardening Club Report

No Report received.  The Club continues to be well supported with regular speakers and trips
19.  Hornton Allsorts Drama Club Report

No Report received.  The Spanish Evening last Summer was a great success and enjoyed by all who attended. 
20.  Hornton Gossip Report

Cllr Stanley read out the report.  “‘The Gossip’ is now in its 19th year and is still very popular, thanks to all your contributions.  I think we are probably one of the only village newspapers that does not rely on outside advertisements for content and income.  Thank you, Parish Council for your contributions and funding.  Our content is full of articles from Hornton villagers who find the time to write about their interests, achievements and the places they have visited. Also included is what we do together in the village – which is quite a lot ! We also aim to keep you all informed on village issues and events. Over the past few years ‘The Gossip’ has grown from 4 to sometimes 12 pages - which is a great tribute to our village. So thank you everyone for submitting your articles to us.  The next issue of ‘The Gossip’ is at the beginning of May – so we need articles either to myself or Ann Hemmings by the end of the week if possible.  Thank you for your support”
21.  Keep Fit Club
No Report received.  The Club continues to run successfully. 
22.  Hornton & District WI

The Clerk read out the Report from Jain Wain.  “Hornton & District WI continues to thrive, with approx 25 members. March this year saw a change of President, with Liz Hirst taking over from Trina Wilcox. The group has enjoyed speakers on diverse subjects, ranging from Teddy Bears through the ages, how to wear hats, Monets gardens and flower arranging to name but a few. We meet on the first Thursday of the month in Hornton Chapel at 7.30pm.”
23.  Hornton & Horley Brownies

No Report received.  The Brownies continues to meet on Mondays.  Thanks to Liz Hirst and her helpers. 
24.  Resolutions or Questions
None
25.  Any Other Business
It was pleasing to note that both the Cribbage and Dominoes Teams had won their respective leagues.
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.

4
4

