

        HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL 



   MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  HELD 


IN THE CHURCH ROOM ON MONDAY,APRIL 15TH 2002
PRESENT:  Cllr.Turner (Chairman)  Cllr.Miles (Vice Chairman) and Cllrs, Burden, Cross, Fickling  and Jeffs and Offord .  Clerk: J.Peace             In attendance: Cllr.Reynolds and 37 members of the electorate.  APOLOGIES: D.Cllr.Mansell 

1.0. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS ANNUAL PARISH MEETING:

1.1.   Harold Hart from the floor proposed adoption of the Minutes of the previous APM, seconded by Frank Jarrett. There were no objections and the motion to adopt the Minutes was therefore carried unanimously.
2.0.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT   

2.1. The Chairman welcomed everyone in attendance and said that because of the new Ward arrangements the Parish Council would be holding elections a year early in May. The seven existing Councillors who had put their names forward for re-election were elected unopposed for a 4 year term of office with no additional applications having been made. Cllr.Turner expressed his thanks to fellow Councillors for their help and loyalty during the past year, also to the Clerk, John Peace, for his help and assistance in dealing with matters relating to Highways matters. He also thanked all those who helped with the upkeep of the village which resulted in the village winning the Best Kept Small Village in Oxfordshire 2001 competition. Hornton Church reached the last 20 in the Best Kept Churchyard competition.  Planning applications during the year were mainly for small extensions to properties and for tree maintenance, including the limes on the green which were thinned and reduced in size. A late application for the extraction of stone in the parish would be brought up later in the meeting under Resolutions or Questions.    On Highway matters Cllr.Turner said that the road between Langway and Wroxton Brook was in a bad state and the Council was seeking the assistance of the Highways authorities to rebuild the verges. Two other Highway matters remained outstanding: firstly, to have the flower pots and two flastones removed from the grass verge along Quarry Road and, secondly, to have the hedge cut along Hornton Lane towards Horley.  Highways had erected, without charge, a number of wooden posts around the Green to preserve the grass verges and it remained necessary to see how effective they would be.

2.1.1. Mr.P.Joiner asked whether the Green could be reduced in size as the edges were being damaged by large lorries such as those delivering oil or collecting refuse. One resident suggested that it was not the lorries that caused the problem but drivers who ran their children to and from school each day. Cllr.Turner replied that Council could look into this but as each Green was registered it would be difficult to have them altered. Mr.P.Barrett added that some of the large vehicles along Quarry Road created a problem for oncoming traffic and he referred to an incident where a horse was nearly in collision with a lorry. He also said that the verges by Starveall Barn were being badly eroded by traffic and suggested that heavy vehicles should be restricted along that stretch of road before things get very much worse. A suggestion was made to erect a ‘Beware Horses’ sign and Les England suggested a weight restriction sign.
3.0. FINANCE & G.P. REPORT
3.1. The Clerk distributed copies of the summary accounts for the year to 31/3/02. These reflected a total cash position of GBP1010.63 which allowed for future contingencies. He briefly referred to individual receipts and payment headings comparing them with the previous financial year. The current year’s total receipts amounted to GBP3441.35 with payments being GBP3467.50. The next year’s budget included provision for a precept of GBP3000 representing a year-on-year increase of GBP500 to cater for maintenance including the cost of stone kerbing.  A provision of GBP500 had been made for legal costs for the land title transfer respective to the piece of land given to Council by the Nunneley Family Trust. The Clerk went on to outline the requirements of the new ‘lighter touch’ audit regime and the ‘Code of Conduct’ which would essentially bring tighter control over Councils and greater transparency. Councillors would be required in future to declare any gifts or hospitality in excess of GBP25 received from members of the parish in the normal conduct of Council business 
3.2. The Chairman confirmed that the piece of land owned by the Nunneley Family Trust had been given to the Council whose solicitors, Messrs Wright Hassall, were now dealing with the transfer of title. Mr.D.Kings asked why fencing had been erected at Council’s expense ahead of the conveyancing process when Mr. Nunneley might change his mind and not give the Council the land. Cllr.Turner replied that this was thought unlikely and it had been agreed with Mr.Nunneley. 

3.3. In reply to a further question from the floor the Clerk confirmed that Section 137, as referred to in the accounts, permitted expenditure within a limit of GBP3.50 per head of electorate where there was no statutory provision for the expenditure under the Local Government Act 1972 provided, however, that the monies used were for the benefit of a wide number of the parish.  
4.0. COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

4.1.  Cllr.Reynolds reported that Oxfordshire County Council’s year started late following the elections in June, the outcome of which a Conservative-Liberal coalition was formed, & seemed to be working satisfactorily. While his time was now largely taken up by his new responsibilities as Leader he continued visiting villages to keep in touch with grass roots. Oxfordshire County’s budget overspend last year was substantial and local council rates could be expected to be significantly increased as a result.  All local authority schools in Oxfordshire were doing well with international links being established. The budget for social services had been disastrous although his involvement with this had been minimal. Funds were earmarked to address the problem of speeding, including supplying villages with speed monitoring equipment and extending 30 mph signs beyond existing locations. Highest priority was being given to waste minimization and recycling.
5.0. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

5.1. In the absence of Cllr.Mansell the Clerk read out her report that the restructuring had resulted in a number of changes. Among these were some of the procedures for planning. In future it was expected that up to 90% of applications would be processed by the officers of the District Council with the remaining 10% going to Area Planning Committee to be considered by Councillors.  Because of the changes to the planning process and the introduction of a new Code of Conduct she would be precluded from discussing individual applications at local Parish Council level to avoid compromising her impartiality status. 
6.0. SMALL PLAYING FIELD REPORT
6.1. Mike Webber, Hornton Childrens’ Playground Committee Treasurer, reported that GBP220.50 had been raised at the May Day event, and the Coffee Morning and Bingo events had raised GBP191.14 and GBP107.00 respectively.  A further Bingo Night had raised GBP104.70 which would be included in the following year accounts. The Club Reserve account now stood at GBP919.58 and the Current A/c GBP11.77.  During the past year almost all the equipment had been repainted at a cost of GBP179.41 and it remained only to paint the gate nearest to the Dun Cow pub. Seat covers had been fixed to two of the roundabout seats. The last official inspection had been carried out by Rospa free of charge because of an administrative mix-up. The playground committee conducted its own inspections on a monthly basis.  In the previous annual report it was intimated that the Public Liability insurance would be incorporated within the Council’s insurance but this had been delayed due to enquiries with the Charity Commissioner into the charity’s status. In the next year it was intended to replace one of the junior swing seats and to consider fixing safety surfacing around the roundabout. In conclusion Mike Webber thanked everyone for the continued support of the Playground. He also submitted a copy of the 2001/02 audited accounts to the Clerk for his records. Harold Hart finally thanked the committee members for all the work they had done during the year.
7.0. ALLOTMENTS REPORT

7.1. In line with a continuing up trend of activity in the village almost all the allotments along the bungalow side of the central path were under cultivation. A total of 17 tenants occupied 10 full plots and 4 half allotments. Cllr.Burden thanked Adrian Horsley and Bill Jeffs for their considerable help in keeping the paths tidy. The Parish Council had asked Thames Water to provide a quote to install a water standpipe for the allotments. 4 trees originally planted by the cubs had died but replacements would be planted out when they are large enough. Rents for the forthcoming year would soon be collected and Cllr.Burden concluded his report by wishing everyone a good growing season.
8.0. HORNTON PAVILION REPORT 

8.1. The pavilion continued to be well used for village functions and as a base for several organizations. Regular users included the Brownies. Gardening Club, Mothers and Toddlers , Keep Fit, and the Youth Club. Funding came mainly from hiring fees, events, and the Tote. Thanks were expressed for the many people who gave their time and energy to ensure the ongoing flow of cash necessary to maintain and improve the facilities.   Plans were in hand to build an extension on the south end of the pavilion to provide better kitchen facilities. The committee intended seeking grants to finance the project and to raise funds within the village by holding events which it was hoped would be well supported. The next AGM of the Pavilion Committee was scheduled for 13th.June 2002 at 8.15pm.
9.0. HORNTON YOUTH CLUB REPORT
9.1. The Club had now been formed for over a year and was affiliated to the Oxon Association of Young people (OAYP) and the Oxon County Council Youth Service. It was open to young people aged eight and over and there were currently about 14 regular attendees. Meetings took place on Thursdays between 6.45 and 8.00 pm during school term and intended to be educational as well as recreational, covering subjects which might not be part of the normal school curriculum. Visitors willing to share their experience of hobbies, jobs or other interests to broaden the existing program were welcomed. The Club had been well supported by regular visits from OAYP staff as well as the loan of equipment. During the previous year the members had spent a weekend camping at Hill End Camp near Oxford and a similar event was planned for the coming year. Considerable indebtedness was expressed for the help that Les England had given towards the running of the Club and to Linda Edgington, the treasurer. Others who assisted on a rota were also thanked for their assistance during the year.
10.0. HORNTON ALLSORTS REPORT
10.1. The Allsorts had enjoyed a further successful year staging a ‘Night in the Nick’ and two plays which raised GBP500 for the Pavillion Extension Fund. A theme evening was planned for May in aid of JUMPA and entertainment would be provided in June for the Golden Jubilee celebrations followed by a further production in the autumn.

11.0. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT
11.1. The focus during the year had been on robberies from sheds, garages and outhouses. It was thought that these had been carefully targeted as to where particularly saleable items were to be found and people had been advised to take care to ensure their tools and equipment were securely locked away. The watch system seemed to be working well with a steady flow of information from people in the village spotting things that aroused their suspicions and reacting to alarms going off. Thanks were expressed to those who had helped and supported the summer party which was combined with the celebrations of the 10th anniversary of the Gossip. The Watch bank balance was once again in good health.

12.0. HORNTON & HORLEY BROWNIES REPORT

12.1. The Brownies were going from strength to strength with members now at the maximum of 20 and a good fund position. The group had benefited from the invaluable support and new ideas of Sarah Wright who had become a new helper and soon intended becoming a Guide. Being able to use the Pavilion and have their own cupboard had given much more scope to do different crafts and games. Les and Ian were thanked for all their help.
13.0. HORNTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
13.1. There were 69 pupils on the role with staff remaining the same as in the previous year. With extra funding due to the   Beacon status award teaching time had been increased which had given the pupils more one-to-one tuition opportunity. Class activities during the year included visiting the Warriner Farm, the Victorian & Albert Museum at Warwick, a singing day, and an indoor Athletic Tournament. The school was actively pursuing its international links with its partner schools in Holland, Sweden and Greece and the pupils were sharing stories and word games with these countries. A Japanese intern would be attending the school in the summer term to teach the pupils about Japan and Japanese art. The School Association had been busy raising money from such events as a Murder Mystery evening, Children’s Disco, a Quiz, Christmas Sale, Pizza Lunch etc., and over a GBP1000 had been raised which would be spent on a Play House and Sand Pit for the Early year pupils in Class 1. The premises were reported to be in a fairly good condition. A new Staff Room had been opened, the floors in Class 2 & 3 carpeted, the toilets and cloakroom redecorated; it was intended to redecorate the outside of the school in the Summer holidays. Five extra computers had been purchased and will be installed during the current term.  The success and popularity of the school was attributed to the staff who had worked tirelessly to maintain the very high standards achieved.  

14.0. KEEP FIT CLUB

14.1. The club had a further good year with sessions being held each Wednesday at 7.00 pm in the Pavilion;  a number of local charities had been supported with donations including GBP100 for Dogs for the Disabled and GBP100 for Horton Maternity Special Care Baby Unit.  

15.0. MILLENNIUM COMMITTEE  

15.1. David Miles reported that this would be the last report to the Annual Parish Meeting as the committee had finally concluded all the Millennium projects. The sum of GBP9300 had been raised over the four years since the committee formed and events included Bingo, Open Gardens, beetle Drives, BBQ’s Treasure Hunts, May Day Celebrations, Variety Show, A Play and the Film Premier. Funds were also raised from the sale of locally designed merchandise including tea towels, tee shirts, sweat shirts and mugs. Proceeds were spent on the Millennium Tapestry, the lighting for the village Christmas tree and the Millennium stone seat. Supporting grants were received from the District Council, the Parish Council and the stone was donated by Peter Bennie Ltd. There was also a Village Exhibition in the Methodist Church, the Village Photograph, and the video ‘There’s Only One Hornton’. Thanks were expressed for all the help that went towards making the Millennium celebrations over the Golden Jubilee Weekend a success and especially Anne Joyner and Roger Corke for their time and effort in making the video film.  The late Jenny Holt’s tireless efforts manning stalls, selling merchandise etc., were also acknowledged. Finally David Miles thanked his committee, Les England, Libby Frazer, Ian Harris, Ron Hale, Liz and Bill Jeffs, Eileen Lewis, and Audrey Turner for the help and support they had given him over the past four years. A vote of thanks was also made by Oliver Fickling for all who helped to make the Millennium celebrations so special.
16.0. FOOTBALL CLUB REPORT

16.1. Malcolm Cross reported that the club had had poor support and had to withdraw the 2nd X1 from the league competition. 

17.0. HORNTON GOSSIP NEWSPAPER REPORT
17.1. Mrs. J.Stanley reported continued good funding support from the Parish Council and from those contributing articles.

18.0. TODDLERS GROUP REPORT

18.1. Ruth Griffith reported that there was a good turnout during the year after numbers had dropped in 2001. The group provided a helpful service for toddlers in the village and while previously running at a small loss it had received a GBP300 grant/donation which would help to replace equipment which had not passed Health & Safety regulations. The group was actively trying to raise its profile to increase numbers and attract outsiders. 

19.0 JUMPA REPORT

19.1. David Miles reported that the Jubilee Multi-Purpose Sports Area was formed as a lasting tribute to the Queen’s Golden Jubilee. He expressed thanks for the fact that the project had been possible as a result of the thoughtful donation of a piece of land near the Pavilion by the Nunneley Family Trust. He also thanked the Parish Council for the boundary fencing, to Roy Tew and Eric Turner, and their team of volunteers who erected the fence, and to Mark Bowes for his donation from the Fire Birds concert. Julia Whitby of solicitors, Wright Hassall, was also thanked for her part in arranging the transfer of land title. David Miles reported also that planning permission for change of use of the land had been granted with minor restrictions placed on the hours of use and landscaping. Village people had been canvassed on what type of sports facility should be built on the land and it had since been decided that phase 1 would be to erect a tennis court surrounded by an oval large enough to hold a 5 a side football pitch.  Costing details were now being prepared and the budget for the tennis court was estimated to be in the region of GBP25000, half of which was thought could be raised from grants. A skate board was suggested as a possible phase 2 facility in time for the diamond jubilee. The committee was now considering fund raising events and everyone was encouraged to give their support. 
20.0. RESOLUTIONS OR QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
20.1.   No formal written resolutions or questions had been received.
20.2.   The Chairman explained that an application by the Nunneley family to mine ironstone ore at Manor Farm had been received and he wanted to give those at the meeting the opportunity to air their views to enable the Parish Council to make a final decision whether to object or not. There followed a number of questions and comments from the floor, including from P.Whitehead, Alan Rushforth, and Paul Barrett. Each of them argued points that had been the subject of much debate in the past and it was felt that British Steel, now Corus, should stand by its agreement in 1997 not to carry out further mining activities around the village once the area along the ridge above Bell Street had been mined. It was reminded that there had been no written agreement to stop further mining once the area above the ridge had been completed as the issue was fudged along with oral assurances from British Steel. The village, said one, had not complained about the inconvenience of dust and noise because everyone had understood that the mining would soon finish for good. There was concern about the proposed planting of trees which would spoil the skyline and affect motorists’ vision. It was recognized that mining had benefited the village over the years but it was felt that such activity was encroaching on village life. Other opinion indicated that there was probably little the village could do to stop the mining going ahead and suggestion was made to tie in agreement with compensation.  Cllr.Reynolds said there was no legislation to provide for this. There was concern that if the mining was allowed to go ahead the restoration of the land to agricultural use may be inadequate and the area may even be used as a landfill site. There could be no guarantees in this regard, Cllr.Reynolds replied, but he thought it unlikely that the County Council would support reverting to landfill.  He was aware that Bennies had affirmed their intention to move onto Wroxton in 4-5 years. There was then suggestion from the floor to take a vote on the matter. Alan Rushforth proposed that the Council should lodge objection to the application on environmental grounds. A vote of hands was taken showing 25 against and 5 in favour.  Cllr.Reynolds recommended that the Parish Council express their objections as soon as possible, point by point, as there was a risk otherwise that the application would be delegated rather than go to committee.   

21.0. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
    21.1. Steve Whitby said that oil contamination in the stream near his property had caused an unpleasant smell. Environmental 
Services had taken samples from the water but they had been unable to trace the cause. The Chairman noted his comments but 
said that it was not a matter for the Parish Council to deal with. In conclusion, SteveWhitby asked if people in the village 
could check that their oil tanks were not leaking.

21.2. The meeting closed at 10.25 pm.
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