HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE PAVILION ON

MONDAY 12 APRIL 2010 AT 7.30PM

Present:  Chairman Cllr Miles and Cllrs Burden, Cross, Griffiths and Jarrett. Clerk: A Cater.

1. Apologies:
Cllrs Offord and Stanley (other commitment)
2. Declarations Of Interest

2.1.  None
3. Public Participation Session with respect to items on the agenda

None
4. Minutes of Meeting held on 8 February 2010
4.1.  Cllr Griffiths proposed that the minutes be adopted, seconded by Cllr Cross and agreed unanimously.
5. Matters Arising

5.1.  Confirm meeting with Tony Baldry MP about the lack of bus service (Item 5.1.) Will be attending Coffee Morning on 23 April 
5.2. Write to Cherwell DC about planning permission for the number of caravans that have been established at Horley Fields (Item 5.6.)  Horley PC not aware of any planning – response from Cherwell DC awaited  
5.3.  Refer the request for a Clothes Bank to the Pavilion Committee (Item 8.1.)  Now installed
5.4.  Write to Highways re reducing the speed trigger point on the speed signs and various road repairs (Items 5.8 and 12.2.)  Done – now set at 30mph
5.5.  Write to Felix Francis of the Manor House about the reinstatement of the Public Footpath. (Item 12.1.)  The Clerk has spoken to Mr Francis.  Formal letter agreed at this meeting.
5.6.  Seek advice about pollarding the lime trees on the Green (Item 12.3)  Ben Acreman has advised that pollarding is not necessary at the moment but suggests a review in 2 or 3 years time.
5.7.  Order a new Grit / Salt Bin for Bell Street (Item 12.5.)  Ordered but out of stock at present
6. Finance & GP

6.1.  Reports were submitted showing balances as at 31 March 2010 as follows:

	Parish Council-Main a/c
	 £        452.96 

	Reserve Account
	 £     4,554.49 

	Subsidiary Accounts
	

	Playground - Main a/c
	 £     1,625.56 

	Playground - Reserve a/c
	 £     1,781.74 

	Playground - Treasury a/c
	 £   70,000.00 

	Pavilion - Main a/c
	 £     1,315.87 

	Pavilion - Reserve a/c
	 £   16,898.64 

	JUMPA
	 £     1,272.82 

	JUMPA - Reserve a/c
	 £     4,583.63 

	TOTAL
	 £ 102,485.71 


Bank Reconciliation Reports as at 31 March 2010 were presented.  Acceptance of these was proposed by Cllr Jarrett, seconded by Cllr Burden and agreed unanimously.
6.2.  Budget against Actual report distributed. Explanations of the variances provided in the Report.  Acceptance of these was agreed unanimously.

6.3.  The following cheques had previously been signed
	000194
	Hornton PC Pavilion Account
	VAT Refund
	£182.62

	000195
	Hornton PC Playground Account
	VAT Refund
	£41.79

	000196
	Alan Cater
	Salary  December - February
	£225.30

	000197
	Alan Cater
	Petty Cash
	£20.00


At the meeting the following cheques were ready for signature

	000198
	OALC
	Annual Subscription
	£130.30


Payment of these was proposed by Cllr Burden, seconded by Cllr Cross and agreed unanimously.  
6.4  The Audit Forms have been received and accounts will be completed as soon as possible ready for the Annual Parish Meeting.
7. Planning Report
7.1.  The Parish Council had previously considered and had NO OBJECTION to the following applications:

	10/00194/LB
	Mr Rick Bailey
	The Mount, Eastgate 
	Regularisation– Insert conservation roof light to south and underpin part wall to north (resubmission of 09/01786/LB)

	10/00046/TCA
	M Carabok
	Prentice House, Millers Lane
	1 x Acacia – Crown reduce by up to 30%

	10/00070/TCA
	F Francis
	Manor House, The Green
	1 x Pear tree – Crown reduce by 30%


Cherwell District Council has APPROVED the following applications: 

	10/00194/LB
	Mr Rick Bailey
	The Mount, Eastgate 
	Regularisation– Insert conservation roof light to south and underpin part wall to north (resubmission of 09/01786/LB)

	10/00046/TCA
	M Carabok
	Prentice House, Millers Lane
	1 x Acacia – Crown reduce by up to 30%


7.2. The latest update states that formal planning permission and application for funds are to be submitted for the Affordable Housing. The Clerk will obtain more details.
8. Correspondence

8.1.  Cherwell DC has advised details of the forthcoming Parish Council Elections.  If the number of nominations exceeds the number of places (7) an election will be held on 27 May.  If there are less than 7 nominations an additional councillor can be co-opted without the need to advertise.
8.2 Cherwell DC is starting a scheme for Parishes to be able to sell compostable bags for food waste to be put in the brown bins.  For every 30 bags at £3 per bag, Parish Councils would make a profit of £19.50.  It was felt that for a small village the amount of administration would exceed the benefit.  It was decided unanimously not to take part.
8.3.  Oxfordshire Rural Community Council has sent details of its membership scheme.  It is believed that the Pavilion Committee are already members.   
8.4.  Other letters and publications are in the General Correspondence.
9. Allotments (John Fox Charity) Report
9.1.  Cllr Burden reported that all but three half plots have now been taken up and he is collecting the rents 
9.2.  A Professional Valuation of the Allotment land for the Trustees has still not been received despite this being chased.  A further chaser letter will be sent.  
10. Playground Report
10.1.  The following cheques have been issued since the last meeting:
	000258
	Cherwell Garden machinery
	Lawn Mower Service
	£78.66

	000259
	Hornton Methodist Church
	Hire of hall for meeting
	£10.00


10.2. Cllr Miles read from the minutes of the Committee Meeting held on 8 March.   Members of the Committee have now formally agreed to lend £10,000 to the Parish Council to purchase the Allotment Land. 
10.3.  It has been decided to obtain a structured design plan for the Access Ramp from another source as the original one was too complicated and expensive. 
10.4.  The mower due to be purchased from the PCC has now been serviced and used successfully for the first time.  A purchase price will be discussed.
10.5.  Bingo will be held on 10 May with proceeds going to children’s groups in the village.  The Annual Coffee Morning will be held in late summer with proceeds to Helen & Douglas House Hospice.

10.5.  Cllr Miles presented and signed the latest inspection reports

11. Pavilion Report 
11.1.  A report from Cllr Stanley was read out.   
Building work for the Pavilion kitchen extension is now underway.  G.Walther Ltd has completed the shell and a flat roof has been put onto it, until a bat licence can be obtained in the Autumn to put the pitch roof on. New steps have been built and Tom Gibbs has been asked to install railings for safety.  SITA have now signed the contract and windows have been ordered as the first stage of the refurbishment.  Under-floor heating will be the next stage and the Pavilion will probably have to be closed for about a month while this work is done.

The building is still being used by the Brownies on a regular basis.  Keep Fit has gone back to the Chapel for the winter as the Pavilion is too cold.  The recent Pantomime raised £2,388.00 for much needed Pavilion funds and another Progressive Dinner has been arranged for St. Georges Day.  May Day celebrations will also help to swell the funds.

Sarah Wright continues as cleaner. The double gates at the bottom of the road accessing Offord’s garden are still in place. 

	Chq No. 594
	G. Walther cash
	£1,000.00

	Chq No. 595
	Cleaner
	£80.00

	Chq No. 596
	C. Bottoms Stationery & Licence
	£76.53

	Chq No. 597
	G. Walther cash
	£1,000.00

	Chq No. 598
	G.S. Walther Ltd
	£12,925.00

	Chq No. 599
	Cherwell District Council
	£301.74

	Chq No. 600
	Cleaner
	£80.00


Balance at Bank:-

Current Account
£1,215.87

Reserve Account
£16,898.64
12. Roads & Highways

12.1.  Various potholes and road resurfacing requirements have been reported to Oxon Highways.  This includes the surface by the Green between Millers Lane and Eastgate and the surface off Millers Lane near the Gables.
12.2. Mrs Greenhalgh of Elmbank, Millers Lane has advised the Chairman that she is no longer able to cut the grass on the bank near to the road by her property.  Apparently this bank is part of the highway where a footbath should have been incorporated when these houses were built.  This strip of land does not appear on the deeds of the houses.  Technically therefore it is the responsibility of Oxfordshire Highways.  The Clerk is to write to clarify.
12.3.  Parking on or near the Green is an ongoing problem, particularly at school times.  Residents report that they receive abuse when approaching drivers. The School Head has written to parents again about this.  It was agreed that someone from the Neighbourhood Policing Unit should be asked to attend some time.
13. JUMPA

13.1.  Balances held are Current Account £1,272.82 and Reserve Account £4,583.63.  No further activities since the last meeting.
14. Any Other Business
14.1.  The clerk reminded that reports will be required from the various clubs and societies ready for the Annual Parish Meeting on 26 April.  It would be helpful if these could be emailed.
The meeting closed at 9.30pm.  The next meeting will be on Monday 17 May in the Pavilion unless an election is called when it will be held within 14 days from 1 June. 

ACTIONS

The Clerk
· Formal letter to be sent to Felix Francis of the Manor House about the reinstatement of the Public Footpath. (Item 5.5.)
· Obtain update on Affordable Housing (Item 7.2.)

· Write to Oxfordshire Highways about the strip of land near to Elmbank  (Item 12.2.)
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