HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD IN THE PAVILION ON

MONDAY 17 MAY 2010 AT 7.30pm

Present:  Chairman Cllr Miles and Cllrs Cross, Griffiths, Jarrett and Offord.  Clerk : A Cater 

1. Apologies






Cllr Burden
2. Election of Chairman

2.1.  Cllr Cross nominated Cllr Miles as Chairman for the coming year.  Cllr Jarrett seconded this.  There were no other nominations and Cllr Miles was elected unanimously.

3. Declarations of Acceptance of Office

3.1.  Cllr Miles Accepted the Office of Chairman and signed the Formal Acceptance.  
4. Election of Vice-Chairman

4.1.  Cllr Cross nominated Cllr Offord as Vice-Chairman, seconded by Cllr Griffiths and agreed unanimously.

5. Allocation of Committee Responsibilities

5.1.  Each councillor signed a Formal Acceptance of Office Form.  It was decided to allocate responsibilities once a new councillor has been co-opted.
6. Appointment of Responsible Financial Officer

6.1. Cllr Griffiths proposed that the Clerk be nominated as the Council’s Responsible Financial Officer for the coming year.  Cllr Offord seconded this and it was agreed unanimously.  The Clerk accepted.
7. Appointment of Bankers

7.1.  Cllr Offord proposed that NatWest continue as bankers, seconded by Cllr Jarrett and agreed unanimously. 

8. Frequency of Meetings

8.1.  It was agreed unanimously that the current frequency of meetings every two months should remain unchanged and dates for the complete year will be published.  Additional meetings can be convened as and when necessary.
9. Declarations of Interest

9.1. Cllrs Miles and Burden declared an interest re the planning application for the Methodist Chapel and were not involved in the circulation of the application. See Item 14.1.
10. Public Participation Session with respect to items on the agenda

No members of the public present.
11. Minutes of  Previous Meeting held on 12 April 2010
11.1.  Adoption of the minutes was proposed by Cllr Griffiths, seconded by Cllr Offord and agreed unanimously.

12. Matters Arising

12.1.  Formal letter to be sent to Felix Francis of the Manor House about the reinstatement of the Public Footpath. (Item 5.5.) Done.  There has been no response to date.   This will be chased if a response is not forthcoming.
12.2.  Obtain update on Affordable Housing (Item 7.2.) Done – revised details were shown to Councillors at APM.
12.3.  Write to Oxfordshire Highways about the strip of land near to Elmbank  (Item 12.2.)  This has not been done at present as difficult to see what action Highways can take. To be kept under review.
13. Finance & G.P.

13.1 Reports were submitted showing balances as at 30 April 2010 as follows: 

	Parish Council-Main a/c
	 £      3,001.68 

	Reserve Account
	 £      4,554.49 

	Subsidiary Accounts
	

	Playground - Main a/c
	 £      1,460.56 

	Playground - Reserve a/c
	 £      1,781.74 

	Playground - Treasury a/c
	 £   71,799.19 

	Pavilion - Main a/c
	 £      1,975.87 

	Pavilion - Reserve a/c
	 £   13,898.64 

	JUMPA
	 £      1,272.82 

	JUMPA - Reserve a/c
	 £      4,583.63 

	TOTAL
	 £ 104,328.62 


Bank Reconciliation Reports as at 30 April 2010 were presented. Cllr Offord proposed these be approved, seconded by Cllr Cross and agreed unanimously. They were initialled in agreement by the Chairman.
13.2. The following cheques / payments had previously been paid

	D/debit
	Npower
	Lighting
	£160.94


At the meeting the following cheques are ready for signature

	000199
	Broker Network Ltd
	Annual Insurance
	£1,505.74

	000200
	Hornton P C – Pavilion Account
	Bottle Bank Rental
	£42.46

	000201
	Hornton PCC
	Contribution to mowing the Churchyard
	£350.00

	Transfer
	Main Account
	Reserve Account
	£500.00


It was agreed unanimously that the donation towards Church grass cutting should remain at £350.  It was also agreed unanimously that the insurance quote from Aviva should be accepted as there was a saving of £350 compared to the quote from the existing insurers Allianz and the cover was better.  Acceptance of the payments was proposed by Cllr Jarrett, seconded by Cllr Cross and agreed unanimously.

13.3.  The Clerk presented the 2009/2010 Annual Audit papers and calculations for consideration by the Council.  Ken Hartlett as Internal Auditor has audited the accounts and agreed the figures in Section 1.  He has also completed Section 4 of the Return, confirming he is happy with the Accounts.  He has suggested that it would make the audit easier for him if there was documentation for every receipt and payment filed in date order to save having to search for each one.  A copy of the letter to the External Auditor explaining the variances between the two years was provided to each Councillor. Items 1-9 under Section 2 Annual Governance Statement of the Annual Return were each considered by the Council and confirmed as being adhered to.  Cllr Griffiths proposed these be approved, seconded by Cllr Cross and agreed unanimously.  The Chairman and Clerk signed Sections 1 and 2.  
14. Planning Report

14.1 .  The Parish Council had previously considered and had NO OBJECTION to the following applications:

	10/00456/F
	Methodist Property Office
	Hornton Methodist Chapel, Millers Lane
	Demolish Existing Extension and rebuild to provide better facilities and erection of temporary storage shed.

	10/00507/LB
	Mr Felix Francis
	Manor House, The Green
	Block up archway on NE and SW elevations including removal of C20th arch. Formation of an external cupboard with boarded door. New staircase, new doorway to dining room and block up existing. Move corridor doorway

	10/00589
	Mr Mark Andrews
	Land adjoining and North of 1 Bankside, Millers Lane, Hornton
	Extension of time limit for implementation of 07/00837/F – erection of 2 no. three storey dwellings

	10/00619/F
	Mr Oliver Fickling
	Canada Cottage, West End
	Proposed extension and alteration to utility room and garden room


The Parish Council had previously considered and had OBJECTED to the following applications:

	10/00471/F
	Mr Dale Fletcher
	Malahide Cottage, West End 
	Two storey and first floor extensions to the rear to replace extant permission 07/00244/F


It was acknowledged that this was merely a renewal of the previous application but councillors believed that the issues raised when planning permission was first sought were still valid.
14.2.  Revised plans for the four Affordable Housing units had been shown to Councillors at the APM.  A letter has been received from Frankham Consultancy Group regarding the issue of the planning notice for this development.
15. Correspondence

15.1.  Letter and leaflet received from Cherwell DC re the rules for public speaking at Planning Committee.

15.2  Cherwell DC have advised a change to the process in undertaking Rural Housing Needs Surveys.
15.3.  Other sundry notices and reports are in the General Circulation.
16. Roads & Highways
16.1.  Action on the potholes around the village to be chased.
16.2.  The street light on the circular Green in Millers Lane is not working.  This is being reported.
17. Allotment Report (John Fox Charity)

17.1.  The Professional Valuation from Fisher German has still not been received despite an apology from them a month ago for the delay.
17.2.  The siting of the fencing in the spinney next to the allotments field has been queried.  Reference to the maps confirms that this is the boundary.
18. Playground Report

18.1.  Cheques issued since the last meeting 
	000260
	Alan Waterhouse
	Mole trapper
	£155.00

	000261
	Tesco
	Petrol for mower
	£6.01

	000262
	Ladies Working Party
	Purchase of lawnmower
	£200.00

	000263
	Hornton & Horley Brownies
	Half Proceeds of Bingo
	£53.75

	000264
	Hornton & Horley Brownies
	Half Proceeds of Bingo
	£53.75


18.2.  A meeting with Andrew Baxter for the design plan of the Access Ramp is due to take place on Wednesday.
18.3.  Cllr Miles presented and signed the latest inspection reports. 
19. Pavilion Report

Julie Stanley provided the following report:

19.1.  Windows from Fairmitre Windows have now been ordered for the new extension and rest of the Pavilion building.  A deposit of 10% has been paid to them and they are due to be installed next week.  We hope to install energy efficient under floor heating which entails digging up some of the field around the pitch.  This is to be started in the near future. The floor in the Pavilion will have to be dug out and will be closed for about one month while the work is done. We are in the process of applying for another grant towards the cost of this, but otherwise it will be paid for from the SITA grant.  The May Day swelled the fund by another £2,300 and the Progressive dinner raised £665.00.  Sale of Jack & the Beanstalk DVD’s was £130.00.

19.2.  Sarah Wright continues as cleaner. The double gates at the bottom of the road accessing Offord’s garden are still in place. 
19.3.  Cheques issued since the last meeting

	Chq  601
	Fairmitre Windows
	Deposit for Pavilion Windows
	£1,739.00

	Chq 602
	Central Network
	New meter box
	£565.00

	Chq 603
	Thames Water
	Water bill
	£6.71

	Chq 604
	G. Campbell
	Fee for plans
	£1,200.00

	Chq 605
	Sarah Wright
	Cleaning
	£80.00

	Chq 606
	npower
	Electricity (amount queried)
	£490.69


Balance at Bank:-
Current Account £3,148.87
Reserve Account £13,898.64

20. JUMPA
20.1.  No financial transactions since the last meeting.
20.2.  It is pleasing g to see the number of adults using the facility.
21. Any Other Business

None
The meeting closed at 9.20pm.  The next meeting is on Monday 26 July 2010 at 7.30pm.  The venue is to be confirmed but will be at the Chapel if the Pavilion is unavailable.

ACTIONS

The Clerk to
· Chase action on the potholes around the village (Item 16.1.)

· Report street light not working (Item 16.2.)
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