

            HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN CHURCH ROOM ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH 2002

PRESENT:  Cllrs.Turner, Burden, Cross, Fickling, Jeffs, Miles, Offord.      Clerk: J.Peace      APOLOGIES: None
1.0. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

1.1. In compliance with the new Code of Conduct an agenda item ‘Declarations of Interest’ would include opportunity for Council members to make necessary declarations prior to commencement of normal business. Members’ attention was drawn to the ‘Notes on Declarations of Interest’ which appeared in italics at the foot of the agenda and which would appear on future agendas.
1.2. An information summary on the Codes of Conduct, Disclosure & Registration of Interests and Gifts & Hospitality would be distributed by the Clerk to all current PC members. In future, the summary would be issued to all newly elected/co-opted members together with a copy of Standing Orders and other introductory information.

1.3. No declarations were submitted.

 2.0. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON AUGUST 12TH 2002: 
 2.1. The Clerk issued an amendment slip for item 3.8.   

 2.2. The Minutes were adopted and signed by the Chairman as a true account of the business conducted.

3.0. MATTERS ARISING:  

3.1. None.
4.0. FINANCE & G.P:
4.1. Cash at Bank showed the balances on the accounts as follows:  BPA A/c £1940.64 and BCA A/c: £100.00. 

4.1.2. An Itemised Category report for the period 1/4/02 to 22/11/02 was presented to the meeting for perusal. Also a year-on-year Comparison Report for 2001/02 & period 1/4/02 to 22/11/02.
4.2. GBP1500.00 had been received and credited in respect of the second half precept.

4.3. Barclays had announced that when the signature mandate is next updated only three signatories will be permitted. 
4.4. The Clerk outlined the terms of Council’s public liability insurance from the policy document. He would enquire with Cornhill Insurance about public liability cover for Council members wishing to erect Christmas tree lights in the village. 

4.5. The budget projections for 2003/04 were discussed. Cllr. Miles proposed adopting the same GBP3000 precept as for the previous year.  This was seconded by Cllr.Offord and then agreed by unanimous vote.  The deadline for submission of precept requirements was 24th.January 2003.  
4.6. Cllr.Cross proposed approval of the undermentioned cheques, seconded by Cllr.Burden and agreed unanimously.
 
100470

£    161.49
J.Peace

Clerk’s salary June-Aug 02



100471

       55.20
NPower

Village lighting

100472

     110.00
Bill Jeffs
Maintenance of the Glebe

100473

       38.50
Butterworths
Chas.Arnold Baker 6th edition Local Council Admin.

100474

     161.49
J.Peace

Clerk’s salary (Sept to Nov 02)

100475

       30.84
D.Miles

Repairs to noticeboard.
4.6.1. Repairs to the village noticeboard were necessary as a result of damage caused by the recent strong winds.  The Chairman proposed that the repair bill of GBP30.84 be approved; this was seconded by Cllr.Burden and agreed unanimously.
4.6.2. Since the previous meeting it had been necessary for Council to urgently consider quotes from Mr.R.Gamage and Mr. D.Miles for repairs to Hornton Pavillion’s roof as a result of damage caused by high winds.  Cllr. Jeffs proposed adoption of the former quote of GBP273.51. This was seconded by Cllr. Burden and agreed unanimously, Cllr. Miles taking no part in the discussions or voting. It was noted that the Parish Council would be required to pay the first GBP75 ‘excess’.
4.6.3. Cllr.Fickling submitted a cheque for £178 to pay in to Council’s account in respect of Jubillee celebration activities.

4.7. A letter appointing Ken Hartlett as Council’s Internal Auditor was read out to the meeting. It was agreed that the appointment would be reviewed at each year’s AGM.
4.7.1. Ken Hartlett had submitted to the Chairman a declaration to the effect that he had examined the 2001/02 Accounts and found them to his complete satisfaction. He added his recommendation that in future (i) a simple asset register should be introduced and a suitable place found for the lodgment of title deeds (aware that Council, through a solicitor, was currently tracing documents which had been missing for some years), and (ii) a miscellaneous receipt book should be used by Councillors when collecting cash.   It was agreed that these points would be adopted.

4.7.2. Ken Hartlett had drawn attention to a misprint on the 2001/02 Reconciliation Summary of GBP100 instead of the correct figure of GBP88.03. The Chairman & Clerk signed against the correction noting that total cash remained unaffected.

4.7.3. The Annual Return form for 2001/02 had since been submitted to the External Auditors, HLB AV Audit plc, Their response was now awaited.

4.7.4. NALC had drawn up a revised Financial Regulations ‘blueprint’ which had taken into account the new audit regime. The Clerk had tailored the wording to suit the Parish Council and asked members responsible for Finance to examine the content for adoption at next meeting. The revised regulations would then supercede the ones currently incorporated within the Standing Orders. The Clerk asked Council to consider particularly the section on contracts.
4.8. Copies of ‘General Principles of Public Life’ were distributed to those present. 
4.8.1. Cllr.Fickling completed a new Register of Personal Interests form to register her move to a new address in the village. 
4.8.2. The Clerk read out an email he had received from the Monitoring Officer which he had received after seeking clarification about the Chairman’s need, or otherwise, to declare an interest relating to the recent Ironstone mining planning application. The Monitoring Officer indicated that Cllr.Turner was not obligated to declare an interest for hospitality received from Mr.Nunneley to go shooting as he had not attended the special meeting at which the Council came to a unanimous decision to object to the planning application proposals. He therefore did not have the opportunity to make a declaration. In addition, while it was a matter of how one interpreted the code of conduct Cllr.Turner had received hospitality from Mr.Nunneley in a personal capacity and not in his official capacity as a parish councillor and it was for him alone to decide whether the hospitality he received would be regarded as prejudicial by a member of the public.
4.8.3. Cllr.Jeffs asked why he had not received a notice and agenda for the Ironstone Liaison Committee meeting held on 21st.November 2002. In the course of ensuing discussion it was thought that he would have received these direct from the convenor and would have known the date from the previous meeting which he had attended.   Cllr.Jeffs then stated that the omission was ‘out of order’ and wanted an explanation for not being told about the meeting. Cllr.Turner stood to reply and left the meeting saying that he intended to resign.
4.8.4. Amidst expressions of regret that the Chairman should resign so suddenly it was agreed that Cllr.Miles would ask him to reconsider his decision. 

4.8.5. Freedom of Information Act 2000:  the Clerk outlined the new publication scheme and its statutory requirements. As a public authority the Council was subject to the Act and, under Section 19, a publication scheme had to be adopted and maintained. It was therefore necessary to complete and submit a Declaration Form. The purpose of the scheme was to be a means by which local councils could make a significant amount of information available routinely without waiting for someone to specifically request it. It was intended to encourage local councils to publish more information proactively and to develop a greater culture of openness and transparency. Further details of the scheme could be obtained from the Clerk. Following discussion Cllr. Miles proposed that the Parish Council resolve to adopt the model publication scheme for parish meetings (core classes only).   This was seconded by Cllr.Fickling and agreed unanimously. 
5.0. PLANNING:
5.1. The Parish Council considered and had no objection to:
   SP 393448 
Peter Bennie

To import 6757 m3 of clay from Hennef Way highway                               

                                                                        to Hornton Grounds Quarry to assist with site restoration.


   02/02358/TCA

Mr.R.W.Clark

Cromwells, Eastgate.

To fell Silver Birch.


02/02264/TCA

Mr.& Mrs.Cater

The Cottage, Pages Lane.

To fell Fir tree


02/01703/F

Mr. & Mrs S.Hinton
The Berries, West End

To replace existing garage











with single detached garage

Application 02/01703 was approved on the basis of the front elevation being constructed of Hornton stone instead of wood and brick.  CDC subsequently agreed planning permission taking into consideration the Parish Council’s comments.

02/00856/EL 

Aquila Networks 

The D.O.T. had confirmed its approval to install above ground              

                                                                                       electric lines near Manor Farm.
6.0. CORRESPONDENCE:
The following correspondence was noted:
6.0.1. Council advised of the Dog Warden initiative to provide village representatives with fouling bags and dog registration forms. It was suggested that this arrangement could be adopted in other parishes.
6.0.2. Steve Wood has been hospitalized and the GATSO equipment was therefore unavailable at present.The PC’s request for the equipment will remain on file for sometime in the future.

6.0.3. Copy of letter from P.Joyner addressed to Joan Gordon,of M.E.B., asking for an assurance that the company will undertake responsibility for the trees,overhead wires and any damage that may result from bad weather. 
6.0.4. Under the Representation of the People (amendment) Regulations 2002 strict regulations now apply to the use and distribution of the electoral register; however, the PC is entitled to a copy of the full Register and any updates during the year. In future all requests from private individuals for copies of the Register would need to be directed to Cherwell District Council’s electoral office.
6.0.5.  Aplins advise that an application for Transfer of the Justices On Licence in respect of The Dun Cow, West End, will be submitted to the Licensing Justices at Bicester Magistrates Court on September 18th.

6.0.6. The Environmental Forum will be holding their next meeting on 27/11/02 to hear speakers talk on Climate Change.

6.0.7. Hornton’s newsletter,Gossip, could be used to convey information on the progress OCC are making in developing A Transport and Land Use Strategy for Banbury. The Clerk had passed the letter to Julie Stanley for her reply.   
6.0.8. OCC’s Public Consultation leaflet on the Strategy for the Re. Development of Residential & Nursing Care for Older People provided by Oxon Care Partnerships/Orders of St .John Care Trust.

6.0.9. OCC Environmental Services advised that their contractor should have erected the new speed signs by Feb 2003.
7.0. ALLOTMENTS REPORT:
7.1.  Cllr.Burden would buy a new receipt book to record all receipts for allotments.

7.2. All plot holders would be along one line for the forthcoming season. There was no objection to a request from Tony Meadows to trim the hedge belonging to CDC. The area behind Perkins Close had now been cleared.  
8.0. SMALL PLAYING FIELD REPORT:
8.1. Cllr.Miles confirmed that after taking legal advice the Playing Fields Committee had been told that the trustees were not permitted to resign. It would be deemed not in the Charity’s interest unless the Charity Commissioner could be satisfied that it was no longer financially viable due to inability, for example, to pay the high insurance premium. It was thought that against a projected annual income of GBP600 the committee would be unable to afford the necessary cover of GBP5 million 3rd party liability insurance. M.Webber had received a quote of about GBP600 for such cover. The matter remains under review. 
8.2. An inspection of the playground had been conducted. A 4-yard section of wall was in need of repair and it had been suggested that this could be dismantled to provide a disabled persons access. The Clerk was asked to look into the availability of a grant for the work. In due course it was expected that the trustees would consider buying equipment that was more suitable for disabled.    The committee, in conjunction with the Burden family, had already chosen an item of equipment suitable for the

disabled but unfortunately installation had been delayed because of a problem with a spring. It was the Playing Fields 50th anniversary next year.

9.0. ROADS & HIGHWAYS REPORT:
9.1. The wood bollards on the Green had not been repositioned/refixed as intended so that some of the lost verge could be reinstated. However, it was suggested that they might as well be left as they are and if there are further problems Steve Bowden could be notified.  

9.2. Cherry tees were apparently being afflicted by disease and one by the Manor was dying and would probably need cutting down in the Spring.  Thought would need to be given for a replacement. 

9.3. The Chairman and Clerk had met Steve Bowden who had agreed, subject to budget availability, to the widening of road by the triangular piece of grass off Millers Lane.  

9.4. Cllr.Jeffs said that the bin on the Green was alright but one needed repair or replacement. He asked council to consider the purchase of a new one at GBP168 + VAT before buying any further ones. Cllr.Cross proposed going ahead with the purchase on this basis and this was seconded by Cllr. Burden and unanimously agreed.  It was noted that the Clerk had emailed CDC confirming that it was the Parish Council’s wish that the three existing bins should be emptied each week by the refuse lorry. 

10.0. J.U.M.P.A.
10.1. The committee’s fund raising for the tennis court had continued and members were awaiting news regarding the transfer of title for the land gifted by Mr.Nunneley. The Clerk would enquire with the solicitors to find out how things were progressing including getting clarification over the right of access to the entrance to Hornton Pavillion about which Paul Burger seemed to have concern.

10.1.1. JUMPA had produced a set of 4 Christmas cards for sale at GBP1.20 or 50p each. Those wanting to buy some should contact Cllrs.Jeffs or Fickling.  A successful dinner had raised GBP450

10.1.2. Hornton Millennium Fund’s Bank A/c had been closed and the statements were handed to the Clerk for record purposes.

10.1.3. JUMPA Committee minutes of meeting held on 8/10/02 received.
11. 0. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
11.1.   Cllr.Fickling asked what was being done about erecting the Christmas tree on the Green. Evidently Mr.Coker had already donated one. Cllr.Jeffs recommended that a qualified electrician should be asked to look at the lights and electrical installation before anyone from the Council goes ahead to set them up.
11.2. The next meeting was scheduled for February 3rd 2003 at 7.30 pm.
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