

        HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL

         MINUTES OF AGM  IN CHURCH ROOM ON  MONDAY, MAY 13TH 2002
PRESENT:  Cllrs. Turner,  Burden, Fickling, Jeffs, Miles, Offord.



Clerk: J.Peace


IN ATTENDANCE: District Cllr.Mansell




APOLOGIES: Cllr.Cross


1.0. NOMINATIONS FOR CHAIRMAN:  Cllr.Turner was proposed Chairman by: Cllr Burden and seconded by: Cllr.Jeffs. With no other nominations the proposal of Cllr.Turner was supported unanimously.

2.0.  CHAIRMAN’S  ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE:  Cllr.Turner signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.

3.0. NOMINATIONS FOR VICE CHAIRMAN: Cllr.Miles was proposed by Cllr.Jeffs and seconded by Cllr.Burden. With no other nominations for Vice Chairman the proposal of Cllr.Miles for Vice Chairman was agreed unanimously. 

4.0. ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE/DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REGISTER OF HOSPITALITY 

4.1. All members present signed their Declaration of Acceptance of office forms and submitted them to the Clerk. It was agreed that Cllr.Cross would sign his Acceptance of Office at, or before, the next meeting.

4.2. All newly elected members had submitted their Register of Interests declarations & lodged them with the Clerk.     

4.3. No Gifts and Hospitality declarations were submitted but Members had been given blank forms for submission in need.

5.0. ALLOCATION OF RESPONSIBILITIES

5.1.   The following allocations of responsibility were agreed unanimously:


Chairman: Finance & G.P. and Roads & Highways.  Vice Chairman: Finance & G.P.and  Multi Surface Sports area  


Cllr.Burden: Planning


Cllr. Cross: Roads &  Highways 


Fickling: Planning and Website 

Cllr.Jeffs: Allotments and Roads &Highways,   

Cllr. Offord: Finance & G.P.and Website

Cllr.  Highways & Footpaths

6.0. APPOINTMENT OF RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER (RFO)

6.1. Cllr. Burden nominated the Clerk to continue as RFO. This was seconded by Cllr.Fickling and agreed unanimously.   

7.0.  APPOINTMENT OF BANKERS

7.1.   The Council’s bank accounts had been maintained satisfactorily with Barclays in Banbury in the past year. The Chairman proposed that the Council should continue with the same bank & this was seconded by Cllr.Miles and agreed unanimously.

8.0.  FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS

8.1.  It was agreed that meetings should continue at the same frequency as in the past twelve months.

9.0. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:

9.1.   The Minutes having been circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true account of the business conducted.

10.0. MATTERS ARISING:

10.1. If a planning application was contentious, or the Parish Council’s decision likely to be delayed,  Cllr. Mansell  should be informed so that she could take steps to avert delegation under the new system.  She added that CDC could not give a PC longer than 21 days to consider a planning application other than in the most exceptional cases. However, previous requests for extensions had, in her knowledge, been unsuccessful. 

11.0. FINANCE & G.P.

11.1. Summaries of Receipts & Payments and Cash at Bank were signed off by the Chairman showing the balances on the accounts as follows:  BPA A/c £2258.99 and BCA A/c: £78.30. 

11.1.1. £1500 had been received in respect of the first half yearly precept and £500 for the Jubillee grant from CDC.

11.1.2. It was noted that Council was required in due course to account to CDC for the expenditure incurred.

11.2.  Cllr.Miles proposed adopting the Council’s Accounts as at 31st.March 2002. This was seconded by Cllr. Offord and agreed unanimously. The Accounts, copy attached to these minutes, were then signed off by the Chairman & Clerk.

11.3. The Clerk asked Council to authorize/sign Section 1 of the new Annual Return to the effect that the figures as at 31/3/02, as set out, presented fairly the financial position of the Council, were consistent with the underlying financial records, and had been prepared on a Receipts & Payments basis. The variances between the previous & current year Total Receipts & Payments figures were highlighted on the Return & agreed. Significantly these had been inflated by the grant and corresponding expenditure of £7454 in respect of the Hornton Pavillion and Millennium Seat projects. Cllr. Miles proposed adoption, seconded by Cllr. Offord. The Chairman  & Clerk then signed the Return with the unanimous agreement of the Council.  

11.4. Under the new scheme of audit Council must appoint an internal auditor whose essential qualification was to be both competent and independent. Cllr. Fickling suggested Ken Hartlett & it was agreed that the Chairman would ask if he was interested in this role. A fee charging company could alternatively be employed but Council felt that this would be too expensive and a local person would be more suitable. 

11.5. The Clerk reminded that Council was required to conduct an assessment of risks on a regular basis. Cllr.Jeffs asked the Clerk to check from the insurance policy and/or with OALC whether there was blanket cover for events held in the village.

11.6. Section 2, the Statement of Assurance, within the new Annual Return, should be signed off by the Internal Auditor after completing his audit and by the 30th September deadline.

11.7. Cornhill gave notification of an increase in premium rates arising from a rise in the number of liability claims.

11.8. The following cheques were approved and signed at the meeting:

 
100454

£  50.00

E.M.Jeffs
Balance due re.Jubillee mugs


100455

£609.76

Cornhill Insce.
Annual renewal premium 


100456

£  61.95

J.Peace

Books:   Local Council Administration /Law of the 











Countryside


100457

£  20.00

J.Peace (Cash)
Petty Cash


100458

£325.64

Premier Trophies Re. Jubillee celebrations


100459

£221.00

Wright Hassall
Search fees re. PC land

12.0. PLANNING

12.1. Since the previous meeting CDC had granted planning permission for:

02/00439/TCA:
Mr.J.Ely
Delphi,Hornton Lane

To fell 3 Sycamores

02/00074/F:
Mr.M.Hamer

The Jays



To erect a 1 storey ext.

02/00178/F:         
Mr..M.Shipley
Midhill



To erect a 2-storey rear ext,detached




garage, 2
additional rooflights to side elevation & reposition front door.

02/00232/TCA:
Mr.J.Robinson
Endells Cottage
To fell 1 & reduce 2 conifers by 20%. 

12.2. CDC had granted planning permission on:

02/00590/F:
Mr & Mrs Tew
Eastgate Farm, Eastgate

New access road

02/00535/F:
Mr.Hartlett
Eastgate Cottage


To reduce silver birch 25%, re- 






pollard Willow, pollard to original 






pollard points, reduce overhanging 






limbs & balance crown of ash tree &





by 50%.

02/00525/F:
Mr.Whitehead
Tourney House
To demolish single storey utility room, 


bathroom & outbuilding & construct new 


utility room,bathroom, kitchen.

12.3. The PC considered and had no objection to:

02/00718/TEL: 
Mr.Walker
Quarry Farm
To erect electricity line to the north of 


Farm

02/00813/F:
Mr. & Mrs. Britton
Prentice House, Millers Lane
To demolish single storey extension 


and with 1 ½ storey extension.

12.4. Cllrs.Miles & Jeffs met Kirsten Berry, of OCC Planning together with other interested parties at a privately convened meeting on April 22nd to discuss OCC’s current Ironstone application.   A summary of main points raised at the meeting was passed to the Clerk for information only.  Cllr. Jeffs suggested that the Parish Council should ask for an Environmental Impact Assessment report but the Chairman considered this unnecessary as the current application was an extension of the old one which had covered such aspect. He added that Council had already considered the current application and submitted its objections and it was no longer a PC issue. However, as Kirsten Berry was unfamiliar with the past history of ironstone mining applications Cllr. Jeffs proposed & Cllr. Offord seconded the motion to provide her with copies of minutes of previous PC meetings when ironstone issues were discussed. This would help Kirsten Berry prepare a report of her recommendations to the OCC Executive. The motion was carried by a vote of 4 to 2 against. Cllr. Jeffs then proposed a second motion that the PC ask OCC for an Environmental Impact Assessment. This was similarly carried by a vote of 4 to 2 against. The Clerk would urgently prepare the photocopies for dispatch to Kirsten Berry. 

12.5. Cllr.Fickling said there were some who were unhappy that notices about the private meeting did not indicate by whom they were sent and added that the village had already had the opportunity to make known their views at the APM.  Cllr. Miles replied that the manner in which the notices were sent out was a mistake and they should have been sent to all electors rather than one for each household. The Chairman was concerned that this independent action undermined the authority of the Council.

13.0 CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was noted:

13.1. CDC had asked for Codes of Conduct forms from all newly elected Members to be submitted by 30th.May. 

13.2. CDC advised that the charge for providing legal services had increased to £65 per hour with no VAT applicable.

13.3. CDC had issued poster details of their Blue Box Recycling Collection dates for the notice board.

13.4. OALC had invited members of the community interested in visitng the Oxfordshire Record Office in Cowley.

13.5. OCC had advised their intention to hold a consultation meeting to review the Oxfordshire Structure Plan. It was noted that while the Government’s recent Green Paper on reforming the planning system proposed the abolition of Structure Plans there will be a long transition period & therefore it was vital, irrespective of uncertainty, for local authorities to pursue their intended plans.

13.6. Cherwell Community Planning Partnership had announced their intention to continue working together to deliver the aims as set out in the Plan. The Partnership will report on progress towards delivering the actions in the Plan via the Cherwell Link.

14.0. ROADS & HIGHWAYS REPORT
14.1. Virginia Britton had written to say that while Neighbourhood Watch were happy that some action had been taken to prevent further wear of the Green some were not pleased that the bollards had been placed so as to follow the line of the already reduced area of grass rather than the original area.  Cllr.Offord agreed but noted that  Neighbourhood Watch had made no alternative suggestions. Cllr.Miles suggested drawing a plan setting out what could be done. One suggestion was to reduce the area by about 3 feet and lay a tarmac strip. Cllr.Offord observed that the centre of the Green was being worn down by children playing cricket but it was agreed that not much could be done to stop this.

14.2. The Chairman said that Steve Bowden had replied to the Clerk’s letter about cutting the hedgerow by Lucketts Farm. Albert Humphries, Clerk of Works, had visited the owners who assured him that they would cut it. If this matter was not acted upon OCC said they would issue a Section 154 notice requiring action within 28 days. On another matter, Steve Bowden said that the ability to repair the lane by Wroxton Brook in the current financial year depended on finding savings from other schemes. If funds did become available he suggested rebuilding a third of the road this year and so on in successive years.  As regards the posts on the Green, these were installed before Steve Bowden could specify where they could be erected. In the circumstances he suggested that their effect should be monitored and if they were unsuitably erected he would have them removed/repositioned

15.0. SMALL PLAYING FIELD

15.1.  Mike Webber had passed correspondence between the Charity and the Charity Commissioner to the Chairman who has passed it on to Julia Whitby who is trying to locate the title document for the field.  Cllr.Miles confirmed that he will be laying safety matting around the roundabout and buffers on the entrance gate. He also intended erecting a ‘No Dog fouling’ sign. Monthly meetings to examine the equipment continued to be held and a check list/log maintained.

16.0. ALLOTMENTS

16.1.Thames Water’s quote for a water supply to the allotment area was too costly for the Parish Council to consider further.  It was agreed Adrian Horsley would be asked to mow the grass bank in Millers Lane. Rent monies still needed o be collected.. 

17.0. J.U.M.P.A.

17.1. Cllr.Fickling attended a Committee meeting the previous Thursday.  They were still waiting for the transfer of legal title to be completed. The Chairman had spoken to Julia Whitby who was in contact with Nunneley’s solicitors. Fund raising efforts were going well and Steve Woodcock was looking into grant funding. A quote for the construction of the tennis court was awaited. Frank Gardner had telephoned the Chairman to say that he intended returning before May 20th to finish clearing up the  garden land he had rented.   

18.0. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

18.1. The Website committee was considering having a local business section register. 

18.2. Harry Brooks & Billy Freeman had asked whether anything could be done to stop children playing on the Green.  Report of window damage was noted and it was agreed that if the trouble worsened the Council would look into the matter further.

18.3. Cllr.Jeffs reported that the seat near the entrance to the allotments was rotten and falling to pieces.  Cllr.Burden offered to find some wood to replace the rotten sections where necessary.

18.4. To mark the current Jubillee year Cllr.Jeffs suggested planting replacement trees in the spaces between the cherry trees planted some 50 years ago.  This, he said, could be considered in the light of how much of the £500 CDC grant remained unspent.   

18.5. The next meeting was scheduled for August 12th 2002 at 7.30 pm.
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