HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL

The Cottage, Pages Lane, Hornton, Banbury, Oxon OX15 6BX

Tel: 01295 670530

E-mail: a.cater@btinternet.com



16 August 2006

Alan Jones

Head of Planning & Development Services

Cherwell District Council

Bodicote House,

Bodicote

BANBURY

OX15 4AA

Dear Mr Jones

Cherwell Local Development Framework: Banbury and North Cherwell Site Allocations Development Plan Document – Issues and Options Paper

Site Reference HN1, Land off West End, 0.24 hectares

The inclusion of this site in the Options and Issues Paper has caused concerns for residents of Hornton.  A well attended meeting called by residents has raised a number of issues including 

· the suitability of the site, 
· impact on the Conservation Area, 
· impact of traffic and parking
· the proximity of the Children’s Playground, which is very well used by young children in the village and from the school.  
It is understood that residents will express these concerns to you individually.  

In this letter, the Parish Council will concentrate on planning and safety issues.  

The Parish Council fully endorses Cherwell District Council’s response to the Representation dated 22 March 2001 by Brian Barber Associates on behalf of Corus.  This response from the Executive Meeting on 10 December 2001, as detailed on the Council’s website, is as follows: 

“Hornton is not an appropriate location for the allocation of a housing site due to its lack of services.  The site is considered too large to be an infill site in terms of the definition in policy H16 (category 2 villages).  The land is slightly raised and forms part of the open agricultural land which allows views of the hillside directly to the south of the village.  Development of the site would be detrimental to the rural character and appearance of the conservation area due to its impact on West Lane” (sic – should be West End).

Given this response, the Parish Council is surprised that the site is quoted in the Issues and Options Paper, as it does not appear to be a realistic option.  The Parish Council firmly believes, therefore, that the site should not be included in the final Preferred Option Paper nor as part of the Development Plan or Local Development Framework.

With regards to the Conservation Area

· it is difficult to envisage how any modern development, albeit with the use of local materials, could enhance the area particularly alongside the listed buildings.

· retention of the existing wall under policy EN40 would make access to the proposed extremely difficult, as it would involve a 90 degree turn.

· Any group of houses would not be in the same scale or mass as the rest of West End, which consists essentially of a row of properties each side.  

There are already concerns for safety with regard to the Children’s Playground with its proximity to a narrow stretch of road, on a bend and where there is no footpath.  Traffic and parking is already an issue with the increasing number of cars per household.   The proposed new site is to the rear and side of the Playground and any development can only add to these concerns.

In summary, the Parish Council fully supports Cherwell District’s stance against the Corus Representation and proposals and firmly believes that this site should be excluded from any future document.

Please ensure that the Parish Council is kept informed of developments at each stage of this process so that it can respond accordingly.

Yours sincerely

Alan Cater

Clerk to Hornton Parish Council

Copy to:  Douglas Webb, District Councillor

