HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD IN THE CHURCH ROOM ON MONDAY 25 APRIL 2005 at 7.30pm
Present:  
Chairman Cllr Miles and Cllrs Burden, Cross, Offord and Turner. Clerk: Alan Cater 

    
County Councillor George Reynolds, District Councillor Douglas Webb 

Residents present:  Rosemary Gilkes, Harold Hart, Peter Hart, Maggie Higgins, David Jarrett, Frank Jarrett, 

       
Eileen Lewis, Daphne Sadler, Julie Stanley, Audrey Turner

1. Apologies 
Cllr Fickling, Ken Hartlett



 
2. Minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 19 April 2004

Cllr Offord proposed that the minutes be adopted.  Julie Stanley seconded this.  There were no objections and the motion was therefore agreed unanimously.

3. Matters Arising

There were no matters arising

4. Chairman’s Report

Cllr Miles welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced George Reynolds, County Councillor and Douglas Webb, District Councillor.  He reported that there had been no new properties built in the village during the year, only renovations and extensions to existing properties.  There has been one slightly controversial planning application.  This was for the retrospective planning of the BSX Track at Hornton Hill Farm.  After listening to all sides of the argument, the Parish Council decided to support a BSX Track for local young people but was against the use of a tannoy system at the track.  After much lobbying by the Parish Council, he was pleased to announce that the 511 Hornton – Banbury Thursday bus service, subsidised by Oxfordshire CC has been saved for another 4 years.  There is a vacancy on the Parish Council due to the recent resignation of Bill Jeffs.  Anyone interested should contact the Chairman or Alan Cater.  He thanked those who helped maintain the village by mowing the greens etc.  Hornton has entered the Best Kept Village competition again this year.  We were runners up last year so lets see if we can win it this year

5. County Councillor’s Report
Cllr Reynolds also commented on the saving of the bus service.  Speeding through villages is a problem in the area and it is difficult to get the balance right as calming measures can also cause problems.  The renewed Hornton to Wroxton Road is an improvement although some of the edges are starting to go.  Quarrying is moving away from Hornton.  Despite his best efforts, the hours of opening at Alkerton Tip have been reduced.  There is no summer evening opening except on Thursdays.  Vans and tip-ups are now being licensed and he hopes there will be no increase in fly-tipping.  Cherwell DC should be contacted to remove any waste that is fly-tipped.  Hornton School is doing very well but there is concern at secondary level where Banbury School is not picking up as quickly as hoped.  There is concern regarding house building in Banbury which could cause traffic problems to the north of the town.  This is being initiated by South East England Regional Assembly whose booklet “Your Shout” should have been delivered to every house.  This does not appear to have happened. 

6. District Councillor’s Report

Cllr Webb reported that the 3.77% Council Tax rise was better than most.  Recycling at 42% was one of the best in the country.  The new Licensing Act and emphasis on crime and disorder should hopefully bring about an improvement.  During the year the Council’s housing stock was taken over by Charter Housing.  There are plans to improve sport and leisure but these are yet to be finalised.  He too mentioned the South East Plan and encouraged people to put their views forward. 

7. Finance & G.P. Report

Alan Cater as Responsible Financial Officer, distributed copies of the Parish Council’s receipts and payments for the year and a Consolidated Summary of the Parish Council’s Accounts.  During the year the Council increased the precept to £4,000.  This followed the recommendation from the Internal Auditor that a higher cushion of funds should be maintained.  The previous year-end balance of £235 was increased to £1105 his year.  The precept has been further increased to £4,500 this year with the aim of achieving a balance of 50% of the precept over the next few years.  The Council has kept good control of costs with total expenditure roughly the same.  This is the first full year in which the Pavilion, Playground and JUMPA accounts have been under the overall control of the Parish Council and the increased figures reflect this.  Substantial fundraising accounts for the commendable increases in the balances of the Pavilion and JUMPA.  The most significant figure is on the Playground account following the receipt of £115,000 from the Estate of Michael Webber. This has raised questions as to whether it is still appropriate for the funds of the Subsidiary Committees to be kept separate or whether the Parish Council should have prime control.  At an Extraordinary Meeting on 7 April the Parish Council agreed that the present arrangements should still stand and that decisions rest with the individual Committees (subject to ratification by the Parish Council).  In principle the Parish Council is happy to consider transfers or loans between Committees provided both parties are happy to do so.  In the case of ratifying loans, the Parish Council would need to see a Business Plan and Cashflow Forecast clearly showing where repayment would come from and over what period.

8. Roads and Highways Report

8.1.  Cllr Turner reported that Oxon CC has completed some of the long-standing work in the parish.  The Langway to Wroxton Heath road was partly dug up,recycled and relaid.  This is a great improvement.  On the Horley road, the deep indent has been filled with tarmac and potholes have been filled in as they were notified to the Council.  Approximately one metre has been taken off of the Millers Lane triangular green.  The men doing this work also laid ducting from Mr & Mrs Higgins garage to the circular green outside Holloway House so an electric cable and point could be installed for the lighting of the Christmas Tree etc.  Mr & Mrs Higgins are thanked for their agreement.  The downside to this project was the charge of £700 by the Council.  The village footpaths are generally in good order except for the one running from West End to the Church.  Oxon CC has been notified of this.  The footpath that was diverted for quarrying has been re-instated to its original route.  A big thank you to those who mow the greens, plant and look after flowers and carry out general maintenance throughout the parish.

8.2.  Speed measurement statistics from Millers Lane were distributed.  The vast majority of vehicles are travelling within the 30 mph limit.  This will continue to be monitored.

8.3.  From the floor, Mrs Higgins enquired about the blocked gully on the corner of Bell Street.  It was confirmed that this will have to be dug out completely and Oxon CC has been chased as a matter of urgency.

9. Allotments Report (John Fox Charity)
Cllr Burden presented the report.  All of the allotments are to the bungalow side of the path, with all 12 still being occupied.  The proposed increase in rents has now been implemented.  A full allotment is now £5 and all payments have been collected. Thanks to Adrian and Bill for keeping the paths mown.  If any villager requires a chain or two of good growing soil they should contact Paul or the Clerk.  He wished all tenants a good growing season.

10. Playground Report

Cllr Miles presented the report.  The Committee consists of Don Wain (Chairman), Neil Shadbolt, David Jarrett, Paul Burden, John Offord and David Miles (Secretary and Treasurer).  The Committee has been fairly active this last 12 months.  In addition to mowing, strimming and generally keeping the Playground tidy, they have installed safety tiles around the roundabout, fixed a new seat in memory of the late Pat Horsley, replaced one of the litter bins and purchased new grass cutting equipment.  They have received £50 from the May Day raffle, £215 from the annual coffee morning, £120.35 from the Autumn Bingo, £50 from the Ladies Working Party and other various donations amounting to £24. They sold the old mower for £50.  They have also received a bequest from the Estate of Michael Webber of £115,174.32 to be used by the Playground Committee as they see fit.  It is intended to use the money to maintain and improve a safe play area in the village, which can be used by the children for free anytime they wish.  The current account has a credit balance of £814.47 and the reserve account £116,272.15.  Spring Bingo raised £120 and was donated to Helen House Hospice used for children in Oxford.  Proceeds from future fundraising will be donated to local children’s charities.  Weekly safety inspections are carried out.  ROSPA carried out the annual inspection in September.  There were no major issues but the Risk Assessment was medium to high mainly because of the old climbing frame.  This is to be replaced with a Modular Play System in memory of Michael Webber.  Installation will start shortly and should be completed by early Summer when there will be an opening ceremony.  In addition the fence opposite the Dun Cow will be replaced and a new disabled and pushchair access ramp will be built.

11. Pavilion Report
11.1.  Cllr Miles read out the report from Ian Harris.  “The Pavilion continues to be well used for village and private functions as well as a base for a number of clubs/organisations.  Regular users include the Brownies, the Gardening Club, Mothers and Toddlers, Keep Fit and the Youth Club. We are planning to redecorate the hall on Saturday 7th May (and possibly 8th May if not finished). The paint has been donated but we are now looking for volunteers armed with paintbrushes. Thanks to the individuals, families and organisations who 'sponsored' lighter folding tables to replace the old tables. Thanks also to Sarah Walther for organising the donations. The new tables take up less space and are easier to handle.  Fund raising for the proposed kitchen extension continues. Graham Campbell has kindly prepared detailed plans with building regulations, which are being submitted to Cherwell DC for approval. Once we have this approval I hope we can set a date to start work on the site in the near future. With the final approval we will also be in a position to make further bids for funding once we have detailed quotations for the work.  Additional funding comes from hiring fees and events organised by the Entertainment Committee and individuals. Thanks are due to the many people who give their time and energy to ensure that these fundraising events take place.  Unfortunately the Tote is not now running and this was a good source of regular money for the Pavilion. If anyone is interested in taking over the coordination of the Tote any of the Pavilion Committee members would be pleased to hear from them.  The Pavilion Committee continues to meet regularly to discuss the management and future development of the Pavilion. The AGM will take place on Wednesday 8th June at 8.15pm - we always welcome new members on the committee as well as suggestions for further events and use of the Pavilion. I am grateful to all members of the committee, including the officers and parish councillors, who give their time (and sometimes labour) for the benefit of others.” 

11.2.  Cllr Turner suggested that the finances needed to be reviewed.  There is a large balance on current account earning no interest and a much smaller balance on the interest bearing reserve account.  The money in the Kitchen Extension Fund should be kept separate, as it is not clear how much has been raised.

12. JUMPA Report

12.1.  Cllr Offord presented the report.  Balance at the Bank is just under £14,500.  Notable fund-raising events during the year were the Golden Mile, Progressive Dinner Parties and the Film Festival and Quiz.  Currently the committee is awaiting an updated quote from the contractor.  A further grant of £10k is available providing work is completed by next June.  They will need to continue to fund-raise and apply for further grants to ensure the deadline is met.  A further £8,000 needs to be raised based on previous estimates.  Many thanks to all those who have worked so hard to progress this project.

12.2.  From the floor Mrs Turner asked how the play area will be run.  Cllr Offord responded that this has not yet been fully discussed and the booking system etc will need to be clarified. 

13. Hornton Primary School Report
Cllr Miles presented the report.  “The school has 76 pupils on roll. The staffing remains largely the same, but a new caretaker Mr. Nigel Bateson was appointed last summer and he seems to have fitted in very well taking over some of the premises responsibilities.  The school has been promoting healthy eating and exercise this academic year. With year 1 designing and preparing a Teddy Bears Picnic, Years 2 and 3 designing and preparing a healthy packed lunch, Year 4 growing their own vegetables and Years 5 and 6 designing, preparing and serving a healthy lunch.  In November 3 teachers visited a school in Lithuania and in March four teachers from the Lithuanian school visited Hornton School as part of the Comenius project.  All the teachers found it very useful and they learnt a lot about their different education systems.  In addition in February, Class 1 teacher Mrs. Petit went on a study visit to Louisianna to look at Elementary Schools in New Orleans and Baton Rouge and judging by her report she learned a lot of useful information from the trip.  The school has recently been left a substantial amount of money from the will of the late Michael Webber. This has been put in a Trust Fund called the Michael Webber Hornton School Trust and it was decided to use this money for enhancing the teaching of music in the School.  As for the premises we have recently had a new central heating system fitted to the Old School House block and some decorating work done. Also a new door and window have been fitted to the front of Classroom 3. Because of the new intake policy where the school now have to take 4 year olds, the school is bursting at the seams. So we are looking into the possibility of going to a four Class system. This would be Reception Class as Class 1, years 1 & 2 as Class 2, years 3 & 4 as Class 3 and years 5 & 6 as Class 4. This would mean building an extra classroom possibly where the school shelter and shed are sited.  I would like to conclude by thanking the School Association for all their hard work fundraising. They have recently supplied the school with extra playground equipment for break times. I would also like to thank the staff at the school under the excellent leadership of Mrs. Wendy Clifford the Head Teacher for all their hard work, which has made Hornton Primary School one of the best schools in Oxfordshire.”
14. Ironstone Liaison Committee Representative Report
The Clerk read out the report from Bill Jeffs.  “Restoration of Hornton Grounds Quarry is now 99% complete. The haul road from the saw sheds to old quarry face has been in filled to 100 metres west of the bridle road and work is on going. Initial concerns over the type of waste being buried in the haul road were resolved.  This was agricultural waste that the farmer had a perfect right to dispose of in his own land.  The footpath between me top of Holloway and the New Inn Public House has been re-opened and is well signed.  By the 2006 open parish meeting the only quarry activity in Hornton parish should be the saw sheds adjacent to the main Stratford road.  Alkerton quarry is nearly worked out and restoration is expected to start in Autumn 2006. The triangular area of land at the back of Alkerton quarry, west of the New Inn Public House and bounded by me Stafford and the tip roads will not be quarried before the quarry closes. This area formed part of the land that would have been exchanged for anew permission at Manor Farm Hornton, had that application been successful.  The Parish Council asked the clerk to write to Peter Bennie Limited requesting what the operational reasons were for not working this land at this time.  (They have responded that there are access problems.)  Peter Bennie Limited will shortly be applying for two new permissions in to extend the Wroxton quarry. If successful these will be me first new permission granted which are outside of the original 1953 planning consent. Though these are small areas and the operational reasons for the request appear valid, they do set a precedent for the future.  The Parish Council has asked the clerk to write to the chairman of the Ironstone Liaison Committee, Cllr George Reynolds expressing their concern over any new permissions being granted.  (Cllr Reynolds has acknowledged this.)”

15. Neighbourhood Watch Report

Alan Cater (Treasurer) reported that the summer event raised approximately £80 and that there was now in excess of £400 in the account.  He did not have details as to whether there had been any break-ins during the year.

16. Hornton & Horley Brownies Report

16.1.  Cllr Miles read out the report from Ann Simpkins.  “We have had a very successful year at Brownies.  The girls continue to enjoy the meetings and are very enthusiastic.  We are 12 in number and the bank balance is very healthy.  I have 4 mums who help me.  We are going to the West Midlands Safari Park in May for the day, which we are all looking forward to, mums and girls.  It is with sadness that I have announced my resignation.  I will be finishing in July.  I hope that the Brownies will continue and that someone will step forward to take over.  It has been a happy 15 years and very rewarding and with the continued support of the village it would be for someone else.”  

16.2.  It was agreed unanimously that a letter of appreciation should be sent to Ann Simpkins.

17. Hornton Youth Club Report

Cllr Miles read out the report from Ian Harris.  “The club meets on Thursdays from 7 to 8.30pm during school term time and is open to young people aged 8 years and over.  The aim of the club is to be educational as well as recreational and especially to cover some subjects, which are not part of the normal school curriculum.  The weekly meetings are run by Les England and myself, however there are a few occasions when one of us may be unable to attend and we would be grateful for an extra pair of hands.  If anyone is able to stand in from time to time we would be pleased to hear from them.  In any event we welcome visits by anyone willing to share their experience of hobbies, jobs or other interests to broaden the existing programme or just to come along to help out. The Club is affiliated to Oxfordshire County Council Youth Service and the Oxfordshire Association for Young People (OAYP). The club is funded by weekly subscriptions and we are also fortunate to get subscriptions from organisations within the village.  On 30 June this year we are planning to take the young people to Fir Tree Falconry to fly both hawks and owls and hopefully to observe owls living in the valley.  I am indebted to Les England for his ongoing help in running the club.”  

18. Hornton Football Club

Cllr Cross presented the Report.  The 2004/05 season has been very successful.  Stan Hillman took over as team manager and introduced some ex senior players who have been more reliable.  The club received a boost at the beginning of the season when John Naysmith, a local engineer, sponsored a kit.  It has been great to see the side playing in traditional Hornton royal blue.  The team played its last league game on Saturday and still has an outside chance of gaining promotion into the Premier League.   This coming Saturday, they are playing in the Mid-Oxon Cup Final at Souldern at 6pm against Fenny Compton.  The running costs for this season will be approximately £1,300 and this will leave approximately £1,000 and £1,000 worth of Abbey National shares.  Thanks to Mark Wright for looking after the money and helping Stan with the team and also to Graham Bottoms for taking over as secretary. 

19. 3 H’s Gardening Club Report

Cllr Cross presented the Report.  Membership is around 60 members and meetings are usually attended by approximately 30.  Talks ranged from Country Customs to Wildlife in Oxfordshire and all the talks were enjoyed.  As the club’s funds were quite healthy it was decided to take members on a mystery tour.  The coach was driven through some pretty countryside and ended up in Broom near Stratford where a very nice dinner was provided.  This proved to be a very popular trip.  The outing was to Barnsdale Gardens where Geoff Hamilton made his gardens for the television programme and this was followed by a boat trip on Rutland Water.  The Flower and Vegetable Show was well supported and the Christmas Dinner was held at The Moon & Sixpence.

20. Hornton Allsorts Drama Club Report

There is no report this year but it is hoped that members will be treading the boards again soon.

21. Hornton Gossip Report

Cllr Miles read a letter from Julie Stanley advising that a further donation was needed from the Parish Council for printing the next issue of The Gossip.  There were favourable comments from the floor.

22. Keep Fit Club
Cllr Cross presented the Report.  The Club meets every Wednesday in the Pavilion from 7-8pm.  Attendance over the past year has been good.  The class has been running successfully for over 10 years and is suitable for all ages and abilities.  New members are always welcome.

23. Hornton Toddlers Report

No report available.

24. Resolutions or Questions
None

25. Any Other Business
From the floor, David Jarrett raised the ongoing problems with the blocking of the sewer pipe from the houses at the top of Bell Street down on to the football pitch.  Cllr Miles agreed to take this up at the Parish Council Meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.55pm.
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