
     HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN CHURCH ROOM ON  MONDAY, 19TH MAY  2003

 

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr.Miles and  Cllrs.Burden, Fickling, Jeffs, and Turner.  

Clerk: J.Peace  

APOLOGIES: Cllr. Cross
 

1.0. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

1.1. Cllr.Turner nominated Cllr.Miles for Chairman for the forthcoming year. This was seconded by Cllr.Offord. There being no other nominations it was unanimously agreed by a vote of hands to elect Cllr.Miles.

2.0.  DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

2.1. Cllrs.Miles & Jeffs signed the prescribed Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form in the presence of the Council to signify an interest in connection with a planning application to fell a neighbour’s cherry tree.

 

3.0. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

3.1. Cllr.Offord was nominated for Vice Chairman by Cllr. Miles. This was seconded by Cllr.Fickling.  With no other nominations it was unanimously agreed by a vote of hands to elect Cllr.Offord as Vice Chairman. 

 
4.0. COMMITTEES

4.1. The following committees were agreed by the Council:


Roads & Highways
:
Cllrs.Cross, Miles, & Turner.


Allotments

:
Cllrs.Burden & Jeffs.


Planning


:
All members of the Council.


Small Playing Field
: 
Cllrs.Burden & Miles


Pavillion

:
All members of the Council.


Finance & G.P.

:
Cllrs. Fickling, Offord & Cllr.Miles


Website


:
Cllrs.Fickling & Offord


JUMPA


:
Cllr.Fickling & Jeffs.

 

4.2. It was noted that under the Standing Orders the Chairman  & Vice Chairman automatically become members of a committee where they are not specifically allocated.

5.0.APPOINTMENT OF SCHOOL GOVERNOR

5.1. Cllr.Miles’ term of office as a School Governor representing Hanwell, Horley and Hornton expires in June/July and elections for the forthcoming term will be taking place in September. In the past the Council has written to Hanwell and Horley PC’s to enquire whether they intended putting forward their own nomination for the post forward or,alternatively, they agreed for Cllr.Miles to stand.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to both Councils again. In the meantime it was agreed that Cllr.Miles, after being nominated by Cllr. Turner, seconded by Cllr. Offord and agreed unanimously, would stand on behalf of Hornton PC for the next term. Cllr.Miles thanked Council for his nomination which he was pleased to accept. 

 

5.1.1. It was noted that CDC had informed Council that as a result of the School Government Regulations which emerged as a consequence of the 2002 Education Act there had been a change of the existing title ‘Additional Co-Opted Governor’ to the newly styled title of ‘Community Governor’.

6.0. APPOINTMENT OF RFO

6.1. Cllr. Miles proposed that the Clerk be nominated as the Council’s Responsible Financial Officer for the forthcoming year. This was seconded by Cllr.Turner and agreed unanimously.

 

7.0. APPOINTMENT OF BANKERS

7.1. The Clerk confirmed that there had been no problems or complaints about the service provided by Barclays plc. Cllr.Offord proposed that the Council’s existing banking arrangements should therefore remain unchanged. This was seconded by Cllr.Miles and agreed unanimously. 

 

 
8.0. FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS

8.1. It was agreed that the pattern and frequency of meeting should remain unchanged and that additional meetings could be convened as and when necessary.

 

9.0.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

9.1. None

 

10.0.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

       10.1. The Minutes were adopted and signed by the Chairman, Cllr.Miles, as a true account of the business conducted.

 

11.0. MATTERS ARISING  

11.1. No matters arose.

 

12.0. FINANCE & G.P.
12.1. Reports were submitted showing:


- Bank balances as at 30th April 2003: BPA  : £1771.26 &   BCA A/c £85.00 = £1856.26


- Cash Reconciliation Reports as at 30th.April 2003 – these were initialed in agreement by the Chairman.

 


12.1.2. Cllr.Fickling submitted the copy of the invoice payment of £325.64 which the Clerk required for his records and to claw back VAT. 

 

12.2.1. Cheques needing signature at the meeting were:


100490  Allianz Cornhill

£707-66

2003/04 Insurance premium


100491
Shaw & Sons

£  16-60

Asset Register

Cllr.Jeffs proposed adoption of the cheque payments. This was seconded by Cllr.Offord & agreed unanimously.

 

12.3. HLB Audit had submitted the 2003/04 Annual Return for completion by July 28th. 

 

12.4. The Clerk confirmed having written to Mike Webber stating that the Parish Council’s £5 million 3rd Party Liability cover in respect of the Hornton Playground would be in force when the Charity was dissolved.  

12.5. Cllr.Miles confirmed that he was still awaiting the estimate for the cost of building a disabled access to the Hornton Playing Field. This was needed to enable the Clerk to submit a letter of intent to the District Council.

 

12.6. The Clerk had prepared copies of the revised list of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations the latter having previously been adopted.  As there had been much new legislation affecting Councils (notably in connection with the Code of Conduct, Audit Regulations, and Freedom of Information Act) he had made a number of revisions which necessitated close examination before seeking adoption. It was agreed that all members would examine each of the Standing Orders and recommend further revisions, where required, at the next meeting.  

12.7. The Clerk had been quoted £120 + VAT to conduct a valuation of Hornton Pavilion for insurance purposes. It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain a second quote and then decide which one to adopt at his discretion.

 

13.0. PLANNING 
13.1. CDC had APPROVED the following planning permissions:
 

03/00540/F:

Mr. & Mrs Heathcote 
Thorn Cottage

To erect single storey extension & 










alterations to first floor bedroom.

 

03/00360/F

Mr & Mrs Donaldson 
1 Pages Lane

To demolish existing garage & replace










 with two storey side extension.










 Single storey extension & garage to 










 rear & new pedestrian gate to side.

 


02/02457/F & LB

Mr. & Mrs M. Dawkins
Home Farm

Reinstatement of former dwelling 












incl.single storey rear extension, sub-











division of existing cartilage and 












formation of new access. 


03/00103/TCA

Mr.& Mrs. R.Corke
The Cottage

To fell Yew tree








 Church Lane



 


13.1.1. The Parish Council considered and had NO OBJECTION to the following:
 

02/00

2/02644/F:

Hornton Methodist Chapel



To fell Leylandii



03/00947/TCA

Mr.J.C.Dawkins

Home Farm

To fell Cherry


13.1.2. Cllrs. Miles and Jeffs declared a possible interest in connection with the Home Farm application and left the room while 


the Home Farm application was discussed.  

 



13.1.3. The following application had been received and would be reported at next meeting:

 


03/00984/F

Mr.& Mrs.M.Hemmings
Lime View

To erect two storey side & rear








The Green 

extension.

14.0. CORRESPONDENCE
14.1. The following correspondence was dealt with and/or noted:

 


14.1.1.  It was agreed following CDC’s letter regarding the Local Authorities (Members’Allowances) (England) 

Regulations 2003 that councilors from Hornton PC would not be seeking a Parish Basic Allowance. 
 

14.1.2. A public meeting on flooding had been convened by OCC for 15th May at County hall and 29th May at Henley 
Town Hall.

 

14.1.3. Crafts in Gardens 2003 – leaflets had been pinned on the village noticeboard.

 

14.1.4. CDC Housing Dept. video and Formal Offer Document had been circulated to Councils in regard to their 
proposed transfer of its housing stock. CDC’s Council’s Tenancy Check Teams would be calling on all tenants 
throughout the district to give tenants the opportunity to discuss the document and raise any queries that they may have 
concerning the Council’s proposals. Cllr.Miles said that he would contact those he knew who may be affected.  

 

14.1.5. Agenda for OALC’s AGM on 12th. July 2003 and nomination form for election onto the committee.

 

14.1.6. Cotswolds AONB partnership – re. Dry Stone Walling – details of training courses during May to September 
being run as a part of the Heritage Lottery Funded Caring for the Cotswolds Project 

 

14.1.7. Notice of seminar meetings to be held to discuss the New Recycling Scheme (i) on Tuesday 17th June at Exeter 
Hall, Kidlington. (ii) on Wednesday, 25th June at Banbury Cricket Club, Bodicote – both at 6.30 pm. 

 

14.1.8. Following the last meeting’s decision to protest over the lack of road maintenance in Hornton the Council 
received a reply from the OCC Environment & Economy department explaining the reasons. The Clerk read 
the letter out to the meeting whereupon it was agreed that he would write to ask how the explained notional scoring 
criteria for maintenance was calculated. It was also agreed to express concern about risk of accident along the poorly 
maintained stretch of road through 
Wroxton Brook for the Bloxham minibus and Jeffs Coach on the daily school run.

It was noted that OCC would try to attend to the road in the next couple of years but without compromising chances 
for major repairs.

 

14.1.9. It was agreed to help Age Concern recruit local link volunteers their letter would be sent to Julie Stanley for 
possible inclusion in Gossip.

 

7.0. ALLOTMENTS:
7.1. All rents for the year had been received and £10.30 was handed to the Clerk to be banked.  A meeting of 
the John Fox Charity was scheduled to be held on May 28th at School House. Cllr.Turner thought that his term of 
office was due to end this year although he was happy to continue on the committee. It was hoped that Martin Griffith 
would take over from David Harwood. 

 
    8.0. SMALL PLAYING FIELD:


8.1. There was concern over employing someone to install a sleeve that wraps around a spring on one of the pieces of 
equipment. In the past a council member would have done this but there was doubt whether the Council’s insurance 
would cover injury that arose as a consequence of accident. The Clerk said that an insurer would require a contractor 
with 3rd party liability cover to do specialist work and that it was not the role of the Parish Council or its members to  
do it. Cllr.Miles expressed regret over this as he said that in the past he, or another councillor, would have done 
the work on the playground equipment without charge and with all the necessary skills required.         

 


8.2. The Clerk asked what the Council’s intentions were in regard to the monies held in the name of the Hornton

Playground Charity. It was thought that monies raised from activities could not be routed onto Council’s banks 
account and that this might preclude the Council from taking over the residual funds held by the (now dissolved) 
Charity.  The Clerk thought that in his experience there should be no problem taking over but that he would check with 
OALC.  A meeting of the Playground charity was due to be held in a day or two to consider options for the 
management of the playing field and these would be further considered by the Parish Council at a later date.  

 



8.3. Cllr.Jeffs suggested that there were so many different fund raising activities in the village that it might be a better 
seeking financial assistance through increased precept. Other members viewed that this would be unacceptable, firstly 
because people raised money voluntarily at their own choice and secondly, not everyone in the village would be 
willing to see the consequential increase in precept.  It was decide to seek views on this issue through Gossip.


9.0. ROADS & HIGHWAYS:

9.1. Cllr.Jeffs asked whether he could arrange to get a quote to fell two diseased cherry trees on the green. Cllr.Turner 
felt that a quote would not be necessary as he thought that Roy Tew might do it without charge.


9.2. Cllr.Miles reported that he had voiced no objection to Chris Charles’ request to place a skip on part of the Green 
rather than on the road where it would block traffic. Chris Charles had undertaken to repair any grass that became 
damaged as a result. 

 


9.3. While there were those in the village always willing to mow the Green and the grass verges there were still one or 
two areas which were not being done. Council expressed hope that this would be resolved especially as the village had 
entered the Best Kept Village competition.

 


10.0. HORNTON PAVILION


10.1. Cllr.Miles had recommended Nick Hawkins to carry out further repairs to the roof as he preferred not to do the 
work in view of his position on the Council.

 


10.2. There had been a vast improvement to the drainage since the sewer pipe by the football field had been 
successfully repaired.

 


11.0. IRONSTONE LIAISON COMMITTEE REPORT 


11.1. No report.


12.0. J.U.M.P.A.


12.1. The JUMPA committee had had a good turn out at the Horley-Hornton walk which led to a gathering by the 
proposed tennis court site.
More fund raising events were planned and Cllr.Fickling reported that things were going 
from strength to strength. Offers of hardcore to help level the court had been received and were being considered by 
the committee. 

 


13.0. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

13.1. A request for the Parish Council to pay £59.99 for the website’s annual management fee would be decided upon 
at next meeting but was not considered a problem as this could be approved as expenditure under Section 137.

 


13.2. Cllr.Turner would ask Peter Hart about the caravan installed on the property opposite Starveall Barn to ascertain 
whether planning permission has been obtained.


Being no other business the meeting finished at 10.17 pm. Next meeting 18th.August 2003 at 7.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

