
           HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL

 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN CHURCH ROOM ON MONDAY, 14TH APRIL 2003

 

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr.Miles and  Cllrs.Burden, Cross, Jeffs, and Turner.     


Clerk: J.Peace  

APOLOGIES: Fickling & Offord
 

1.0. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

1.1. None

 

2.0.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

        2.1. The Minutes were adopted and signed by the Chairman, Cllr.Miles, as a true account of the business conducted.

 

3.0. MATTERS ARISING  

3.1. No matters arose.

 

4.0. FINANCE & G.P.
4.1. Reports were submitted showing:


- Bank balances as at 31st March 2003: BPA  : £782.85 &   BCA A/c £100.00 = £882.85.


- Itemized Categories Report for the year to 31st March 2003


- Cash Reconciliation Report with Summary of Receipts & Payments for the year to 31st March 2003

 

4.1.1. The 2002/03 Accounts having been circulated were proposed by Cllr.Turner to be adopted. This was seconded by Cllr.Jeffs and agreed unanimously whereupon the Chairman signed the Cash Reconciliation & Receipts & Payment Summaries with the Clerk in his capacity as Responsible Financial Officer.


4.1.2. The Clerk planned to hand the books to the auditor as son as possible after the next meeting on May 19th . 

 


4.1.3.Cllr.Fickling had been emailed on 2nd.April to provide a supporting voucher for £325.64 to Premier Trophies.   

 

4.2. Cheques having already been signed between meetings were:


100484
ORCC


    12.00
Best Kept Village Competition entry.



100485
Hancocks

£301-75
Conveyancing fees re. Nunneley’s Field

 

4.2.1. Cheques needing signature at the meeting were:


100486  
Petty Cash

£  15-00
For small payment expenses


100487
Hornton School

£114-00
2002/03 Allotment rents


100488
Wright Hassall

£613.59
Legal Fees re.Nunneley’s Field


100489
OALC


£117.58
2003/04 Renewal Subscription

 

4.2.1.1. Cllr.Burden proposed adoption of the cheque payments. This was seconded by Cllr.Jeffs & agreed unanimously.

 

4.3. Precept of £1500 had been received; funds in hand after clearance of drawn cheques were approximately £1100.

 


4.4. The insurance renewal premium of £707 would be paid at next meeting. There has been roughly a £100 increase due to the extra underwriting expense of dealing with civil liability claims.

 

4.5. The Information Commissioner had confirmed that the model scheme which the Council had chosen to adopt under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 had been approved for a period from 28/2/03 to 28/02/07 during which time the Council was obliged, under Section 19 (1) (b), to publish information in accordance with that scheme. 


4.6. The Clerk had received a copy of the HM Land registry document re freehold land known as the Children’s Playing Field – Title ON181664. This will be entered in a new register before the books are submitted to the auditor.  It was noted that the title deeds for the Pavilion and surrounding land including the new recreational field were still awaited from the solicitors who were conducting a trace exercise with the Land Registry.


4. 6.1. It was agreed that the Clerk would lodge the original Deeds with the Council’s solictors for safe-keeping.

 

5.0. PLANNING 
5.1. The Parish Council considered and had no objection to the following:
 

03/00540/F:

Mr. & Mrs Heathcote 
Thorn Cottage

To erect single storey extension & 










alterations to first floor bedroom.

 

03/00360/F

Mr & Mrs Donaldson 
1 Pages Lane

To demolish existing garage & replace










 with two storey side extension.










 Single storey extension & garage to 










 rear & new pedestrian gate to side.

 

The PC added comment that the exterior and garage should be built in brick to match neighbouring properties.

 

The meeting was adjourned at this point until 8.50 pm for the Annual Parish Meeting.








6.0. CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was dealt with and/or noted:

 

6.0.1. Aquila had brought to Council’s attention a safety issue involving single phase 25mm Hybrid CNE cables. 
Cllr.Turner said that this was Aquila’s problem and not the Council’s and he presumed that the company will inspect 
properties in the village with a view to replacing aluminium cable with copper where necessary.

 

6.0.2. CDC submitted a copy of the Notice of Uncontested Election for the Wroxton Ward showing Douglas Webb to 
be the newly elected District Councillor.   

 

6.0.3. Tony Baldry MP had written to draw attention to the concern about one or two issues relating to the Licensing 
Bill which was currently going through Parliament. Among these concerns was (i) whether churches will continue to 
be allowed to hold musical events and (ii) whether village halls will in future have to obtain a full licence to sell 
alcohol if more than 5 functions are held in a year   

 

6.0.4. CDC’s proposed Planning Forum meeting scheduled for 16th April has been cancelled. Proposed meeting dates 
for 2003/04 were: 9th July, 15th October, 14th January, 14th April.

 

6.0.5. The contract had been signed in respect of the land donated by the Nunneley family and application had been 


made to HM Land Registry to register the Council’s title.

 

6.0.6. At the request of the Chairman the Clerk had written to Miss Hattam asking her to remove wall stones that had 
fallen into the path leading to the Church.

 

6.0.7. Minutes of the CDC Standards Committee meeting held on 20/3/03 received. Included within these was a 
resolution to the effect that training and information in regard to the new ethical framework would 
be continued. 

 


6.0.8. The Clerk had cancelled the order with Bins n Benches for 2 bins. Having taken a view from those at the 
Annual Parish Meeting it was decided not to purchase any bins at this stage.  

 


6.0.9. The Clerk had written to the Wroxton Clerk in regard to reinstating a ‘giveway’ sign at the end of Drift Road. 

 


6.1. Cllr.Jeffs had submitted the application form in respect of the Best Kept Village Competition 2003

 


6.2. The Clerk had contacted Adrian Brearley of CDC Property & Technical Services asking for assistance to deal 
with the problem of the leaking drains by the football pitch. Mr.Brearley had since confirmed having given the 
occupiers of houses overlooking the football pitch 48 hours to unblock the sewer. This had since been dealt with.

 

7.0. ALLOTMENTS:
7.1. Cllr.Turner confirmed that Harold Hart no longer required the piece of land adjoining the allotments although he 
had undertaken to continue to mow it on an annual basis to keep it tidy.

 

8.0. SMALL PLAYING FIELD:

8.1. The Charity would be de-registered from April 27th 2003. The Parish Council would assume responsibility for the Playing Field from that date. Correspondence regarding the de-registration, including a letter from the Charity Commissioner, was submitted to Council by Mike Webber who had asked for written assurance that the Council’s insurance would provide cover up to £5 million once the Charity’s insurance policy lapsed in June. The Clerk would prepare a letter for him confirming to that effect. Cllr.Miles and Cllr.Burden agreed to continue their responsibilities for the Playing Field until the AGM when some form of committee representation would be decided. 

 


8.2. Peter Whitehead would draw up an estimate with plans for the proposed disabled access.  A letter of intent would then be submitted to the District Council with a view to giving early indication of the amount the Council intended to seek by way of a grant.  A 2003/04 Grant application form has been received for this purpose. Two further estimates would eventually be needed to accompany the application form. 

9.0. ROADS & HIGHWAYS:
9.1. Steve Bowden had emailed the Clerk to explain that Highways Dept. would be unable to repair the road on the approaches to Wroxton Brook in the current financial year because of budget constraints. Cllr.Jeffs would provide the Clerk with photographs showing the extent of surface damage and it was agreed that the Clerk would send these to Steve Bowden with a letter expressing the Council’s continued displeasure over the matter. Council felt that Hornton was not getting the priority that seemed to be afforded to certain other villages and, despite the budget cut-backs, would continue to apply pressure on Highways to get the work done. Cllr.Jeffs suggested having the road widened and re-classified. 

 

9.2. Cllr.Burden remarked upon the fact that a number of residents in Millers Lane were not using their garages to park their cars and were thus causing inconvenience to road users. It was suggested that the matter could be raised with the mobile police unit. Cllr.Miles suggested that there may still be justification to widen parts of the road by the Green but Council members thought that Steve Bowden would be unlikely to do anything in the near future. 

 

9.3. The Clerk had received an acknowledgement to his email from Stratford District Council about the section of wall that had been reinstated at the entrance to Upton House with Cotswold stone instead of Hornton stone.

 

10.0. HORNTON PAVILION

10.1. Cllr.Miles had been asked to provide a quote to carry out further repairs to the roof and was considering recommending ridging materials that would better than cement fibre ones that would last only about 15 years.

 

10.2. The Clerk suggested that the Pavilion may be under-insured and that it may be advisable to appoint someone to conduct a valuation survey. This was agreed and the Clerk would find out how much this would cost to have done

 

11.0. IRONSTONE LIAISON COMMITTEE REPORT 

11.1. North Oxon Ironstone Liaison Committee’s next meeting was due to be held on March 20th. Minutes of the meeting held on 20/3/03 were received. Operational matters concerning Hornton Grounds indicated that progress was sought on restoration of the land; this was dependant on overhead electricity lines being moved. It was hoped to hand back the land to be re-farmed by Autumn 2003; some soil importation was still taking place from the Hennef Way scheme. There had been no indication of an appeal against the County Council’s decision to disallow further mining in the village.

 

12.0. J.U.M.P.A.
12.1. Cllr.Turner confirmed that the title to the small piece of land given to Council by the Nunneley family had now been registered in Council’s name and the documents of title would be forthcoming in due course. Bills in respect of legal fees incurred had been received from Nunneley’s solicitors, Hancocks, as well as Wright Hassall acting on behalf of the Council. It was agreed that, having agreed to acquire the land as a gift, it was appropriate to pay Nunneley’s legal fees as well as Council’s own.  

 

13.0. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
13.1. Being no other business the meeting finished at 9.40 pm. Next meeting 19th.May 2003 at 7.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

