HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE CHURCH ROOM ON

MONDAY 31 JANUARY 2005 at 7.30PM

Present:  Chairman Cllr Miles and Cllrs Burden, Cross, Offord and Turner. Clerk: A Cater 

Apologies: Cllrs Jeffs and Fickling

Members of the public present: Paul Barrett, Barbara Barrett and Anne Prentice all of Starveall Barn, Quarry Road Peter Hart of Hornton Hill Farm, Clive Hicks of Quarry Farm House and Cllr Douglas Webb, District Councillor for Wroxton Ward, Alistair Mills of Jacks, Bell Street




1. Declarations Of Interest

None

2. Minutes of Meeting held on 29 November 2004

2.1.  Cllr Turner proposed that the minutes be adopted, seconded by Cllr Burden and agreed unanimously.

3. Planning Application 05/00038/F Change of use of land at OS Parcel 5262 South of Hornton Hill Farm

3.1. Most of the members of public present were interested in this Planning Application and the Chairman decided to discuss this item separately at this early stage of the meeting.  The original Planning Application was refused and is subject to appeal.  This is a resubmission.

3.2. Prior to the meeting, the Parish Council had received letters, opposing the application, from Paul & Barbara Barrett, Anne Prentice, Clive Hicks and Hubert Keller of Hornton Hall.

3.3. Unfortunately, the circulation system between Parish Councillors had not been completed due to the holiday of Cllr Jeffs.  Only Cllrs Miles and Offord had therefore seen the revised application.  The Chairman ruled that it would not be practical to make a decision this evening but the meeting would be reconvened on Monday 7 February at 7.30pm by which time the circulation would be completed.  This would be in time for the response deadline of 9 February.

3.4. Through the Chair, members of the public were allowed to express their views.

3.5. Peter Hart, the applicant said that the cycle track had been set up about 7 years ago with a Cherwell DC grant and he thought that planning had taken place, as did the cycle club.  When storage facilities were put on site, they were told to apply for planning permission.  It was said that this was just a formality.  He believed that the site would be an asset with the Government pleading for more sports facilities.  He was surprised when he was advised that the original planning application had been declined under delegated authority.  There had been no discussion at which any problems could have been ironed out.  The tannoy system is monitored and not above required levels.  He wouldn’t have minded if those complaining had liaised with him.  They claim it is an eyesore but it is not visible from the road (Banbury Guardian reporters couldn’t find it).  The scaffolding has been taken down.  Meetings are now restricted to 8 a year and the tannoy system is restricted to 4.5 hours per day.  There have been no problems with traffic.  This is not a commercial enterprise.  The club is £4,000 in debt and PH has not been paid his rent.  He is not bothered about this as he is looking to provide a facility for youngsters.

3.6. Cllr Offord asked whether the track was intended to be local or national.  PH responded that it was the No 1 track in the UK.  It was a BSX track not a BMX track.  He has received 300 letters in support and a 700 signature petition.  Most meetings are local but there are national meetings included in the maximum of 8.  Cllr Burden asked where local children fit in and whether they had to be members.  PH responded that they can be members or pay a Day Fee as is normal practice with a sports facility.  This has applied from the outset.

3.7. Paul Barrett said that the residents are not against a local facility and like to see local youngsters involved.  The issue is that it has become a national facility for young adults.  When he purchased his property, searches revealed no approved site or planning consent.  Had they been aware this may have affected their purchase.  Initially the use of the track was low key but things came to head 2 years ago.  Hard landscaping, larger ramps and a high start gate were introduced.  The facility is clearly visible from the road and highly visible from the public footpath and he has photographic evidence.  The amplifier in the middle of the site is of high volume and intrusive through the valley.  At no time have the residents been approached for their views or with regard to the intentions for the track.  The proposed 8 events will be over the summer months and therefore every other week.  Each event is at least 2 days as there is a set up day with testing.  There is no guarantee that the number of events will not increase.  He doesn’t accept that this is not a commercial venture.  One event had 115 competitors paying a fee of £22.50 giving over £2,500 income plus money from sponsorship.  If PH is charging a rent there must be a commercial transaction.  Before the refusal of planning PB had tried to reach a compromise but there was insufficient time with only 21 days notice.  He has been advised by the planning officer that Cherwell DC do not have resources to monitor any breaches.  In any event any breaches would be transient and hard to measure.  Any conditional approval is, therefore, toothless.

3.8. Douglas Webb said that Cherwell DC had given a grant, which may have been mentioned on a local search.  Once the start gates went up, planning permission was required.  The first application was refused under noise and environment.  The Appeal is due on 1 March.  Under the new application, officers will undertake a noise test next week.  He has received calls in support and expressing concerns.  There is a need to sit round the table with the organisers.  There are restrictions in the number of meetings and concerns will be addressed.  Local children will get the benefit of the facility.  Those who travel from far away to meetings might not respect the facilities but if this is well organised it need not be a problem.  Concerns should be addressed and a code should be followed.  The organisers need to be here to discuss this.

3.9. PH will arrange for the organisers to attend next week’s meeting. 

4. Speed Measurement
4.1. Alistair Mills was particularly interested in this item and the Chairman brought this forward from the Roads & Highways Report.

4.2. The Clerk reported that speed measurement had taken place in Millers Lane (lower end of Perkins Close) and Bell Street (near pavilion entrance).  A full print-out for Millers lane was provided to Councillors. Results were summarised as follows:

	Date
	Thursday 13 January
	Monday 24 January

	Time
	8.50am – 9.26am
	2.29pm – 3.40pm

	No of cars
	29
	28

	Average Speed
	24.62 mph
	25.29 mph

	No over 30 mph
	5
	7

	25-30 mph
	4
	7

	20-24 mph
	16
	9

	Under 20mph
	4
	5

	Highest Speed
	37
	34


4.3. The 5 cars going over 30 mph during the morning were between 9.11am and 9.20am, suggesting that it is people late getting their children to school.  The majority of people are travelling at a reasonable speed but there are still 21% going over 30 mph at a point where probably 25 mph maximum is suitable.

4.4. The measuring equipment used in Bell Street does not provide such detailed data.  The average volume of cars was 15 with an average speed of 24 mph.

4.5. Further spot checks will be undertaken every 6 weeks or so (The equipment is in such demand that it cannot be done more regularly).  The Parish Council will report back at the Annual Parish Meeting.

4.6. The School Head, Wendy Clifford has agreed to pass this data on to parents.

4.7.  It was agreed that the Clerk should post details on the Notice Board and put an article in the Gossip.

5. Matters Arising

The Clerk reported on the following actions from the previous meeting:

5.1.  Write to Cherwell District Council re the BMX track (Item 5.2.) The Clerk confirmed that this had been done. See also Section3 above.

5.2.  Write to Ken Hartlett to officially ask him to act as auditor for 2005-2006 (Item 4.4.).  Mr Hartlett has confirmed that he is happy to continue as Auditor and will not require a fee or expenses.

5.3.  Arrange for an interim audit in January (Item 3.3.).  The Parish Main Account and the Playground Accounts are ready but the Clerk is still awaiting the Pavilion and JUMPA accounts from Cllr Fickling.

5.4.  Respond to the Oxfordshire County Council survey on bus services (Item 6.2.)  Done. The Clerk read out the letter. 

5.5.  Prepare Risk Assessment Form (Item 6.3.)  Done.  In view of time constraints, copies will be distributed to Councillors for consideration at the next meeting.

5.6.  Issue copies of the Standards Board booklets re Declaration of Interests to Councillors (Item 6.8.)  Done

5.7.  Issue copies of the letter re registering interests and freemasonry to Councillors (Item 6.9.)  Done

5.8.  Write to Oxon Highways re a Children’s Playground warning sign (Item 8.4.)  Done – no response. Will chase.

5.9.  Enquire whether it is possible to move the electricity pole in the Childrens’ Play Area (Item 8.4.)  See 10.7. below 

5.10. Write to Oxon Highways re the footpath between West End and the Church and the hole in the Horley Road (Items 10.1 & 10.5.)  Advised this is in hand.

5.11. Arrange for payment to Adrian Horsley for grass cutting (Item 10.6.)  See 6 below

5.12. Cllr Jeffs to raise the issue of Risk Assessments at the Pavilion Committee Meeting (Item 6.3.)  See 11.2. below.

5.13. Cllr Jeffs to raise the issue of the impact of the Licensing Act at the Pavilion Committee Meeting (Item 9.4.)  See11.2. below.

5.14. Cllr Miles & Cllr Fickling to balance the books of the Playground, Pavilion and JUMPA as at 31 December and have vouchers ready for the interim audit (Item 3.3.)  Playground done.  The Pavilion and JUMPA accounts awaited from Cllr Fickling.

6. Finance & GP

6.1.  Reports were submitted showing balances as at 31 December 2004 as follows:

	Hornton Parish Council Main a/c
	£1,187.18

	Hornton Parish Council Reserve a/c
	£1,001.53

	Hornton PC Playground Main a/c
	£15,723.48

	Hornton PC Playground Reserve  a/c
	£100,156.97

	Hornton PC Pavilion Main a/c
	£6,729.70

	Hornton PC Pavilion Reserve a/c
	£2,764.16

	Hornton PC JUMPA a/c
	£8,359.09

	TOTAL
	£135,922.11


Bank Reconciliation Reports as at 31 December 2004 were initialled in agreement by the Chairman.

6.2.  At the meeting the following cheques were signed:
	000032
	Alan Cater
	Refund of cash to A Horsley re grass cutting
	£20.00

	000033
	Alan Cater 
	Refund of cost of bottle of whisky to K Hartlett in lieu of fee for audit work
	£9.99

	000034
	Hornton Church Room
	Hire of hall for 2004
	£50.00

	000035
	Ox Assoc of Local Councils
	Seminar
	£41.12

	000036
	Paul Barrett
	Hornton Website Annual Fee
	£116.32


Payment of these was proposed by Cllr Burden, seconded by Cllr Offord and agreed unanimously.  Cheque Nos 000033 and 000036 were made under Section 137.

6.3.  The Clerk reported that he had indented for a Precept of £4,500 as agreed at the last meeting (Item 4.3.).

7. Planning Report
7.1.  The Parish Council considered and had NO OBJECTION to the following applications:

	O4/02620/TCA
	Mr & Mrs K Hartlett
	Eastgate Cottage, Eastgate
	Fell 3 No. Poplar; Pollard 5 No. Poplar; Reduce crown of 1 No. Walnut by 20%

	05/00083/F
	Carolyn Ramsey
	Land adjoining and to the rear of 1 Perkins Close.
	Change of use – Partially retrospective hardstanding and extension of rear garden


Cherwell District Council has APPROVED the following application
	O4/02620/TCA
	Mr & Mrs K Hartlett
	Eastgate Cottage, Eastgate
	Fell 3 No. Poplar; Pollard 5 No. Poplar; Reduce crown of 1 No. Walnut by 20%


7.2.  The Parish Council had no objection to application No 05/00083/F for Carolyn Ramsey, but the Clerk was asked to mention to Cherwell DC the potential impact on access, should other residents of Perkins Close also apply to extend their rear gardens.

7.3.  A letter and email has been received from Mr & Mrs Wright of Foxgloves, Millers Lane re the ownership of the Cherry Trees which were due to be felled.  Clarification has been sought from Oxfordshire Highways and a response is awaited.

7.4.  It was raised that the Parish Council had not seen a planning permission application for the recent work on the frontage of the School.  This was paid for by the L.E.A.  The Clerk is to check with Cherwell DC whether permission was necessary and if so was it obtained.

7.4.  Details of the discussion on the retrospective application No 05/00038/F from H A Hart & Sons are in 3 above.

8. Correspondence

8.1.  Application forms for the Best Kept Village Competition have been received.  Cllr Jeffs to deal with this.

8.2.  The Clerk apologised that a letter re a meeting of the Cherwell Countryside Forum on 25 January had not been circulated.  He has requested copies of any handouts from the meeting   

8.3.  The Clerk has been advised by Sarah Aldous of the Countryside Service of Oxon County Council (01865 810222) that she will arrange for the bridge between the pavilion and the JUMPA land to be repaired at their cost.

8.4.  OALC are arranging a seminar for Councillors & Clerks on 23 February.  It was agreed that the Clerk attends.

8.5.  The December Circular and various updates from OALC are in the General Circulation. 

8.6.  December and January Newsletters from OCC are in the General Circulation.

8.7.  A Newsletter from Oxford Inspires is in the General Circulation.

8.8.  The Report of the Parish Remuneration Panel on the Review of Parish Members’ Allowances for the 2005/2006 Financial Year has been received from Cherwell DC.  A copy is being circulated.  At present Hornton PC does not pay allowances but the procedures in the report will be adopted should this change.

8.9.  Cherwell DC letter dated 21 January on the Cherwell Local Plan 2011 is in the General Circulation.

8.10. Notes from the Annual Parish Liaison Meeting are in the General Circulation.

8.11. Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Qualified Persons for providing information are as follows;

	Authority
	Primary Authorisation
	Secondary Authorisation

	Parish Councils
	Clerk to the Council
	Chairman of the Parish Council

	Parish Meetings
	Chairman of the Parish Meeting
	Proper officer of the District Council


8.12. Transport Networks Review and the Road Safety Plan from OCC are in the General Circulation.

8.13. Details of the Consultation on the South East Plan are in the General Circulation.

8.14. Guidance Notes from Cherwell DC on the provision of Open space in Residential Developments is in the General Circulation.

8.15. Wright Hassall Solicitors have confirmed that the registration of land at the Pavilion has been concluded. They will hold the original deeds in storage.

8.16. In his written apology for absence Cllr Jeffs has asked that a letter be sent to Gill Pawson of Peter Bennie Ltd to chase the re-instatement of the footpath between Hornton and the New Inn.  The Clerk will do this.

8.17. Cllr Jeffs has also said that he will be unable to continue mowing the lime tree greens on a voluntary basis.  The Clerk will seek volunteers via the Gossip.

8.18. Other sundry notices and reports are in the General Circulation.

9. Allotments Report

9.1. A supply of trees is being grown.  Cllr Burden will review how many years supply there is and report back.

9.2. The increased rental will apply for next year.  The Clerk will provide the Receipt Book for collection of rents.

10. Small Playing Field

10.1. The latest inspection reports for initialling will be presented at next week’s meeting.

10.2. The final payment of £15,174.32 has been received from the Estate of Michael Webber

10.3. A meeting will be held next week with Wicksteed Leisure re the installation of a large piece of equipment and safety surfacing in memory of Michael Webber.  Cost is approximately £11,700.

10.4. The old fence has been taken down and Tom Gibbs is supplying a new one.

10.5. There is no more news on the disabled ramp but it is hoped to get a grant application in during February.

10.6. A plaque has been installed in memory of Patrick Horsley

10.7. Central Networks have put coloured markings on the stay to the electricity pole.  It is not cost effective for them to move the pole (estimated £5,000).  They will consider it if other work is necessary in future.

10.8. The Clerk is to chase Oxon Highways re a warning sign for the Childrens Playground.

11. Pavilion Report

11.1. In the absence of Cllr Fickling no financial details were available.  This will be covered at the next meeting.

11.2. Cllr Jeffs has raised implementation of the Licensing Act and the Risk Assessments.  He will report back at the next meeting. 

11.3. Graham Campbell is working on the plans for the kitchen.

11.4. The hedge on the left of the drive needs cutting.

12. Roads & Highways

12.1 The work on laying the ducting under the road will cost £700 + VAT.  This is more than anticipated but the work needed to be done.

12.2. Comment has been made that the box on the green for the electrics is too large.  Cllr Turner had to install this at short notice for the Christmas tree lights and this was the only option available at that time.  He will investigate other options.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr Turner for ensuring the work was done in time.

12.3. The kerbing at the triangular green in Millers Lane has been done.

12.4. For results of the speed measurement see 4 above.                                

12.5. The gullies at the corner of Bell Street and opposite the triangular green need attention.

12.6. The tree on the bend at Wroxton Brook is reported to be going rotten.  Roads & Highways are to be asked to assess.  If it has to be removed a barrier with chevrons will be required to replace it.

13. JUMPA

11.1. In the absence of Cllr Fickling no financial details were available.  This will be covered at the next meeting.

14. Any Other Business

None

The meeting closed at 10.05pm.  The next extraordinary meeting is on Monday 7 February 2005 at 7.30pm.  The next ordinary meeting is on Monday 21 March 2005.

ACTIONS

The Clerk to

· Give notice of the Extraordinary Meeting on Monday 7 February (Item 3.3.)

· Put details of the speed measurement on the Notice Board and put an Article in the Gossip (Item 4.7.)

· Distribute copies of the risk assessment forms for consideration by Councillors (Item 5.5.)

· Chase Oxon Highways re a Children’s Playground warning sign (Item 5.8.)

· Chase Oxon Highways re the ownership of the Cherry trees in Millers Lane. (Item 7.3.)

· Write to Cherwell DC re the impact of Application No 05/00083/F on other residents of Perkins Close (Item 7.2.)

· Write to Cherwell DC re planning for the work done at the School (Item 7.4.)

· Write to Gill Pawson of Peter Bennie Ltd to chase the re-instatement of the footpath between Hornton and the New Inn (Item 8.16)

· Seek volunteers for mowing the lime tree greens via the Gossip (Item 8.17)

· Ask Oxon Highways to assess the tree at Wroxton brook (Item 12.6.).

Cllr Jeffs to

· Report on the issues of Risk Assessments and the Licensing Act at the next meeting (Item 11.2.)

· Deal with the entry for the Best Kept Village Competition. (Item 8.1.)

Cllr Fickling to

· Balance the books of the Pavilion and JUMPA as at 31 December and have vouchers ready for the interim audit. Outstanding from the last meeting (Item 5.14.)

Cllr Turner to

· Investigate other options for the electricity box on the round green (Item 12.2)

Cllr Burden to

· Review the supply of trees at the Allotments and report back (Item 9.1.)
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