HORNTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE CHURCH ROOM ON

MONDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2005 at 7.30PM

Present:  Chairman Cllr Miles and Cllrs Burden, Cross, Fickling, Offord and Waller. Clerk: A Cater  

1. Apologies: 
None


2. Declarations Of Interest

2.1.  Cllr Miles declared an interest in the co-opting of his sister, Julie Stanley, as a Parish Councillor. (Item 5.7)

2.2.  Cllrs Miles, Burden and Offord declared an interest regarding the fence at the Playground. (Item 9.3)

3. Minutes of Meeting held on 26 September 2005

3.1.  One amendment was made re the seconder under Section 3.1. (Should have been Cllr Fickling and not Cllr Offord)  Cllr Burden proposed that the minutes be adopted, seconded by Cllr Waller and agreed unanimously.
4. Matters Arising

The Clerk reported on the following actions from the previous meeting:

4.1.  Obtain details of increased premium for increasing the Fidelity Guarantee to £100,000 and advise Cllrs. (Item 5.8.)  See Section 5.5 below.

4.2. Prepare Risk assessments for next meeting and for subsidiaries (Item 5.9.)  See Sections 5.6, 9.6 and12.4 below

4.3.  Advertise vacancy for Parish Councillor (Item 5.11.)  Done.  No further response. See Section 5.7 below.

4.4.  Advise Cherwell DC of preference for Hornton stone to be used in Application no 05/01624/F  (Item 6.2.)  Done. CDC did not accept this and is happy for brick to be used.  See section 6.3 below.

4.5.  Check whether planning permission is required for the Playground replacement fence (Item 9.7.)  Done See Section 9.3 below.
4.6.  Arrange for the electric box on the round green to be changed. (Item 4.10.) In hand. The box was kindly donated by Audrey Turner. 

4.7.  Liaise with Virginia Britton re seat on The Green (Item 11.5.)  Still outstanding.

5. Finance & GP

5.1.  Reports were submitted showing balances as at 31 August 2005 as follows:

Hornton Parish Council Main a/c
£960.51

Hornton Parish Council Reserve a/c
£1,816.49

Hornton PC Playground Main a/c
£5,244.48

Hornton PC Playground Reserve  a/c
£87,478.35

Hornton PC Pavilion Main a/c
£5,356.60

Hornton PC Pavilion Reserve a/c
£8,838.72

Hornton PC JUMPA a/c
£3,692.14

Hornton PC JUMPA Reserve a/c
£13.073.09

TOTAL
£126,460.38

Bank Reconciliation Reports as at 31 October 2005 were initialled in agreement by the Chairman.

5.2. Expenditure against Budget as at 31 October distributed.  Electricity payments above budget as they include payments not invoiced by npower during 2004.  Acceptance of these was proposed by Cllr Waller, seconded by Cllr Burden and agreed unanimously.

5.3.  The following cheques have been issued:

000060
Hornton Pavilion – Kitchen Fund
Donation in memory of Eric Turner
£150.00

000061
W A Jeffs
Maintenance of Glebe Land
£110.00

000062
Npower
Electricity
£73.16

At the meeting the following cheques were signed:

000063
Hornton Church Room
Room and Storage Hire 2005
£50.00

000064
Alan Cater
Clerk’s Salary September – November 2005
£205.80

Cheques due to be paid before the next meeting are as follows:

G S Walther
Drainage work on the football pitch (yet to be completed)
£1,126.82

Alan Cater
Refund of annual subscription for Hornton Website (made by credit card)
£116.33

Payment of these was proposed by Cllr Offord, seconded by Cllr Cross and agreed unanimously. 

5.4.  It was agreed that the Proposed Budget for 2006/2007 should be distributed to Councillors.  In order to increase the reserve held by the Parish Council (as recommended in the Internal Audit), it was agreed in principle that the Precept should be increased.  It was also agreed that the cost of insurance should be shared between the subsidiary committees pro rata but with a maximum figure (cap) for the cost of the Pavilion insurance.  The Clerk will produce figures based on these assumptions.

5.5.  The External Audit recommended an increase in the Fidelity Guarantee Insurance to cover the total amount of funds held.  Quotes for cover of £50,000 and £100,000 were distributed.  An increase to £100,000 (premium £225.75) was proposed by Cllr Offord, seconded by Cllr Waller and agreed unanimously.  This cost will be shared pro rata based on average balances held.

5.6. The Risk Assessment Form was distributed and each item reviewed.  It was proposed by Cllr Offord, seconded by Cllr Fickling and agreed unanimously that the Chairman should initial these items.

5.7.   Cllr Miles declared an interest in the proposal that Julie Stanley, his sister, should be co-opted to fill the vacancy for a Parish Councillor.  He took no part in the vote.  It was agreed unanimously that Julie Stanley be co-opted.

5.8.  Ken Hartlett, the Internal Auditor will conduct an interim Audit as at 31 December.  Treasurers of Committees to have books ready in early January.

5.9.  With his invoice for keeping the glebe land tidy, Bill Jeffs advised that his fee will need to be increased to £125 for next year.  It was agreed unanimously that this was reasonable.  The clerk will confirm.

6. Planning Report
6.1.  The Parish Council had previously considered and had NO OBJECTION to the following applications:

05/02128/F
Mr Short
“West End”, West End
Renewal of 00/01954/F – re-roof garage and create ancillary accommodation. Convert small garage to stables

05/02173/F
Mr & Mrs Keller
Hornton Hall, Quarry Road
Erection of 1 chimney stack

6.3.  Cherwell District Council has APPROVED the following applications: 

05/01624/F
Mr & Mrs Griffiths
Touchstones, Bell Street
Single storey rear extension and porch to front

6.4.  The Clerk was asked to chase a response for Application 05/01282/OUT for outline planning permission for Varneys Garage

7. Correspondence

7.1.   Oxon CC Newsletters for October and November are in the General Circulation.

7.2.  OALC Winter General Meeting agenda is in the General Circulation.

7.3.  A good practice guide for town and parish councils is in the General Circulation. 

7.4.  The Annual Review of the Standards Board for England is in the General Circulation.

7.5.  Cherwell DC notice on domestic abuse is on the Notice Board. 

7.6.  Details of the Oxon Rural Community Council Affordable Housing Scheme are in the General Circulation.  It was suggested that the Rural Housing Enabler be invited to speak at the Annual Parish Meeting.

7.7.  Oxon CC Local Transport Plan Consultation Booklet is in the General Circulation.

7.8.  Cherwell DC minutes of the Standards Committee Meeting on 17 November are in the General Circulation.

7.9.  The Clerk has received a copy of Cherwell DC Non-Statutory Local Plan 2011.  It is a large volume and is available upon request

7.10. Outputs from the Cherwell DC Annual Meeting with Parish Councils are in the General Circulation.  The Chairman and the Clerk attended this meeting.  Of interest was that some money may be available to create more parking by grass verges.  The Clerk was asked to investigate whether it would be possible near the school where parking can cause some congestion.

7.11. Oxon CC Consultation Draft on Community Involvement is in the General Circulation.

7.12. Oxon CC Highway Management Arrangements letter is in the General Circulation.

7.13. Other sundry notices and reports are in the General Circulation.
8. Allotments Report
8.1.  Cllr Burden reported that the gate needs repairing and he would enquire about the cost of a new one.

8.2. Another Trustee is required for the John Fox Charity when a new Parish Councillor has been appointed. This will be an agenda item at the next meeting.
8.3.  Consideration is being given to planting some Christmas Trees.

9. Playground Report
9.1. Minutes of the Committee Meeting dated 21 November were accepted and ratified by the Parish Council.  Payment of the cheques detailed in these minutes were proposed by Cllr Cross, seconded by Cllr Waller and agreed unanimously.  Matters arising from the minutes are detailed below.

9.2.  It was agreed in principle that planning permission should be sought for a wheelchair access ramp.  Detailed drawings to be provided in advance of the next meeting so that a decision can be made at the meeting.

9.3.  At the Committee Meeting, there had been much discussion regarding the height of the proposed replacement fence opposite the Dun Cow.  Some complaints had been received from members of the public regarding the look of the posts that had been erected and work was suspended pending a further review.  It has also been established that planning permission would be required if it is over 2 metres.  The Committee agreed with Mr Fletcher, who lives opposite the fence, that it was not the nicest thing to look at but for health and safety and insurance reasons the fence needed to be replaced.  The previous 2 metre fence (which would not need planning permission) had frequently been climbed over and damaged and on balance the Committee concluded that a 2.4 metre fence with angled top was preferable.  The Committee therefore has asked the Parish Council to consider applying for planning permission.  Cllrs Miles, Burden and Offord declared an interest as members of the Playground Committee and left the room.  The unanimous decision of the remaining councillors was to ask the clerk to enquire of the Cherwell DC Planning Officer who has visited the site, whether planning permission was likely to be granted before making any formal application.

9.4.  The clerk was asked to chase a response from Corus re the possibility of purchasing a further strip of land.

9.5.  The annual inspection from ROSPA produced a very good report.  The clerk was asked to write to Central Networks re painting the telegraph pole with warning yellow and black chevrons as recommended in the report.

9.6. The Parish Council Risk Assessment Form has been reviewed and initialled by the Chairman.

9.7.  The clerk was asked to enquire about setting up a third Playground Account where money could be tied up for a period of time in a low risk investment and earn a higher rate of interest.

9.8.  The Chairman presented the latest inspection reports.  Acceptance was proposed by Cllr Cross, seconded by Cllr Fickling and agreed unanimously. 

10. Pavilion Report

10.1. The next Committee Meeting is due on 1 December and minutes will be provided at the next meeting.

10.2. The Kitchen Extension Fund has gratefully received £1,325 from the collection at Eric Turner’s funeral.

11. Roads & Highways

11.1. Oxon CC is still seeking a suitable new surface for the footpath between West End and the Church.  The likely cost could be anything between £70 and £100 per square yard for materials plus labour i.e. £3,000 plus.

11.2. S Bend signs at either end of the bends near Glebe Farm on the Horley Road have been installed.

11.3. New street nameplates for Bell Street, Millers Lane and the Green have been installed.

11.5.  The Parish Council expressed appreciation to various residents who had undertaken grass cutting of the greens etc.  The clerk was asked to arrange for some reimbursement of petrol costs.

11.6. The clerk was asked to seek some additional footpath signage between Holloway and the New Inn.

12. JUMPA

12.1. Work has now started and it is hoped that the first base surface will be completed by Christmas.

12.2. No cheques have been issued.

12.3. The clerk is to arrange for notice to be put on the Land Charges Register re the funds from The Foundation for Arts and Sport

12.4. The Parish Council Risk Assessment Form has been reviewed and initialled by the Chairman.

13. Any Other Business

13.1.  Cllr Cross is to liaise with Roy Tew re trimming the willow tree near the corner of Bell Street.

13.2.  Cllr Burden has made enquiries about new Christmas Tree lights, which could be about £350.  For this year the same lights will be used.

The meeting closed at10.25pm.  The next meeting is on Monday 6 February 2006 at 7.30pm.

ACTIONS

The Clerk to

· Distribute Proposed Budget for 2006/2007 to Councillors and obtain agreement for Precept (Item 5.4).

· Increase Fidelity Guarantee Insurance (Item 5.5.)

· Complete paperwork for co-opting Julie Stanley as a Parish Councillor (Item 5.7.)

· Prepare for Interim Audit as at 31 December (Item 5.8).

· Confirm to Bill Jeffs re increased fee for maintaining the glebe land (Item 5.9).

· Chase a response to Application 05/01282/OUT re outline planning permission for Varneys Garage (Item 6.4.)

· Invite Rural Housing Enabler to speak at the Annual Parish Meeting. (Item 7.6.)

· Investigate parking area near the school (Item 7.10)

· Ask Cherwell DC Planning Officer who has visited the site, whether planning permission was likely to be granted for the Playground fence (Item 9.3).

· Chase a response from Corus re the possibility of purchasing a further strip of land (Item 9.4).

· Write to Central Networks re painting the telegraph pole with warning yellow and black chevrons (Item 9.5).

· Enquire about setting up a third Playground Account (Item 9.7).

· Arrange for some reimbursement of petrol costs for grass cutting (Item 11.5).

· Seek some additional footpath signage between Holloway and the New Inn (Item 11.g).

· Arrange for notice to be put on the Land Charges Register re the funds from The Foundation for Arts and Sport for JUMPA (Item 12.3).

Cllr Miles

· Prepare for Interim Audit as at 31 December (Item 5.8).

· Liaise with Virginia Britton re seat on The Green (Item 11.5.)

· Drawings of Wheelchair Access Ramp to be provided in advance of the next meeting (Item 9.2).

Cllr Cross

· Liaise with Roy Tew re trimming the willow tree near the corner of Bell Street (Item 13.1).

Cllr Fickling

· Prepare for Interim Audit as at 31 December (Item 5.8).
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